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Proceedmgs of the Maa’ras Government, Public Works Department,
, Vth Apmz 1877. No. 1,203.

No, 198. - Read the following letter from F. N. THORO\VGOOD Esq., C E,

Superintendent, Madras Harbour Works, to the Acting Joint Secretary to

Government, Public Works Department, Bulldmgs and Roads Branch,
dated Madras, 22nd March 1877, No. 113-W :—

I gave the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your memorandum, N 0. 773,
“dated 21st instant, which shall have my prompt atten,tlon

2. - I feel it my duty, however, to point out the followmg matters Whlch deserve ‘
consideration :-— '
I.—The Eno'meer in Chief, Mr Parkes, has only allowed me one skilled d_lVer
; out from Europe ; consequently I have to keep him more closely at work
than should be done. in this climate. A.ll other dlvers I haye to pick -~
up here and educate tp the work. ‘
II.—I have at present only one diving boat, from which two divers work ata
time preparing the foundation of the pier.. ~
IIT.—The most 1mpo1tant part of the work at present is preparing foundation
at a sufficiently quick rate, which work can only be done by the divers.
3. These things being so, I have only to sta.te that e'wh exammatlon of any-
- erates that are put down, or each putting down of a flesh CIQt\,, will neeeasaru}
involve taking the “hole diving crew away from thelr proper. and more’ important *
“work of levelling the base, for the, greater part of a’ day duun" .which time the
preparing foundation for constructing the pier will be at a stand still. ‘ .
, 4. The value of the experiments with the crates runs the chance of bemo *
“reduced to nothing through the probability of the crates bem" capsized by’ shxps’
cables, as is the case with two, now put down, an. account on which will be given in’
my progréss repoxb for this month. At the same timé I need hardly say that every
* hour of smooth weather is of the utmost mportanee towards carrymg out: the :
constructlon of the north pier. :

\Nc'). ‘199. ORDER THEREON, 7th Apnl 1877 No. 1, 203

TrHE Government cons1der that the
use .of the diving boat and .of, the
.o . European diver once a- month, for the
'Purpose of carryiug out the inv estloatlons directed in G.0., No. 3,490, dated 19th -
December 1876, by w hich the real state of the sea and the probablhtxes of the sand’
gathering can be to some extent accurately determined, is most’ necessa.ry, and
_cannot interfere seriously with the prosecution of the foundation work. - ~
9, 1t is to be hoped that before long the Native divers mll be so0 far tramed as’
. to suPplemen(: the European diver in the last mentioned duties.

CIVIL WORKS, No. 16.

(TrueExtract) e o
- ‘ ' o
‘ Colonel R. E
NEP ‘ ‘ Secretary to Govemment, P W D."
To the Supenntendent Madras Harbour Works ‘ e
- -, Marine Department. o S
" Exd E:C.Shuker. =~ ' .
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