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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Déparément,
7th Aprd 1876.

Read the followmg Proceedings of the Madras Government 1n the
Public Department, dated 27th March 1876, No. 329

report called for from the Actng District

sepulture discovered by hum

No. 128,

AnsTrRACT — Ancient Monuments —A full

Engineer, Tinnevelly, respectng the places of
JS—

OgpER THEREON, Tth April 1876, No. 920.

CoaMONICATED to the Acting District
Engmeer, Tinevelly, who will supply the
information called for 1n the first paragraph
1n communication with the Chief Engneer for Irrigation,

me would be taken up by a complete and systematic
how far 1t would be compatible with s ordinary

No. 129

l CIVIL WORKS, No. 16-A.

2. He will also report,
as to the extent to which his 1
wvestigation of the subject, and

duties,
(True Extract.)

. (Signed) G W. WALKER, Major-General, BT,
Seeretary to Goverminent.

*

A
L4
To the Dustrict Engineer, Tinnevelly.
»  Chief Engueer for Irngation’
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the Madras Government, Public Department,

o7th March 1876.
e

Proceedings of

Ancient Monuments

No 61 Read the following Jetter from A J STUART, Esq, Acting Collector

of Tinnevelly, to the Hon. W HU DLESTON, Chuef Secretary to Govern-
ment, Fort St George, dated Tuticorid, 99th February 1876, No 134 —

1 have the honor to report, for the nformation of Government, some
ries made 18 company with Dr. Jagor of Berlin by means of

de of a Inll about twolve miles east of Tinnevelly.
ngineer; Mr. Grant, supplied the informafion upon

ded the arrangements 1n & Very effective

interesting discove
excavation 1n the si

2  The Acting District E

which we set to work, and supernten

manner

3. We com menced excavations 10 the side of a il consisting chiefly of

quartz gravel with poulders of the same material and resting on gneuss rock, and

within a supeificial area of twenty five OF thuty 8qua’e yerds, W8 disooverad from

twentv to thirty baked earthen pots vaty g 1n s128 from three feet nine by threo
3 hapes, and of shapes, in

feet six down to ten 1nches either way of very various §
han any one sees at the

most cases, more elegant and of a better manufacture t
present day 1n the bazaars

4. These pots, when examined, W
and stones, a variety of objects of grea

logist, and to science genel ally
5. Upwards of fifty Lands of baked €
le number of 1ron weapo

re found to contain, besides earth, gravel
¢ interest £0 the antiquarian, the ethno-
a1thenware, utensils of all sizes and
ns and implements, chiefly knives or

shapes, a considerab

short ;word blades and hatchets, and a greab quantity of bones and skulls were

discovered. In one very \nteresting €35% two small pots were found within a
s 1n most €ases of a nearly complete skeleton,

laree one, together W th the bones 2 .
g , together W1 mposs‘ble to mmstake for anything else but the oufer
own 1n Tinnevelly as samei. The

containing what 1t was 1 .
coats of grains of rice and of the dry grain KB
put the outer coating—probably of silica—had

gram itself had dxbappeared,
remai
emained. Jerablo distances, ON€ at least 300 or 400 yards from

6. Several places b 1 lehral
our principal excavation, were found to contarn sipular sepuichra urns, and the
surface of the quartz il above was streW over with broken pieces of pottery of
q Qur excavation m all probablhty only touched one point of
1 1n woich the dead of an age, the habats

an ext .t cemetery oF catacom 30,
xtensive ancient c@ y he present day, are dusposed

w -now ndia af

of which are robabl quite unknown 11 \

of 1 this smfular m);nner, that 18 to 83Y by placing the skeleton or the body
o

insido a large ° J1thenware vase OF pot to th two. three, ot four small pots

gelaer Wi
appatently contaning for the dead and weapons and 1mplements of iron
ready for use when he reac

a similar character
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, Procecdings of the Madras Government, Public Department, NN i’)toée"e(lz;;zgs :}}'ﬂw Madias Gor
‘ 27¢h Murch 1876 o7th Maich 1876, )

Berlin Museum, but there undoubtedly remains to be brought to lhght much continued attention to this mattet, if prompt operation i
more than Dr. Jagor has succeeded 1n securing, not only 1n this locality but m T

. (True Extract ) g? ‘ '
others in Tinnevelly and 1n other distiicts as Coimbatore and Salem, of which 7 £ . 73
Dr. Jagor spoke, as well as in the Nilgins, about which a work has, I under- 4 b7 2
' stand, been recently published containing the results of the discoveries made by
’ the late Mr. Breeks when Commussioner of the Nilgis Clacf Secretary.
8 I cannot but think that the Government would be glad to contnbute .
to the India Museum or to the British Museum a collection which would be
- undoubtedly of extreme interest to every scientific body mn England or elsewhere, ’
) establishing, as such a collection almost certainly would, the existence i India : ‘
P, i times pror to any known tradition connected with the Hindu race, the = )
existence of a race of men at least as skilful, indeed we thought more so, than <
J the Hindus of the present day, o1 1n the manufactume of pottery, acquainted with
the manufacture and use of wron, whether for weapons or unplements, and with the
. cultivation of rice as well as ot dry grawns, and yet with habits as to burial of their
- dead not Laving one pomt of resemblance with those of existing ITwndus, and * To the Acting Collector of TmneveV .

“ having 1deas as regards a future state more hke those of some of the savaze 1aces »» Public Works Department
- of the present time, who aie represented as burymg with thewr dead food for him s Doard of Revenue

. to eat and as first breaking and then burying his weapons with him 1 order that
by destroying them, the spuit of the weapons may be sent to the world where the
- - dead has gone and by burying them with the dead, the dead may find and have
’ the use of them
s 9 If the Government sce fit to permit Mi. Grant and myself to devote a .
- ‘ part of our time to the somewhat moie systematie excavation examination, and
- recording of the 1esults of oxcavating 1n this and other loca.htu;zs in Tinnevelly, and i
’ ! arc disposed to go to amoderato expense, say 500 Rupees a-year, for a year or two,
S I will undertake to put them in posscssion of a very interesting collection arranged {
- systematically and accompanied by such notes as shall make the collection 1intell:-
‘ . gible, and explauin the ciicumstances under which every article was discovered, so
T that 1t may be available for the India or any other Museum Mr Grant. will not
' require to be relieved of lus.ordinary duties, only to be pernuttod to consider thus
as a part of them,

ernment, Public Department, *

3

s ———————
L

; No. 62. OrDER TnrrEON, 27th March 1876, No. 329.

) The information afforded by the above letter 1s wteresting, but the Governor
¥ 1 Council desires to have a full report from the Acting District Engineer who
appears to have made the first discovery of these places of scpulture, and who
should be requested to communicate to Government all the information ho acquired
o on the subject The Governor in Council also desires to know by what authonty
o the Acting Collector considered himself at liberty to give to Dr. Jagor for the
‘ Berlin Museum “ most of the objects of chief interest ™’ that were exhumed, and .
T whether any selected specimens have boen tiansmitted to the Madras Museum or
retaincd for the orders of Government

2  Explorations of the kind proposed to be made at public expenso nced
to be closcly supervised to ensure com)lete success, and the Governor in Council
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