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GOVERNMENT‘*OF MADRAS.
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT. .

1st May 1877, No.10 W. - -
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No. 19. Read the following endorsement? of the Officiating Chief Secretary to
. Government, Financial Department, dated 20th April 1877, No. 883 :—

From Captain L. CONWAY-G'ORDON, R.E., Examiner of Public Works Accounts, . .
to the Secretary to Government, Public Works Department, General Branch, .
dated Fort St. George, 17th-April 1877, No. 9 W. o

I BAvVE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of G.0., in the Financial Department,
No. 1,050, dated 24th March 1877, in which it is stated that the Governor in Council -
do3s not concur with this office in the opinion that the travelling allowance drawn by
Colonel Mullins on his late journey to Delhi should be governed by the Public
Works Code. : T : :

2. With reference to this statement I have the honor most respectfully to point | -
out that on the issue whether Colonel Mulling travelling allowance on the occasion

of his visit to Delhi should be governed by the Public Works Code or by the rules laid

down in G.O. (Financial Department), No. 257, dated 5th February 1876, this office,

so far as I am aware, has expressed no opinion whatever.

3.. The only opinion expressed by this office was to the effect that if the Chief
Tngincer’s travelling allowances were o be aud:ted by the Examiner of Public Works
Aceounts, they must be drawn out in accordaace with the rules prescribed in the .
Public Works Department, and of the correctness of this opinion there can, I respect- '
fully submit, be no pessible doubt. = ' '

4. It cannot be a matter of doubt that an Audit Office is bound to act on the
orders it receives, and only on those orders. Should any doubt on such a point exist,
the following ruling contained in the Public Works Code III, VII, II will probably
be held as conclusive :— : [ ' : '

In all matters relating to the audit of charges for establishments and travelling allowances,

- and generally in cases on which fixed rules have been laid down by the Government

~ * : of India, Public Works Controllers are held to be on the footing as the Civil Audit

* Department. They are bound rigorously to act on those rules without admitting of

) any exception; and in cases of doubt, references as to the comstruction of the rules

- should be made to the Government of India through the Accountant-General, Pullic

‘Works Department, to be disposed of in the Public Works Department, or to be further
referred for final orders in the Financial Department as may be necessary.”

5. At present the only rules laid down for the guidance of this office in the
audit of travelling allowances are practically those contained in the Public Works .
Code, and it is consequently those rules only that this office can recognize. As I
understand from the papers accompanying G.0., No. 173, of 14th April 1877, that the
Accountant-General has passed to Colonel Mullins, in eompliance with the wishes of
Government, travelling allowance in accordance with some rules which at present have
not been even communicated to me, I regret, that in accordance with the rules laid
down for my guidance in the Public Works Code, read with the papers printed with
G.0.,; No. 1,568, dated 23rd June 1876, I shall be unable to accept finally the debit
in transfer from the Civil Department ‘without a refercnce to the Government of India -~
through the Accountant-General. - * : - . o ‘
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" Prruc Works DEPARTYENT, Lot Miy 1877, No. 10 W. . 3

. ‘ No. 1 003 . :
, TRANSFERBED to the Financial Department ]
Fort St. GEORGE, ‘ (Signed). - E. A, FOORD, Colonel, RE.,
19th April 1877, Secretary to Government, P.W.D.
{  RETRANSFERRED to thc Public Works Department as it does mot appear that any,

further orders are necessary in the Financial I)epartment

The orders regarding ¢ travellirg allowances” p'xssed on the 6th I‘ebruary 1846
No. 257, were duly commumcated to the Public Works Department and 1t rests thh

that department to embody them in the Public Works Code or not. - ]
. T R (Swned) 'D.T. (,AR‘\IICHAEL

S R oL . . Offg. Chief Secretary

ENo. 20. ORDER THEREON, lst \Iay 1877, No. 10 W. .

! RECORDED and commumcated to the Examiner of Pubhc Works Accounts. o
7 (True Extract) A T
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i, . B Lo S Colonel RE., 3
. R Secretary to Govemment P W D.:
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o the Exammer of Pubho Works Account%
mth G. 0 Ne. 96 dated 11th l*ebmary 1846
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..;MENT ORCER IN THE FINANCIAL DEPARTMENT NO.IO50 DATED ‘Z4TFH. -

-

MARCH I86%77 IN

MOST RESPECTFULLY TO

FROM L. CONWAY=GORDON,

EXAMINER, Pe We ACCOUNTS,

TO THE SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT,
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMERT, |

GENERAL BRANCH.

FORT ST.GEORGE, I7TH.APRIL,I877. i
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CIl, DOES MOT CONCUR WITH THIS OFFICE IN THE OFPINION THAT

~“THE TRAVELLING ALLOWANCE DRAWN BY COLONEL MULLINS O HIS

LATE JOURMEY TO DELHI SEii0ULD BE GOVERNED BY THE PUBLIC
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WORKS' CODE,

2o .. © WITH RE?EREN"CE TO THIS STATEMENT, I HAVE THE HONOR

POINT, OUT THAT
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'COLONEh MULLINS' TRAVELLING ALLOWANCé ON THE COCCASION OF

HORKS

HIS 'VISIT TO DELHI SHOULD BE GOVERNED BY THE PUBLIC

CODE OR BY THE RULES LAID DO¥N IN GOVERNMENT ORDER <:FIN-

ANCIAL DEPARTMENT) NO.257 DATED §TH.FEBRUARY IB70, THIS

OFFICE SO FAR A3 I AM AWARE, HAS EXPRESSED NO OPINION

WHATEVER,
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FROM THE EXAMINER. .

Pe¥, ACCOUNTS.

A~
TO THE SECRETARY TO GOVT,

’. !. D LN J ~
~ GENL. BRANCH.
»

DATED. I7TH, APRIL,IB77.
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REGARDING THE PASSING OF THE
TRAVELLING AULOWANCE CLAIMLD .BY
COLe MULLINS ON HIS LATE JOURNEY TO
DELHIe ) -
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE MADRAS GOVERNMENT. - '
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