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v Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
Ath April 1877. No 1,109.

No. 24 Read the following endorsement of the Consulting Engineer for
Railways, dated Madras, 20th March 1877, No. 176 —

From W. 8 BETTS, Esq, Agent, South Indian Railway, to Lieutenant-Colonel
J H. M. SHAW-STEWART, RE, Consulting Engineer for Railways,
dated Negapatam, 16th August 1876, No. 2,063.

- I rorwArD, herewith, a petition from certain inhabitants of Ramnad, who are

desirous to have railway communication between thewr town and Madura. I have

informed the petitioners that the granting of their prayer rests with Government and

not with the Company I represent. ’

L 4

Tur Mathurnama of the respectable imhabitants and great merchants, &o, of the town of
Ramnad 1n the Ramnad Zemindar: of the Madura District, and from the undersigned
great inhabitants .

Tuere are two great zemindar districts in the Southern India, viz , Ramnad and Shevagunga

In the District of Ramnad Zemindari, Ramaswaram 18 & place more famous than any other
aarred IIimdoo Temple, and for the Thanuscot: celebrated as a sacred pool

People from Hyderabad, Baroda, Banares, Mysore, &¢, 1n the north of India, and from
the Malabar District in Southern India, and from numerous petty towns and villages therem,
tinually great number flock as pilgrims to the above-mentioned temple and sacred pool

A railway line has been constructed and opened for traffic for the benefit of passengers and
the inhabitants of the places and willages lymng on the north, west, and south of the town of
Madura, but none for these that occupy the places east of Madura .

If a sumilar hine of railway be constructed and cpened for traffie from the esst of Madura
town to the large boat-stand adjacent to the abovesad Ramaswaram, 1t will not only be beneficial
to the people who frequent the abovesaid temple at Ramaswaram for the sake of worship and on
a pilgrmage to the said sacred pool at Thanuscots, but also to the merchants averiging 1,000 a
day, who gonerally carry on their trade by large boats at the seaport towns named Fort St
Dawnd, Ayathoray, &c, to Columbo, Candy, &c, but also will yweld a great revenue to the
Raillway Company

Agam, 1f the rmlway system be introduced, it will not only enlarge the trade and be
convenient to the merchants and traders, but also will afford a great deal of profit to the ralway,
for 1t will embrace the said two zemindan districts and their large towns, countries, and villages,
and the seaport towns of Keelacaray, the public resting  place, Vatharney, Paumben Channel,
Fort St Dawd, and also the salt-pans The merchants from Rangoon, Moulmern, Ceylon,
Columbo, and other places generally load their large boats with rice, cloth, &e, and 1mport them
into the abo -esmid seaport towns. These articles i question are loaded upon common earts and
carried along\ the above-mentioned two zemindari districts, to Madura, and other mportant
places, and on heir return articles of valuable character are purchased and brought down to the
said seaport tovns for the exportation to Rangoon and other places Between the above.
mentioned seaport towns and Paumben there 13 slip of sea, in which ean be secn a broken dam
buwlt of stone, and beyond this a river twenty yords long and about thrpe men’s depth Tt 1q
across thus place large boats and ships are passing  Between Paumben Channel and sacred pool,
Thanpuscot, thereis a plain and open ground extendmg to forty miles and used for footpath
A railway lLine along this plan ground may be constructed.

Moreover, 1t can be seen that a portion of sea between the sacred pool and Ceylon 1n
which a broken dam made up by heaps of sand 1s visible, 1n some ports sea of Little depth. If
a lLine of rmlway along this interrupted dam be constructed by laying out a very large amount
of money and cost of labor and opened for publie traffio, 1t will entirely put a stop to the exporta-
tion and wnportation of goods of many and v.thble character through large boats and ships and
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