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Proceedm gs of the Madras Government, Public W orlcs Department
22nd January 1§71. - No. 205. : :

’E”’W vt gy A ey

i

’ From C BERNARD Esq., ¢.5.1., on Special Duty with Sir PIC]IARD TD‘\Z[PLE to

the Hon.: W. IIUDLESTON Chicf Secretary. to Government Fort St.
George, dated Bellary, 17th January 1877, No. 6.

p TIRIN W e, A e
- 1

T ax dirccted to submit copy of 2 Minute recorded by Sir Rmhard Temple regard-
mn' the apparent block of grain traffic on the railway line. The Government of India
has becn pleased to despatch Captain Bipet, R.E., of the Railway Department, to
‘make inquiry regarding the block. Sir Richard Temple would hope that, with
the permission of Iis Excellency the Governor in Council, the Government Railway
Department as well as the Agent and Traflic Manager of tho Madras Paﬂway, may be
\permltted to furnish such information and help as Captain Bipet may require.

i , k , 4
{

PO

‘ n Minute by St Ricmarp TEMPLE.

i THERE is one matter connected with the supply of grain to the districts of

Bouthern India, where the crop has failed, to which I wish to draw unmechate .

attentlon, in order.that a remedy may be if possible applied.

{ "2. The affected districts are traversed by guaranteed railway lines, and private

trade has been so active in sendmg grain into the country, that there has not, and T

hope there may never be any question of Government buying grain and carrymth '

jnto the affected districts of the Bombay Pres.dency. But there seems to be a serious
block in the railway traffic; and I fear that this block may act very injuriously upon
'the pctive private trads Whlch has hitherto flourished. ' I am aware that this gleat
‘grain traffic bas eome sudde nly on the railways, and that the Lailway Agents .md

Troffic Menagers have, especially on the Gre.t Indian Peniosula Railway, made grede

and not unsueccessful cﬁorts to mect the sudden demand. But I heve the difficultics

4n the way of still greater success in this respect may be’ ovcrcome
£

that in its districts there has been a failure of the food crops over areas inhabited by

' ﬁve millions*of people. The markets from which these people draw their daily food °

p.re now supplicd almost entirely with grain imported by the Great Indian Peninsula
Raﬂway Again, it is well known that the food crops of a still larger population in

_ fthe Madras Presxdency have failed, and that some millions of peoplc i Madras Would

‘consume railway-borne grain if only they could get it.

i - 4. Thus we have at the south a very large and a very urn'ent demand And we '

have also in'the north a very large, practlcally an unlimited supply. - In the Berars,

Jn the Central Provmces, in the Punjab, in the North-Westem Provinces and in’

Lehar there ‘has been & good autumn harvest, and there is'every prospect of a good
spring harvest. All these provinces, moreover, produce in good years more than they
‘can consume. They have, therefore, a large surplus. -The importance of rapidly

1t1on But, while much is bemf' conveyed, there is a portion unfortunatel
g behind, Now I learn that, at the begmmnf’ of this month 12 000 tons of

14
UQ.-G

-

0. 397. Read the following endorsement of the Chicf Secretary to Government

3. Ihaveas yet visited the Bombay I’r051dency only, but T have ascertained

conveymg this surplus food to the scarcity-stricken districts is too manifest to need -

‘lg‘-‘,\,,:
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Wor

‘ ks Department,
22nd January 1877. . No. 205,

N

grain were said to be waiting for wagons at Cawnpore ;
Nagpore ; and large quantities (as I saw myself) fxt several of other stations on the East
India Railway, on the Jubbulpore Extension, on the Nerbudda Valley Line, and at the
Berar Stations. Even to-day at a station in the Nizam’s country, east of’ Goolburea
.1 saw several hundreds of bags of grain ready for transport to” Bellary, one of El (;
Madras dis’gressed districts. In all these cases the dealers complained o; delavs - i
‘some cases the delays were said to be excessive. ) cays; m

5. . During my journey upon the Great Indian Peninsula Railway' I foun(i that
'not only was grain waiting at many stations to be, put into “Wagons l,mt'; below th
Bhore Ghaut I found 900 loaded wagons stretching over , clow the

- mil . .
turned into a siding below the Kurjut Station. I was to] 4 miles of line which had been

. . d to-d
grain wagons, consigned to the Madras Districts, are sta_x(l) " that 400 more loadod

Peninsula Railway line between Goolburga and Raichore, {11;:‘;: I;) theiffr ot e
general instructions have been issued to all the Great Indian Penipgy] ef;il . ormed ’fhat
1ot to consign any grain, until further orders, sula Railway Stations

for stationg
is to say for stations in the famine country, Ang i h::We the Thull Ghaut, that

s *

distressed tracts is manifold, The price of §

than it ought tobe. Up-counfry degle i

Madras dis.tricts moc.lerateliy quigiyly, woi‘?d‘::t:’;aliilt;ec{;fiff {.::et o e o the

::fs 1Ill):;c;)mnng Wea}r1fed by delays and consequent losses, ax(lad (:clj:;dmx:;r; z:.'r;dum(g:a;

pusines . am i ormed t.hat dealers .at Nagpore have actually sold ‘thei P ¢
gpore station and given up their Venture, beea 4 oh gt thet

bags away. And further there. i always a ’ e they could not get thelr

i . oubt
scarce, grain carts ‘_v111' ply in sufficient ramhe Wheth\er’

to ascertain what (if any thing) is wrone
;))c;ssmle. I suggest that a very aetive ofﬁa

Partment be at gpee deputed to visit
Rallways and to co ‘

fer with tho traf
. e
selected shoylq have authority to sanctio

» and o apply such remedies as may be
oer of  the Government of India Railway
tho Great Indian Peninsula and Madrss
authorities upon the matter. The officer

i

gt e T erTe

9,000 tons were waiting at , -

2 on behalf of Government such outlay o8 -

P

ot o e
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. Exd. E. C. Shunker.

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
‘ 22nd January 1877. No. 205.

temporary sidings, on borrowing engines and rolling stock, on setting up at once such

. I beli 4 stocke of new engines as may be in stock* on the
OTE.— elieve reserved stocks of uncon- : . :
structed portions of engines may be in store at different ‘guaranteed rallwa.ys. And the
% am::lllpore 01111 (t}l;e Ezist India Railway, at °officer deputed should be directed to stay
yculla on the Great Indian Peninsula Rail- i
way, and perhaps at other places, on the Madras (or other blocked) railway
: _ until all that he recommends shall have
been done, and until the grain traffic is working as well as circumstances permit.
With such officer there should, I think, be associated a selected civil officer of special
experience in traffic matters. :

HYDERABAD, (Signed) RICHARD TEMPLE.

TraNsFERRED to the Public Works Department, (Railway,) with the request that
the desired instructions may be issued for immediate attention. = .
S s (Signed) ~ 'W. HUDLESTON, .
‘ * Ohief Becretary.

No. 398. ORDER THEREON, 22nd January 1877, No. 205.

Enginecr for Railways for immediate
attention to the subject to which these
papers relate.

~ (True Extract.) .
(Signed) G. W. WALKER, Major-General, R.E.,

o : Secretary to Government.

i ’

l RAILWAY, No. 31.

To the Consulting Engineer for Railways.

»  Financial Deparfment.
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