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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS,

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.

30th November 1877, No. 1,890 W.

Buildings and Roads. N
Civil Works. - )
Read the following paper :— ’

No. 271.  From Captain R. R. E. BROCKMAN, R.E., District Engineer, Tanjore,

to the Chicf Engineer, Public Works Department, Buildings and Roads -

Branch, dated Tanjore, 22nd November 1877, No. 1,997.

_ Wit reference to paragraph 3 of G.0., No. 1,582 W, dated 10th November
1877, calling for a report on the subject of clause 12 of the minute by His Grace the

Guvernor, dated 10th October 1877, I have the honor to state that a dredge used to

le employed up to'the year 1861 for the purpose of keeping the channel referred to
open, but since its demolition nothing has been done to effect this except the constiue-
tion of groynes and-the establishment of an increased scour ‘induced thereby. This
however must necessarily fail when the body of flood-water coming down the river is
diniinished, and there is every probability that by hand-dredging a sufficiently deep

chanuel can during such a period be maintained. This will be attended to after tha’

cessation of the north-east monsoon, and if the regular maintenance allotment of
Rupees 610 prove insufficient for the purpose, a supplemental estimate for funds will
Le forwarded for sanction. ;

2. The southern opcning referred to in paragraph 12 was caused by the abnormal
floods of 1858-69. The eflect of this was to throw the legitimate channel into back
water aud effectually caused it to silt up. This breach was therefore closed and has
r:mained su ever since. At the site of this breach a natural bay has been formed in
the river, and woull afford an excellent mooring locality for the boats when they
knock off work. The objectionable habit of mooring boats’ oppusite the jetty, and,

» geuerally speaking, athwart the river, has formed the subject of numberless protesta-
tions, verbal and docunentary, on the part of. the officers of this department, but the
Marine authorities have not hitherto succeeded, apparently, in enforcing on the boat-
men the necessity, of mooring out of the line of the channel, and thus reduce the
chances of shoaling to a minimum. This habit of mooring in midstream has hitherto
also militated against the judicious conservancy operations, such as planting up grass,
&c., on the right bank of the’channel in order to contract the waterway aud induce
a scour. ~

No. 272. OrpEr THEREON, 30th November 1877, No. 1,890 W, -

Tae result of the hand-dredging after the north-east monsoon should be
reported. Meanwhile the Marine authorities will take the necessary steps to regulate,
in a way not to impede the channel, the mooring of the boats, aud to enforce
compliance with such instructions as may be issued.

(True Extract.)

-

Colonel, R.E,,
Becretary to Goverament, P.W.D.,

To the District Engineer, Tanjore.
,  Marine Department.

Exd. 8. T. Austin.
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