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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department
o1st July 1876. No. 1,858. '

No. 372. Read the following endorsement of the Chief Secretary to Government
dated Ootacummand, 12th July 1676, No. 1,084 :— ’

From L. R. BURROWS, Tsq., Acting President of the Municipal Commission, Madras
to the Hon. W. HUDLESTON, Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St.’
George, dated Madras, 10th July 1876, No. 234.
Wre reference to .0, dated 14th June 1876, No. 1,083, Finaneial Department
1 have the honor to remark that with three feet of water above the sill of the lowesi,:
would be reccived in the town provided the

municipal pipe 2 full supply of water
municipal channel was kept clear of weeds by the Municipality. At the same time the
t level would in all probability be of very inferior quality. It

water delivered at tha
will be within the recollection of the Government what was the quality of the water
in July last year when the water was at its lowest level, iz, 3 fect and 6% inches above

the sill of the lowest pipe. During that month and the two succeeding ones the water
delivered from about 50 per cent. of the public and private taps had a most nauseous
smell, which Dr. Balfour in a letter printed in Government Proceedings, Public

Department, dated 16th
remains of the animals tha
remedy for the smell was

putrified wherever it was stagnant.
9. The next point on which I am desired to report is the maximum quantity of

water likely to be actually drawn off at the town sluice for a year’s supply during the
next ten years. I find myself in a difficulty in answering this question because its cor-
rect solution depends ona variety of conditions which it is impossible to foresce. If the
water works continue in their present imperfect state, the present consumption will in
all probability not be exceeded. . The quantity which is reported by Captain Smith
to have been drawn off af the municipal sluice during the official year 1875-76
amounted to 11,953,625 cubic yards, a larger quantity than that delivered in the two
preceding years. This increase of consumption was caused partly by the abnormal
dryness of the seasol, which necessitated the public tanks being repeatedly filled with

water, partly by
the pipes when the water at the Red Hills was low, and partly by the increased use
made of the water, which was supplied free of cost by private persons for purposes of

irrigation. Although the Municipality have not been able to establish any check on

the measurements of the Public Works Department, there is reason to believe that
these measurements err, if at all, on the side of excess, and that more accurate meas-

_urements would have the effect of reducing the quantity shown on the returns as issued
to the Municipality- The Municipality have now imposed a charge of two annas per
thousand gallons for water used for other than domestic purposes, a measure Which
 will have a tendency t0 restrict consumption. These considerations induce me to think
that in the present condition of the water works the Municipality will not require

more than twelve million cubic yards per annum.
that long ere the period of ten years has elapsed

3. Itis to be hoped, however,
something will have been decided upon for improving the Madras water works. At

unicipal fund precludes the idea of increasing expenditure.

present the state of the m
No plans have been agreed upon or even propoéed, Tt is, therefore, idle to speculate

¢ died in the pipes. It was found that the only practiZable
to keep the taps constantly running. The water rapidly

e e o= - = - : =
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October 1875, no doubt rightly attributed to the decomposing;'

the waste which was necessitated in order to promote circulation in
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Proceea’mgs of the Madras Government, Public TWor
21st July 1876. No. 1,858.

ks Department, ‘

i
A

on the effect which i 1mprovements, the nature of which ig unknown, will have on the 1
consumption of future years, ‘ :

. ———

TRANSFERRED to the Public Works 1

epartment with reference to Order in that 3
Department, No, 1,090, dated 1st May 1876, :
(Slgned)_ - W. HUDLESTON,

Chief Secretary.

————————

ORoER TIEREON, 215t July 1876, No, 1,858,

IRRIGATION, No. 35, ]
"~ of the addmonal information regarding

Proportion between tonsumption and jsgyeg referred to in Proceedings of Madras

Government of the Ist May last, No. 1 »090, who will submit a further report on this
* _point as goop ag Possible,

No. 373.

Recorpep pendmg the receipt from
the Superintending Engineer, Chingleput,

(True Extract,)
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