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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.

8th December 1877, No. 2,023 W.

Buildings and Roads.
Civil Works.
Read the following paper:—

No. 90.  From Major J. L. L. MORANT, R.E., District Engineer, Nilgiris, to
. the Chief Engineer, Public Works Department, dated Ootacamund, 26th
November 1877, No. 473. .

TaEe rains during the past four months have been unprecedently heavy, and the
traffic on the high trunk road between Coonoor'and Ootacamund has been more than
usually great. Consequently the road has been very much cut up to the great
annoyance of the traffic. I therefore enclose for sanction and provision of funds an
estimate, amounting to Rupees 14,478, for coating those portions of it which have
most suffered with 4 and 3 inches of blue granite metal. )

2. The following‘table gives the rainfall at Ootacamund during four corresponding
months of the past nine years: — )

e

Month. . 1869. | 1870. | 1871. | 1872. | 1873. | 1874. | 1875. | 1876. | 1877.

INS. INS. INS. INS. INS. INS. INS INS.

L] INB-

August e oo - | 450 | 633 | 502 | 420 | 605 | 295 | 193 | 399 | 483
September ... .. | 163 | 204|192 11008 | 642 | 278 | 424 | 150 |10-91
OckobeT oo e e | 397 [10:10 [1045 | 399 | 732 {1024 | 833 | 168 | 813
November .. =+ - | 328 | 169 (1392 | 693 | 235 | 2210 | 230 | -26 | 6-Go
Total ... [13:38 2016 |31-31 |25:20 |22-14 |18'07 |16:85 | 7-41 |30-47

3. Owing to the famine having prevented grain from being supplied from
Mysore to the Wynaad, the Ouchterlony Valley and to Ootacamund during the current
year, grain has been carted up to Ootacamund from the, Coimbatore side. The traffic
has during the past four months been thius quite double what it is during the maxinum
period of an ordinary year. .

4. The above two facts fully account for the present bad state of about a half
this trunk road.

5. The annual repair allowance is Rupees 275 per mile. If the whole of thig
sum was expended on metalling it would provide 733 cubic yards per mile, or a layer
three-quarters of an inch thick for a width of only G feet. The wear of roads in
India is calculated at one cubic yard of metal per mile for each cart that passes as g
daily average ‘over the road. The daily average during the past four months hag
bLeen, I believe, at least 300.

6. At all events this road has for seversl years past received our constant and
¢arcful attention. DBut it has never been in such a state of disrepair as it is now,
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