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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department .
, 28rd January 1877. No. 222. .. . 8

No. 431. . Read the following Despatch from the Most Honorable the‘ Sec;'eté.r} of
| State for India :— N 7 ‘
. Inp1a Ormcn,‘ Loxbox,

Railway,
14¢k December 1876.

No. 6.

My Lorp liuxn,f-l have received a letter from the South Indian Railway Board
relative to a temporary bridge over the Palar, constructed solely, as your Consulting
Fngineer remarks, «to enable the line to be opened the sooner and the revenue

receipts to be increased.” The cost of this work the Board consider is properly a

charge aga.inst.Capi'tal, but your Government has directed that it shall be borne by

Revenue. | .
9. With reference to this case I transmit herewith, for your Grace’s infor-

mation, a copy of my Railway Despatch to the Government of India, No. 121, dated
hat the cost of certain

9th ultimo, from the 5th paragraph of which it will'be seen t
works, such as that of a temporary diversion made to secure revenue which would .
otherwise have been lost during the construction of a new work, is, in my opinion,

a legitimate portion of the cost of the new work, and therefore properly chargeable
against Capital. The temporary bridges which forms the subject of the Board’s
reference, is a work of the nature of those contemplated by the above example, and
I consider therefore that its cost chould be charged to Capital.

) ' ; I have, &c.,

: . "CARNARVON.

His Excellency tae Right Honorable .
" The Governor in Council, Fort St. George.

. vt
-

Despatch from the Most \I{énorable the Secretary of State for India, to ITis E 11' .
Honorable the Governor-General of India in Couneil, da;e& India lg;c‘;ncg the Right
November 1876, No. 121 (Railway). ‘ . » London, 9th

1 mave had under consideration in Council the letter, No. 153 of

. g _ or, No. 1

your Excellency recommends some modification of the rules Tegard(i)n 2;11 .Angust last, wherein

expenditure on Capit.a.l or Revenue laid down in Sir Charles WOOd’sg D e lncxdenfe of Railway

March 1864. On this important subject I desire to make the ‘f0110wing E;Pa’cch,t No. 17 of 9th
servations,

2. The main principlesto be regarded in regulatin inct

. ) g the in s .
that the cost of original const.rucftlon should devolve upon Capit :id:}x::: u; question are obviously
upon Revenue, a-nd these principles appear to have been kept st’ dil 0. "es'toration and repair
greater part of 8Bir Charles Wood’s Despatch. ot steadily in view throughout the

3. The particular portions of that document to whi

ngmp}.ls 8 and 13, with respect to which it is ::Igciegogfatgovemment take exception are
c.;onstructxon, not *of any work, and of a¥ additions to existi the expense of the original '
’mp;’zztbtezlzfrz;::gt W:O:lka as Well’a.s Of all impo,-tant perm:;gen::i{;:,t but only of « any
::gbe temporarygbut onﬂiPlt fa.c‘,(!;)hun'c, > and also that the original cost n;:m‘f‘s to existing work,
mportant now p’e rmanentywz ksu temporary works as may be neo;ss ot any work i!}tended
Yo similarly oharged. It i T, or impof't“"t permanent. additions to ary in connection with
ged. ‘It is, at the same time, suggested that the im existing works, ought to

any new York, or of any.addition to existing work, shall bePOrtanoe or unimportance of
cost exceeding or not exceeding Rupees 500 ; and, apparently as a;naie m:;, 1depfend upon its
e of unimportant
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% ” Procgedmgs of the Madras Government, Public Works W . o i . . v
v _ -23rd January 1877. No. 222, ity i { )
' “addition, the case is cited of a station at which lighting by gas was subg ' i i ’ . - ’ .
plan of lighting with oil. - : Hintod for g Provions i ‘ '
. 4. Readily admitting that the changes thus indicated would be i;nprov 1 z . . .
4 present rules, I may yet remark that their eﬁ'ecﬁ: would be to narrow the 9;Pp1i Gfments upon g, } . .
L : for which the Railway Companies would believe themselves to be fully wa:rah: of Pl’inciple ‘ ;, India Office, L
1 . . . anteq : . . ) : RO
un.ree(.i‘u;cted play. - It should be remembered, tf)o, that the question bl'Oughff d ip °l&lIIIin } . London, 9th November 1876. o SO
,  Taised forthe first time, and that when, five or six years 280, it wag diseys Orward 4 not 4 A . . Tl
; ‘ the latter only very reluctantly yielded so far as to agree that the gogt of sed wity the comp _OW | ‘ I "_1 e , . . : . ";;;:
1y chargeable to. Capital, should be charged to Revenue, Provided the tzma Works, °th:m?s' - . wailway, : ) C . R
"ﬁ conseque.nce did nof. exceed Rupees 5,000 in any one half-yeap, On thtal trang or ma,dr'm?e } .-No. / 2 / ' ‘ . | ' , :;f:‘ i
o N Companies even this trifling concession was fettered by additiona) ¢ 1o Part of two fe 1 i ¢ . . . ' . . : 3
3 ‘ reason to h.ope that any of the Companies could now be perstiaded to nd1t10ns, an ereo- the s . ( . . ' . .
X , the same direction. It may also here be observed that the cost of 4}, c’On.ee(‘ie anythin 18 no i ‘. . . ) . o
1 plant requisite for lighting a station with gas could scarcely fqj] to :buﬂdmgs, mach?n?m in ] To His Excellency the nght'Hgnourable.a The Governor ¥
3 Rupees 500.the expense of the corresponding provision for lighting t}:‘J:ed by mugy Hm::’ and 3 ! , General of Indla in Council. “,
i 4. 6. With regard to temporary works, I have Little doubt that g ame ation with o n ‘é . _ ‘ | A :
7 ' your Excellency supposes, no others in his mind than such g g), " I* Charleg Wooq " : . My Tomp, ¢ . o . : - Py
f* . with permanent works, either to aid in their construction op st ould b « mads j, had, as 3 ! ) Y AORD, '1 I1 had under consideration in 1
{ ?nd th;;‘e can, T think, be 1o diffoulty in desling with them (;I:I;va ubsitutey :O n?ljction r : | Councill)%{?e. I;ette;avlgo %53 of 19th August last,
. invariably construed imthis sense. The cost, for instance 8 rul Or them » ‘ . None ) di
: ' : . . ’ of SSPpet o : Coe wherein yvour Excellency recommends some modi-
R oL peoure Tovonne Whm.h.would otherwise have been logt duriné ea “empore di eec't;:g them by : 1 : N fication }(;f the rules ngarding the incidence of .
. in my opinion, & leg1t1ma.€e portion of the cost of the pey work *Bstruction of e Madety - - f i Railway Expenditure on Capital or Revenue laid /
sgainst Capital, })ut I‘qm’ce agree with your Excellency thgy ;;n erefore pro oW Work, js, ; { - ‘down in Sir Charles Wood’s Despatch, No. 17, of ']
S made in connection with repairs is unquestionably g ® tost of « em Oharggame ! - oth March 1864. On this important subject I i
never to have been otherwise charged. I may sdd that Proper chargs t, Pora.}-y di"el‘siong ' . . desire to make the following observations. b
connection with works debitable partly to Capita] » Wherg top orary g e, gy, ought . o .. ' T ' .
wise be divided between the two in ratahls 151 2nd pertly ¢, Reveny thef‘SIOns 8% magy t : .o 9. The main principles to be regarded in-regu- |
6. Still, 1 d P Portions, T » LIeLr cogt shoulq lke. - 1 ; latine the incidence in question are obviously that ]
g soems .to me ;u%r’egzg t? a.ll cnses of the king, th langug, £ R “ . J\ N J . . the cost of original construction sheuld devolve ‘4!
i ' seoms fo o & ciently distinet. AI] thyt appears requis-tg? of Bir Charleg Wood’s .. : ' i upon Capital, that of restoration and  repair upon i
g . s wording should be more strictly adhered to hereafter t}i 15 that the Principl, ® Dospatp : % tevenue, and these principles appear to have heen
T » N a0 they hay, hithest l: embodied ¢, 4 ! ‘ kept steadily in view throughout the-greater part -
] " No. 432 ' Oroga’ —— Lo 9 been. ‘ & ‘ of Sir Charles Wood’s Despateh. "
T ER THEREON, 23y ' . : . 273
I / y 4drd J?,nuary 1877, No, o 2'2 , t : , ' ' ] . 8. The particular portions of that document to é
RAILWAY, No. 3?. Rz S . o g which your Government take exception are paras. 8 Qs
'\‘I CORDED angq commyn; : : % ) and 13, with respect to which it is argued that the SRELY
f G.0 . Consulting Engine Unicated ¢, the . ., expense of the original construction, not “of any AL
‘U No, 2,564 dated 264, information 5 d er fo Railwayy ¢, ! ; work, and of all additions to cxisting works,” but | S
‘ ' SePtember 1876, 8 dance With ref r ’. i only of “any important new permanent Wgrk, as K
' ‘ ‘ ' . erence { ! « well as of all important permanent additions to -
(True Extryet ) ‘ : { « existing work, ought to be charged to Capital
; ‘ ' « account,” and also that the original cost, not of
. ‘ | - . g any work intended to be temporary, but only of
‘ : } { * ' such temporary works as. may be nccessary in con-
] ' ' ! ¢ % . nection with: important new perma,nent. works, or
To th ‘ o ‘ . ’ . \ ¢ important permanent additions to existing works,
oo Conml.tmg Engineer tor 1..c S, ' Lleut'c ' ought to be:similarly charged. Tt is, at the same
» Exammer t N or R&ﬂwa eeret \ Olone] I LS A é . D .
' o Rallwoy Avsouppe - Y 4 Gop » RE, ! ; : . time, suggested .that the importance or unimport-
, 4 o ) Mment, { ) ance of any new work, or of any addition’ to existing
Exd. 8. T. Austin, ' ; A . work, shall be made to depend upon its cost ex-
. . ’ { ‘ ceeding or not exceeding Rs. 500; and, apparently
{ ' : ' as an cxample of unimportant addition, the case is
'2 , cited of a station at which lighting by gas was
; . substituted for the previous plan of lighting with
: oil. © N\ P oo .
b - > * .
§ .o 4. Readily admitting that the changes thus in-
! dicated would be improvements upon the present
% 18446, T. 630, ‘
¢ . )
J
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. to narrow the application of a principle for which ° A 3 N7

-
.

/N R Y
i
T .
s
v
/s
.
P
»
s
b
-
B e T,

.o
2
.

the Railway Companies would believe themselves

Ey
\ 3 ~ -
A I S U Y
A , N T A T

T A L AT BN T
~

.
.
.
.
-
° .
o
3
~ 1
et rermathe e S -'r" '-/ 3 '3
.

- wm . . ” \“\ ~ "’:,;
to be fully warranted in claiming unrestricted play. - o ' ‘ v R T :
‘It should be remembered, too, that the question '

brought forward is not now raised for the first : ' 4 y
time, and that when; five or six years ago, it was
7 discussed with the Companies, the latter only . )
; very reluctantly yielded so far as to agiee.that the .
5 cost of small works, otherwise chargeable to Capital, - ’
. ;. should be charged to Revenue, provided the total " » » K v
8 transfer made in consequence did not exceed - -
3% B Rs. 5,000 in any one half year. On the part of - .
) two of the Companies even this trifling concession ‘ . ®
was fettered by additional conditions, and there i ,
no reason to hope that any of the Companics could - o :
- now be persuaded to concede anything more in the . o ‘
»+  same direction. It may also here be observed that *
: the cost of the buildings, machinery, and plant , .
requisite for lighting a station with gas,.could C .
scarcely fail to exceed by much more than Rs. 500 ° ' Co ‘ : :‘
the expense of the corresponding provision for o :
lighting the same-station with oil, . ) ‘
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N 5. With regard to temporary works, I have little
S " | " doubt that Sir Charles Wood had, as your Excel-
leney supposes, no others in his mind than such as
. should be “made in connection with permanent
, © « works, either to aid in their construction or as
L « temporary substitutes for therr},” angl there can, SR ‘

' " T think, be no difficulty in dealing with them if . ' L .
the rule respecting them be invariably construed in '
this sense. The cost, for instance, of a temporary . . | .
diversion, made to secure revenue which would : 1 1 .
otherwise have been lost during the construction of * - - | -
a new work, is, in my opinion, a legitimate portion .
of the cost.of the new work, and ther.efore properly ‘ . :
chargeable against Capital, but I quite agree with : '

your Excellency that the cost of *temporary di- '

“ yersions made in conncction with repairs is un-

¢“ questionably a proper charge to Revenue,” and . I

ought never to have been otherwise charged. I may - '

add that, where temporary diversions are made in i
connection with works debitable partly to Capital ’ . : . ' o
and partly to Revenue; their cost should likewise be . . ;
divided between the two in rateable proportions.
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G. Still, in regard to all cases of the kind, the
language of Sir Charles Wood’s Despatch seems to s - ‘
me sufficiently distinet. ANl that appears requisite * - T — '
is that the principles embodied in his wording should - ‘ : o

be more strictly adbered to hereafter than they have
hitherto been. . -

i
. [
. . '

L omeme

P I have the honour to he,
' ’ My Lord,

Your Lordship’s most. obedient humble Servant, '

.

-

('Signe(D SaLispury, - : ‘ |
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