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. Proceedings of the Z}Iadms Goverament, Public Works Department, . ‘ ..
. 31st March 1876.

F ~ [ - ~
¢ X

‘No. 636.

TRead the fullowing endorsement of the Chiet Enginecr for Irrigation, . : ;
dq.ted Camp at Cuddalore, 6th March 1876, No. 5 W, :— Ct

From Major J. BEATTY, R.E, District Engineer, Godavery, to Lieutcnant-Colonel _
J. MULLINS, R.E., Chief Engineer for Irrigation, dated Camp at Samul-- .
cottah, 15th F ebruary 1876, No. 3,343.

I ravr the honor to request you will be good enough to obtain the sanction of
. Government to, the stoppage of all further progress on the preparation of estimates
under the wlla"e drainage scheme, on the ground that it is now clear these works, if R
"executed, must be carried out in opposition to the wishes of the inhabitants of the delta,
and are therefore cer.am to bo negletted if not damaged by them, and to prove useless
for any purpose. . - - '
2.* On joining the district I found that the investigation of the best means of
rehevm" village sites of drainage had been ordered, and as officers were made avail-
-able I endeavoured to carry out the intentions of Goverament so far as I understood them. -
3. Surveys were undertaken and estimates prepared and submitted for three
'sub-sections—{one in the Central Delta, and two in the Eastern Delta. Some works
were also sanctioned for execution, but'only a portion of the work in one village has
~yet been car'ned out, because the inhabitants in all cases object, "and petitions have. -
“been received requesting that the works may be stopped.
4. The work consisted of sectioning the streets to cnable drainage to flow off
_them into brax<: drains outside the village, which branch drains were intended to serve ~
the double piirpose of receiving the drainage of the interior of the village as well as
that of the ground swrrounding the village. ,
5. 'The villagers object to have the surface of their streets improved or interfered .
with in any way, and they also object to the drainage of the land about the village, as
they prefrxteeping pits and ponds for their cattle and other purposes, and it is also
. their custom, where they can, to carry the cultivation up "to the very walls of their
" houses.
6. It was thought by the originators of the scheme’ that such dram'we works
- would put a stop to or reduce the amount of fever in the delta, very exaggerated accounts
of which appear to have been prevalent some years ago. I believe that the deltas are '
- very healthy, and that the amount of fever there is very trifling compared with that .
in such upland, hilly, jungly, tracts as Yernagudem and Rumpah. :
7. The preparation of estimates for the improvement of the branch drains of the ’

A g

* delta, with a view to connecting all swampy lands and low-lying tracts with the main

f of the delta wilk do all that I3 neces»ary or expedient for the purpose of removing

', not, that I may be permitted” to stop all further progress with the preparation of

EANE

" s}iall employ the two Assistunt Engineers who have most recently ]ou}ed the district

1
t\"’ ot ‘e DN it . N J - ' - * -
L TRA oyt B o N e Lo - ) ook oty = RN D e - L. L. - . 1

" drains, is a totally distinet work, the~hecessity for which has been fully recognized -
. and is now being gradually attended to, by the Range Officers as part of the ordinary
work of their ranges. I believe that the\ mprovement of the main and branch drains

" possible causcs of fever, - e
8. I request therefore to be favored with mstructmns whether I am to proceed

with the works already sanctioned in- opp051t10n to the wishes of the people; and, if

estunates for such works. .
9. Meantime, I have suspended all survey. operations, and until further orders
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. insupervising some of the more important works in progress in the Eastern and Western

. Deltas. Mr. Burlton, in the Palcole section of the eastern sub- -division, Western
- Delta, will, besides much other work, have the advantage of seeing lock and weir
foundatlons put in.in difficult soil; and Mr, Taylor, at Chintapilly, a central point

of the northern sub-division, ]Jastern Delta, will assist the Range Officer in the general

supervision of works in that sub- division ; care will be taken that both these oﬁicers
T, are given sufficient time for the study of Telum

Scearrrep for the consideration of Government

o In the opinion of the undersigned the further investigation of village drainage
- requirements in the Godavery Delta should be postponed, pending the settlement of

the question of provision of funds, gide :
-0., No. 2,779, 29th Sept 1875, ) .
: 6.0, Xo.2,77 September 1875, G.0., No. 2,826, of the 30th September :
- 1875, except in the case of villages, like Gollahamamldada and Oolapilly, the drainage

.. of which has been injuriously affected by irrigation works. They should be attended
S to directly their glrcumstances have been ascertained. i

~ 2. It appears to be necessary also, if the drainage of villages of which the

requirements have been ascertained is to be carried out, whether the villagers desir e

o the improvements or not, that such work should be executed under the immediate

o superintendence of some one deputed by the Collector to see, first, that no obstruction

is offered to the work, and secondly, that what is done is not rendered useless by'the
carelessness or interference of the villagers.

(Signed)  JOIIN MULLINS, Lt.-Col, R.E,

Chief Engineer for Irrigation.

-

- - No.'537. OxrpER THEREOY, 31st March 1876, No. 830,

THE District Engineer’s letter will be
referred, through the Board of Revenue,
to the Collector of Godavery, for careful

IRRIGATION, No. 54.

L investigation and prompt report on the feelings of the villagers on the subject of
S village drainage, ‘ ) ‘ .
i : (True Extract.) o :

. . ) -
4
. Colonel,

0j_’q Under Sec/ lo Govt., P. W.D

‘ R
\
':»f' .
Y To the Board of Revenue.
T s Revernme Department. ‘ .
T »  Chief Engineer for Irrigation, ’ :
R Exd. T. 0'Connor. S \ : ;
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