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/ Read the following papers —

\ \T

{ No 37 From Colonel A S MOBERLY, R E, District Engimeer, Cuddapah,
to the Chief Engineer, Public Woiks Department, Buildings and Roads
Branch, dated Camp, Poolavaindla, 22nd February 1877, No 2,671

I BAVE the honor to submit, for the orders of Government, the accompanying
origmmal correspondence It scems to me that the Inspecting Postmaster, *ellor:
Division, has quite forgotten himsclf » the Post Office at Cuddapah had been handed
over to the Public Works Department for repair, and so Mr Theobalds had no
business to be occupying 1t, and I bave now written to him and requested him to

-

vacate 1t

2 If Mr Theobalds had any complamt to make about the work he eould have
scen me on the 9th or 10th of this month, when I was m Cuddapah, or have written -
to me about it.

rs—

\From Mr C SETON, Sub-En gneer 1 charge, Cuddapah Range, to Coloncl A § MOBERLY
R I, Dustrict Engumeer, Cuddapah, dated Camp, Ippo: entah, 17th February 1877,
No 573 ?

I po myself the honor to forward, for such motice as yo; may deem proper, an orgnal
letter from the Inspecting Postmaster, Nellore Division, Ko 9,557, and dated the 15th nstant

2 To understand Mcr., Theobalds’ complaint correctly, it 1s necessary to submit g feyy
prelimunary observations . )

3 When the repairs to the Cuddapah Post Office were taken 1n hand, about three weeks since,
we found Mr, Theobalds in possession of the premuses—ocoupying the building 1n fact ag hyg
dwelling house No effort on our part was made to disturb or Inconvenence his famly op R
himself, and the contractor went on with the preparation and eollection of the required materials
During tlus period I recerved more than one report of Mr Theobalds’ interference, and on the
evening of the 5th I went down to the office by special request of the Inspector, who said he
had objections to the work being carmed out

4 On this occasion the objection rased was that the amount of tho estimate was not
sufficient, and I was imformed that if any attempt was made to remove the roof of the front
room the whole building would collapse I considered attentively all that was smd, and 8aW no
reason to delay the work ¥ad I done g
I could at once have freed myself from al)
responsibility by referring to you, as you
came 1nto Cuddapah a day or two afterwards

5 On this occasion Mr Thn;;balds spoke very improperly of the department—talkeq about
his twelve year’s experience 1n 1t, and of the rotten work he had seen executed during that time
I mght then have noticed dus objectionable language, but knowing his bumptious disposition,
I thought lus oppomtion would be disarmed by courtesy and attention, and I was not prepared
for the active opposition which he now defends

6 I wisted the Post Office twice on the morning of the 15th  On the first occasion T was
not informed of the Inspector’s active interference, but subsequently Mr Andrée, the contractor,
told me of the stoppage of the work, and he requested Mr Theobalds to come and sce me
I mct bim 1n the frout room, and said ‘I understand you have stopped the contractor’s coolies
from gomng on with the work ” Ile said, yes, and that he expected the Postmaster-Genera] to
mepect the bwlding I said, “don’t you think 1t was night to inform me of your objections
Ledore you stopped the execution of work under my charge, and prevent the work-people from

e

I was i Cuddapsh from 9th to 11th, but heard nothing

either from Mr Scton or Mr Theobalds
(Signed) ASM
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workmen to stop, perhaps a few mnutes earlier than they would have themselves brought their

day’s work to a close
3 THowever, such work of pilking out terrace as they did revealed cracks and bad work n

other places, and for which, as faras I understand, the small repair estimate now 1n hand does
not provide for putting to nights, and the bwlding would thus again be 1n an unsafe condition
for oceupation, and the working out of the present estimate would be & loss to Grovernment, as
most probably some of the work mtended now would have to be pulled down 1 doing other repairs
4 1 wasled to understand that you would have returned from Chint Commadinny on the
13'h  You had not returned on that day or on the day following , I was therefore unable to
communicate with you, asin & matter Like this your prosence only would, have ensured your
correctly judging Anyhow, your absence prevented me informing you before you appeared

yourself

5 I was expecting the Postmaster-General yesterday, and wished to show im what
he was to expect after the repair estimate, Rupees 240, was carried out Yo did mot come, but
may by this evening or to-mOITOW, when I hope he will see matters more 1n skeleton, and judge

whether 1t would be worthwhile carrying out present estimate

¢ I regret you should have put yourself out of temper this morning instead of listeming
en I informed you that it was

to the reasonableness of my action, and particularly so wh
desirable the head of my department, who was hourly expected, should see the place humself
and decide, as with me the Postmaster-General would naturally evince a desire that Government

money should not be wasted, and the lves of the Post Office subordinates jeopardised again

7 You thrust the responsibility of my action upon me I accepted of 1t pending arrval
of th Postmaster-General, and 1t therefore not a Little surprised me to see that you ordered the
workmen to go on with thewr work of picking out the terracing )

—

No 517.
- RererreD to the Postmaster-General.
. ‘ (By order)
(Signed) W FAREWELL, Colonel,
Acting Jomnt Secretary to Government,

Fort St G‘EORGE,
Buildings and Roads Branch

1st March 1877

\( No 37-A From H G TURNER, Esq, Acting Postmaster-General, to the Acting
Joint Secretary to Government, Public ‘Works Department, Buldings and
Roads Branch, dated Madras, 14th March 1877, No 11,886—972

I mave the honor to acknowledge receipt of the correspondence forwarded with
your No 517, dated 1st March 1877 I cannot too strongly express my dissatisfac-
tion at the language which Mr Theobalds used mn deseribung the nature of the wok
undertaken by the Pubhe Works Department on the Cuddapah Post Office

9 Dut although I deprecate the nature of the language, I must say that I
entirely agree with him 1n thinking that the work 1tself 18 hikely to prove useless, and
to cause a waste of Government money. I personally mspected the Post Office, and _
I think that the repairs contemplated are wholly inadequate, and I have mstructed
the Inspector not to take over charge of the building from the Public Works Depart-
ment unless the repars are more efficiently carried out than they now promise to be
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