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Proceedings of the Madras Gorernment, Public Works Department,
wth April 1876.

No. 141, * TRead the followmé letter from Major I R MEAD, R E, District
Engineer; South Arcot, to Major-General G 'W. WALKER, R E, Secretary
to Government, Public Worhs Department, dated Camp at Cuddalore, 16th

March 1876, No 229 —

I 1avE the honor to report that one Chinnasawmy Naidoo has brought an action
17 aganst, 1st, Mr Wiffin, Range Officer;
PZE;ZL:HO;L r?lfy I;me'iamt 2nd, Narayanasawmy Naidoo, late Overseer
1 cmorandun to Contractor *  of Cuddalore Taluq, and, 3rd, myself, as
Account District Engineer, for Rupees 1,288-13-5,
on account of the Ooppalarady channel work I enclosea copy of the plaint aund report
the following as regards the facts of the case
2 The Ocppalavady channel carthwork was given to the Contractor 1n September
1873, no contract or agrecment bemng made , the work to be done was 69,725 cubic
yards of earth at 1 Anna, Rupees 4,357-13-0
The work went on, and p'lymeuts were made from time to time; 1 May 1874 the
account stood thus —Work done, measured, and passed by 1—\Ir Wiffin 53,1063 cubie
yardsat 1 Anna, Rupees 3.319-2-7 ; a deduction of Rupees 383-14-11 was made because
the banks and lopes were not cectioned off, and the Contractor received to date the

Lalance, Rupces 2,921-3-8

-y

3. A heavy flood came down 1 May and destroyed a portion of the work My
Wiffin estimated for closing breaches, &¢, 18 th bank east of the Pondicherry road
and dirceted this work to be done, and it was completed off, but agan washed avnay
n October No work was done west of the road after May's flood.

4 In August 1574 another payment was made, making a total of Rupees 3,571
Paud to the Contractor, Rupees 500-13-5 being deducted from the il for Rs 4,071-14-1
both on account of the work west of the road not having been sectioned off and because
the work done since May 1874 bad not been measured by Mr Wiffin  The bill was
8igned by Oyer~cer Narayanasawmy Naidoo, who certified to having measured 1t, byt
the measurement was not a complete measurcement, but a part one of work done i1 ~o
the former measurement. « 3

5 After October 1874 no work was done, but m February 1875 the Overseep
gave a ball for 9,725 cubie yards of earth, Rupees 4,307-13-0 supported by measure-
ment taken by a mustry ; this Mr Waffin refuscd to pay, as he had always asserted
that the Contractor had been fully pad for t}m work done. T regret to say that My
Wiffin did not, until No» ember 1879, make up a complete measurement of the Con-
tractor's work , this he dud from lis mnotes of nspections, and he reports that Le hay
made the Contractor every allowance be can.

6  Mr. Wifin had in consequence of the floods 1n the district a great deal of
work, and tls 1s the reason why the meast rement was not ready before It 1s mych
to be regretted that this lapse of tume Was allowed to Pas s had Mr Wiffin measured
the work, or pre pared the account 1o 8 year before he diw - ~=~we could have been no
dispute

I enclose a copy of the account, and believe Mr Wiflin his made 1t as hibera] as
he can, and that his potes, me tsurements, ke, &c, and evidence will fully bear 1t oyt
that 0o more work than allowed has been done S
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