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Proceedings of the Mudras Gorernment, Public Works Department, .
"~ g0th April 1871, No. 1,361. :

e

No. 400,  Read the following letter from Captain L. CONWAY-GORDON, RE; - -~

Examiner of Public Works Accouuts, to the Joint Sceretary to Government,
Public Works Department, Trrigation Branch, dated Fort St. George, 22nd
March 1877, No. 48 I.:— ;o : |

1 mavE the honor fo call the attention of Goxjefnment to certain financial results

which may possibly occur in consequence of a large number of works being carried out
a3 Famine Relief Works, which would under ordinary circumstances have been

charges against the Irrigation Budget Grants of the eurrent year, and of which the .

pormal cost will, sooner 0T latér, be charged against some irrigation grants.

9 TIn the first place it is very possible that out of the irrigation grants a large

amount will remain unspent. It is impossible to speak with any certainty on this

" point, because it is not kmown what works have been or will be transferred tv

the relief work category, for which appropriations had originally been made from the

jrrigation grants; but it is possible, if not probable, that there will be short outlay. N
3. This short outlay—should it pccur—“'ill be short outlay in appearance only. “

‘As a matter of fact outlay will have been made, probably very considerably, in excess
of the grants for the current year ob works .which, under ordinary circumstances,
would have pecn carried out as irrigation works to the extent of the grants made,—'and

_ would have peen charged against those grans. This outlay will, moreover, eventually . . )

form a charge against irrigation grants.

«4. Inthe absence of any special arrahgement to the contrary, the unexpende«i

- yalasoo (if any) of the grents tor tho current year will lapse; and the works which .
under ordinary circumstances would have been a. charge -against the grants of -

{he current yeaTs will then become & burden on the grants of some future year. .-

5. This seems hard, because charges in excess of the grants will certainly be
incurred, although alarge part of those charges will for convenience be held in suspense,
and I would thercfore suggest that the Government of India be asked to sanction a
debit to the ¢ Ordinary’ grant of the cur.rent year under a special suspense head,
crediting Famine Relief” per contra. Tae debit ‘can be adjusted in _dgtail when the
valuo and particulars of work donc ar® known. There can be mo doubt, I think,

[N
.

that the utmost amount Which under this arrangement would be debited to the

 Ordinary jrrigation grant will be far bdow the amount ultimately dcbitable to

the irrigation grant on account of work actaally paid for during the current year.

6. I do not know whether the workon the’ Comniamur canal (Kistna Delta) is
likely to be ultimately Jdebited to the Ordizary grant or to the Extraordinary ; but, if
1o the latter, it might be Jdesirable that a payment on account, within the normal value
of work actually done 28 Tamine Relicf Work, should be charged to the grant of the

carrent year- 1 is improbable that there vill be short outlay from the Extraordinary

grant to this Presidency a3 it ' stands ;xfter taking into"account the swrrender .
. of Rupees 70,911,recorde,d in G.0., Nc. 406, dated Sth February 1877 ; but if

{he amount thus surrendered cannot be ‘elsewhere utilized by the Government of
Tndia, it ‘might_be replaced ab the dispesal of - this Government for the purpose

» -+ of the adjustment pow suggested..

7. 1 would suggest carly applicatiori to thé‘Gove'rnr‘nent ‘of India. 7
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Proceedings of the Madras Gosernment, Public TWorks Departient, b
20th April 1877. No. 1,361.

———

No. 491. OrpER THEREOYN, 20th April 1877, No. 1,360,

It is observed that outlay on Agri-
culturasl Works from Famine Relief
Funds is being incurred on works of
the following descriptions :—

IRRIGATION, No. 45-C.

Aeccount.

Irrigaticn Works.

(1.) Those on which expenditufe on maintenance was at the moment either
recessary or desirable, and for which i the crdinary course Budget Grant funds woulc
have been made available within a period of a few years at most.

(2.) Those on which expenditure on improvements of the Minor New Works
class was required. '

(3.) Major Works to which allctmnents would have been made, on their merits,
when funds became available. o ’ ‘

(4) Major Works which it wes not thought desirable to carry out in the

ordinary way owing to the probable results of expenditure being doubtful or insufficient,
but which promised advantages which made it desirable to spend money, which had

to be epent for the relief of distress, upon them rather than upon other works which
would have been less useful. ‘

\

Other Agriculiural Works.

(5.) Works such as river embankments the necessity for which had peen
demonstrated and accepted, but for which Budget funds would probably not, have
Leen available for many years to come, if at all. ‘

(6.) Works of a similar kind shawn to be useful, but so far less necessary that
probably but for the need of finding employment for famine labor they would not
have been undertaken within any period which it is necessary to take into account.
This general view of the objects which will be attained by the outlay of Famine

Relief Funds on Agricultural Works may a0t be quite complete, but it will serve to -

indicate how far the value of work do-e, which will appear ultimately in the Public

Works Accounts against Irrigation an1 ofter Agricultural Works, can be taken into
account, and a corresponding reduct}on mads, to the relief of the finances in future years.

Iis Grace the Governor in Council is of opinion that all expenditure on works -

of the (1) description mway be recouped by reduction of grants in such instalments as
may be found reasonable when the amount becomes known. On works of the descrip-
tion (2) it is not likely that the outlay from famine funds will be large, and as the
Minor New Works grants have’ never ever. approsimated to the axhourft known to be
essential to adequate progress in carrying out urgently required improvements{ it
would be unwise to diminish future progress by reducing grants on this account.
Tamine fun‘ds expenditurg on Class (3) may prdperly .be recovered in full and by
reasonable instalments by reduction of future grants. In the case of works of the
kind mentioned in (4) and (6) there i3 no reason for reduction of future grants on
account of money expended upon them. Money to ca}ry them on has become
available only under the exceptional circimstances of the famine, and such outlay
. will not render expenditure on other (k)in‘ds of works hereafter any ’the less necessary-

But for the famine the carryirig cut of warks classed under. (8) would have
depended upon the increase of the ordinar- giant, reg;xrding which there has been an
A}
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< Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
' 20tk Jprz'l 1877.: No. 1,361. -

extended correspondence with the Government of India, the first and last papers being

’ : noted marginally. Any adjustment other
G.0. No. 475 of 17th February 1875. Gov-

y than on paper with a grant not augmented
ia letter No. 55 A—T of the pap 8re gmer

331??‘2&{11531 1‘187?7, rocorded with G.0., will be impracticable, but a refund from a
No. 799, dated 7th March 1877. grant of 35 lakhs would be feasible and

proper. X
o Tt follows from these observati/ons that reduction of regular expenditure
unde: .Budo'et Grants of the future should be arranged for to the extent of actual
O

/ alue of work done from Famine Relief Funds on works of a description which would

in the ordinary course have been charged to those grants supposing these to remain

* + about the normal amount. . . .
o 2ndly.—That similar reduction might be extended to works, the execution of

which would have been provided for from an increased grant, but only if the grants

. of the future be augmented.

3rdly.—That no reduction can be made because Famine Relief Funds have been

or will be spent on works which would not have been carried out either from a normal

or increased grant within at any rate a period of many years to come.

3. Tor the rest the Government consider the suggestions of the Examiner of .
lpubﬁc. Works Accounts are well worthy of attention, and should the Government of

al, the unexpended balance of the Budget Grants of ordi-
nary funds for the year 1876-77 will be wrif:ten off as a charge for th.e year and the
dited to Famine Relief expenditure to be subsequently adjusted when thg
o tual work done on Agricultural Works from Famine Relief Funds becomes
val‘ue. of th; . This adjustment can be made so soon as the necessary information
deﬁ?l;dy t:le(::wx;n(;btained from the several distriets in wh‘ich expenditure of the kind
sh:l :Vg) in the first part of paragraph 2 ab.ove.has bt?en incurrtfd. .
i District Engineers will accordingly give immediate attention to the subject,
41; ‘:ll a5 8 o(t),n as possible after the 81st March, furnish’' to the .Chief Engi-
and tfoiylni(:ation through the Examiner of Public Works Accounts, lists of works
neer o ] =] ’ :

B dicated in the subjoined form. o |
of the dem :lnbe separate for Repairs, for Major Works, and forMinor New Works.

The lists shoul
e g 8 ~ g -
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; Proccedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,

Y N 20th April 1817. No. 1,361.

5 As th ; .

} beforo Govcmmc-n}:. rrigation by the 15th Jurno at latest and .will by him be laid
: 5. Ordered that a co of these I - i-
; d eration of the Uowrnmcul;ybf I;dze Procecdings Le forwarded for the carly const
; .

; (True Extract.)

\ (Sigued) JOIX MULLINS, Licnt.-Col, RE.
Joint Secy. to Gort,, r.w.D.,
Irrigation Brauch.

No. 492, i ‘ .
Docrrr No. 1,361, dated 20th April 1877.

Cory of the above forwarded to the (Jovernment of India.”

L

(True Extract.)

" ieut.-Col., R-Eq
Joint Secy. to Govt., P.W.D.,
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FROM L, CONWAY=-GORDON,

EXAMINER, P, ¥, ACCOUNTS, .

mra
-

) .

10 Tnsisom‘r%sscnm.knr TO GOVERNMENT,

\\/ =
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT,

IRRIGATION BRANCH.

NO. 44’,&, FORT ST.GEORGE.23ND. MARCH,1877.

SIR,

THE ATTENTION OF GO VERNMERT

.

1 HAVE THE HONOR TO CALL

o CERTAIN FINANCIAL RESULTS WHICH MAY POSSIBLY OCCUR IN

CONSEQUENCE OF A LARGE NUMBER OF WORKS BEING CARRIED OUT AS

-

FAMINE RELIEF WORKS, WHICH WOULD UNDER ORDINARY CIRCUNM=-

VE BEEN CHARGES AGAIMST THE IRRIGATION BUDGET-

AND OF WHICH THE NORMAL COST

STAHCES HA

GRANTS OF THE CURRENT .YEAR,
WILL, SOONER OR LATER, BE CHARGED AGAINST SOME IRRIGATION
GRANTS.

2. IN THE FIRST PLACE IT 18 VERY POSSIBLE THAT OUT OF

ENT.

-~

THE IRRIGATION GRANTS A LARGE AMOUNT WILI. REMAIN UN-SP

IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO SPEAKX WITH AMY CERTAINTY ON THIS POINT

BECAUSE IT IS NOT KNOWN WHAT WORKS HAVE BEEN OR RILL BE

. . e - it o M
L "GRANTSS
NS HAD ORIGINALLY BEEN MADE FROM THE IRRIGATIO&A\BUT

TRANSFERRED T0 THE RELIEF WORK CATEGORY, FOR YHICH APPRO=~

'

PRIATIO

BABLE THAT THERE WILL BE SHORT OUT-

“

1T 13 POSSIBLE IF NOT PRO

LAY.

®
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i ,z . . BE ULTIM Y DEB . .
it 3. THIS SHORT OUTLAY = SHOULD IT OCCUR - WILL BE SHORT § 1 o - cAnAL { KISTNA DELT*:’ I8 LIKELY TO < IK A
1 f 14 - . Y A
1] - . o ‘ . . : oy
1. . : : BUT IPF TO o]
i1 HE EXTRAORDINARY} v S
% 1 OUTLAY IN APPEARANCE ONLY, AS A MATTER OF FACT OUTLAY ¥ILL To THE ORDINARY GRANT OR TO T . .
' -
) 3 Cs
3] 5 . ) . HAT A PAYMENT ON ACCOUNT, N E
il HAVE BEEN MADE,- PROBABLY VERY CONSIDERABLY In EXCESS OF THE ' THE LATTER IT MIGHT BE DESIRABLE T ) e
. § , 3 '%".
3 . - WORK ACTUALLY DONE AS FAMINE RE-~- !
3 ‘ GRANTS fOR THE CURRENT YEAR ON WORKS WHICH, UNDER ORDIMARY wITHIN THE NORMAL VALUE OF ¥O 3
. - ' \ f
21 oy E GRAMT OF THE CURRENT ) b
v Suoul-R BE CHARGED TO TH 158
g CIRCUMSTANCES, WOULD HAVE BEEN CARRIED OUT AS IKRRIGATION LXEF WORK.SH . pfﬂ
3 : b I
s | . ~ .
! X AT THERE WILL BE SHORT OUTLAY FROM o
é { WORKS TO THE EXTENT OF THE GRAMTS MALE, AMD WOULD HAVE BEEN ‘ o YEAR, IT 15 IMPROBABLE THAT TH : .
M i . F -
${ . L
it T To THIS PRESIDENCY, AS IT STANDS 1%
RDINARY GRAN ‘ e
1 CHARGED AGAINST THOSE GRANTS. THIS OQUTLAY ¥ILL MOREOVER : : THE EXTRAO : rifﬁ
i . 3 ER OF RS.%70,91I RECORD-~ }i}“
il EVENTUALLY FORM A CHARGE AGAINST IRRIGATION GRANTS. i AFTER TAKING INTO ACCOUNT THE SURREND <70 : ]
X1 b 2 | fo Cbi-
b ﬁ .
| j ‘ ~ ED IN GOVERNMENT ORDER NO. 406 DATED §TH. FEBRUARY 1877; BUT 105
3 ' 4 §
¢ - . f ! 4 . ! i
Al 4. IN THE ABSENCE A : {GEMENT TO THE CON- 3 - £ L o
il OF ANY SPECIAL ARRAR LF THE AMOUNT THUS SURRENDERED CANNOT BE ELSEWHERE UTILIZED !}/
Al ; ) B
i TRARY, THE UN-EXFEN g O 3 E GRANTS FOR o . e d -]
5%5 . ENDED BALANCE  IF ANY 3 OF TH t sy THE GOVERNWENT OF INDIA, IT MIGHT BE RE-FLACED AT THE Fff
15 : ‘ . b 3
30 THE CURRENT YEAR WILL LAPSE; A WORAS WHICH UNDER ORDIN- SE OF THE ADJUST= PR
3 : e * HD THE DISPOSAL ar THIS GOVERN”ENT FOR TH?: PURPOS ’ f ﬁ
o R . . y 1 -5
W - * - v 4{
y ARY CIRCUMSTANCES WOULD HAVE BEEN A CHARGE AGAINST THE GRANTS , ‘

: )
: \ MENT NOT S JGGESTEDe iv_}
B OF THE CURRENT YEAR, WILL THEN HECOME A BURDEN ON THE GRANTS I . i
- v ) . . N ‘
1 ! { WOULD SUGGEST EARLY APPLICATION TO THE GOVERNNENT | |{"
;?f OF SOME FUTJYRE YEAR, ' 7. . o
-~ ' L.
-} . oF INDIA. : ‘ . :
=3 - - 1}
1 5 THIS SEEMS HARD] BECAUSE CHARGES IN EXCESS OF THE . . RIL
-2 5 - ‘r‘ v
% P R . L I HAVE THE HONOR TO BE i
«‘-ﬁi GRANTS WILL CERTAINLY BE IRCURRELD, - ALTHO' A LARGE PART OF 1 . . - i
> N . } z
i b THOSE CHA " ' l ' SIR, L F
2k HARGES WILL FOR CONVENIENCE BE HELD IN SUSPENSE, ARD . o ‘ %
4 - [ : YOUR MOST OBEDT.SERVT, ALE
E - . v a3
A I WOULD THEREFORE SUGGEST THAT THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA BE - v . ' -
Sy I . : i1
=K ASKED TO SANCTION A DEBIT TO THE 'ORDINARY' GRANT OF THE CUR= 1 : ‘~t
. -2 1 . n 1 n 1t
S M ' ” . N . ; . - - e
$ RENT YEAR UND S ; RRS
i NEER A SPECIAL SUSPENSE HEAD, CRECITING ' FAMINE ' : | a‘_“ J <’ ¥
! RELIEF' PER CONTRA, T ~ : ’ A ’ VC
N HE DEBI . < g
; T CAN BE ADJUSTED IN DETAIL WHEN 3 % £ XAMINER, P, ¥ ACCOUNTS, %{_
F .
THE VALUE AND PARTICULARS op YOR: t 1 . A
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