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¢ Proceedings_of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
- C T - J10th Aprit 1871, No. 1,235. . \

.

-

'No. 255."  Read the ‘following lotter from Major ROSS TIIOMPSON, R.E,

" District Engincer, Iresidency,” to the Chief Engineer, Public Works

_ . Department, Buildings and Roads Dranch, dated Fort St. George, 14th
-March 1877, No. 6,446 :—

3
k4
L}

e ApvERTING to G.O., No. 327, of 1st February 1877, T have the honof to submit

herewith an estimate, amounfing to Rupees 2,000, for work carried out on
1he Wallajah bridge iu the year.1875, before the arrival of IIis Royal 1lighness the
Trince of Wales; and to explain the cauces of excess of expenditure on this work
over the approximate estimate for Rupees 500, sanctioned in G.O., No. 2,777, of 28th
September 1875. . -

9. The original approximate estimate of Rupees 000 merely in'ovided for tke
substitution of a plain brick and chunam parapet for the old wooden railings. These
were loose, hud become rotten and were absolutely unsafe. )

3. After work had been commenced it becamme apparent that the bridge required
considerably more than the mere substitution of a brick parapet for a wooden railing
to put it in thoroughly good order and to give it a presentable appearance, as dirccted
in memorandum No. 486, dated 7th September 1875, from the Under Secretary to
Government, Public Works Department. — ‘

4. The old broken and decayed plaster on the faces of the bridge had to be
removed and replaced with three coats of new chunam, A

5. When removing the old wooden railings the cornice over the old masonry .
was found to be decayed, and had therefore to be removed, rebuilt, and plastered. - -

6. The south-cast wing wall was also decayed in places, it was therefore
repaired and plastered. '

7. Twelve cast iron lamp posts were also purchased and fixed at the sides of
the roadway. ) “ o o

8. The tablet on the bridge had 1o be removed during ropaii-s, and the
opportunity was seized for redressing it before refixing in the parapet.

9. To plaster the faces of the bridge, end at the same time to admit of the
construction of the parapcté being proceeded with, scaffolding had to be erected in the
wafer. ' It will be remembered that at the time this work was carried out bamboos,
palmyrahs, rope, okilled labor for crecting scaffolding on platforms were at a
premium, owing to the preparations which were being made by all eclasses for the
reception of Iis Royal ITighness. The scaffolding, its erection and removal, there-
fore, cost more than under ordinary circuinstaqbes and went to swell the expenditure
on the work. It is certain, however, that every rupee spent on the bridge was< well
éptnt. Mr. Milne, the Supervisor in charge, was constantly on the wqu.’ This in
jtself was a guarantee that all the work carried out was good, sound, and worth the
money it cost. o o : '
©o10. 1 regret .the delay which has occgri‘ed in’ submitting this estimate. “On
turning to the file of papers connected with the subject, I find that it was prepared in
January 1876, but was returned to the Range Officer for explanation regarding some .’
of the items.” He 1e-submitted it afterwards with satisfactory explanations on the
€ 4th May 1876, when the official year had elapsed. In the meantime I had gone
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Proceedings of the - Madras Government, Public Works Dcpartment:
10tk April 1877. No. 1,235. - . *

Y

to Bangalore as Officiating District Engineer, and lost sight of the subject until my |
return last month. ’ ‘ , , o

No. 256. OrpEr TEREON, 10(h April 1877, No. 1,235

 Uxper the explanation mow ouly . -
IVIL WORKS, No. 25. ' : XP
C WO y N0. 49 supplied by the District Engineer, after 3

having been imperatively called for, the

Fund.—PROVINCIAL SERVICES.

Class.— CoXXsUNICATIONS, ) estimate of Rupees 2,000 for the thorough
iy anti bridged roads. . repair of the Wallajah bridge is sanc- (
%Z‘fmm&ﬁwxﬁm Bridge. tioned. It is remarked that the original '
e ot B Public Works Pepetmnt sanction .was merely for an approximate

estimate, but the great delay that has
been permitted to occur in the ad]ustment of the accounts for the work completed

upwards of a twelve month ago is most unsatisfactory. Ilis Grace the Governor in } f Z
Council regrets to observe that he has already on other occasions had to animadvert L - / - ad

on the dilatory submission of regular estimates from the Presidency District. M

2. This sanction has been registered as Provincial No. 12— . 1 ? it I % :
| | o Extmt)mem No. 12—W of 1877 7‘8. , ' %/ z. ﬁz’% %‘uéu:,d?;
‘ ' | B B S W 9 Y /7%
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To the District Engineer, Presidency. s
»» Examiner of Public Works Accounts. )
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