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Proceedmgs of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
.- - - 20th July 1876. No. 1,827.

No. 312.  Read the following letter from K. F. NORDMANN, Esq., Officiating’
District Engineer, Vizagapatam, to Major-General G. W. WALKER, R.E,- .
Secretary to Government, *Publie Works Department dated Vmanaoram,
1st July 1876, No. 715 :— '

Ix G.O., No. 1,002, dated 21st Apnl 1876, 1t is remarked that the Actm0 District
Engineer of Vizagapatam has hardly appreciated the duty incumbent on him, as an
officer in the Government service, of affording every assistance in his power to the
passage of troops proceeding on emergent field semce. -

2. AsT consider that, in this sentence, I am undeservedly censnred, I respect- )

fully request that Government will be pleased to reconsider their order. - oo

3. I believed I was strictly carrying out my duty in actinges I did ; and I
. therefore - feel injured when told that I hardly appreciated my duty on the occaslon.
4. TIbegto recite the facts of the case, which are as follows :— _
I had been ordered by the Chief Engineer in March, not on any account to stop - -
work on the new ghaut. A few days afterwards the Governor’s Agent called upon me
to stop work and send all coolies to carry baggage for the troops marching to Bustar. .

- I'naturally hesitated for 2 moment about complying with the Agent’s demands, in the )
face of the Chief Engineer’s order ; and I submit that I acted correctly by telegraphing: o
to the Chief Eungineer on the sub]ect. However, as I did not receive an immediate -
reply from the Chief Engineer by telegraph, I took upon myself, looking to the urgéney -

of the case, to disregard his orders to stop work, and let the Collector have my coolies.
5. When I received the Chief Engineer’s telegram in reply to mine, I found
that, in acting as I did, I had acted in accordance with that officer’s wishes ; his tele-
gram ordering me to do that which I had already done in anticipation of his sanction.

6. Ihad been placed in a difficult position and was specially anxious to do my strict
duty, and act correctly in the matter.. -Being left to my own devices, in the absence -
of immediate orders, I did that which was afterwards approved of by the Chief Engi-
-neer’s telegram ; and the Government, in their order under reference, in paragraph 2, say
that 1 would have incurred a heavy responsibility had I acted otherwise than I did.
7. Under these circumstances, I regpectfully submit that I did not fail to appre-
ciate my duty on the occasion ; and I hope that-the Government W111 on reconsi-

deratwn, consent to modify then' order. . e

*No. 313. g Onman mn:cox, 20th July 1876, No. 1,827.

: Hrs Grace the Governor in Council sees
. ‘ESTABLISHMENT, No. 23. . I no reason for any modification of the -
T S - order of the 21st April 1876, No. 1,002. -

T ' (True Extract) - , ) ] .
S T Colonel,
L . L Oﬁ:q Under Secy. to Goot P, WD
“ o the Disti-ict Enginegr, Vizagapatam. '. - N
Exd, W. H. French. S o o
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