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K . ‘ ' T o Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
P ' - e IR I 14th January 1876.

- e S U SRS -

A* | Co L | R “} | No. 158 Read the following letter from Lieutenant-Colonel J. F. FISCHER,
S o - S Coa [ SN R.E., District Engineer, Madura, to Major-General G. W. WALKER, R.E,
- Co . Y - Secretary to Government, Public Works Department, dated Madura, 1st
. S SN B " January 1876, No. 3,720 :—

- | !’ : T mave the honor to acknowledge reccipt of G.O. of the 10th December 1373,
S No. 3,600, and beg very respectiully to submit 1'he following explanations for the

o ) ) ‘ . hy consideration of his Grace the Governor in Council.
, TR k , - Cof 9. At the time I first submitted a list of the Local Fund Overseers of this
SR N R L' . district in April last, the Maistries on Rupees 20 a-month were not ordered to be
T et Tl T UL e f‘L . jncluded in that establishment, and it was only in Junc 1878, three months afterwards
. . 1 G.0. of the 20th June 1375, No. 1,038, in the Financial Department, that orders were
. , R P specially sent to consider these men as Sub-overscers ; in making the representations
B - , o - S I then did to the Governmenut regarding the strength of the establishment here,
- B o ‘ k) 1 did no more than adopt the course I had taken in the Godavery district, and which
‘ was entirely supported by you to have one first-class Local Fund Overseer in each
) taluq of the district, and the results of which had been found to bo so beneficial there,
St T S o [ that before I left the Godavery district all cash balances had been fully utilized and
LT B RRRTE Coe L —’} _ the Local Fund Boards were obliged to propose that the full rate of assessment should

) pe levied to enable us to complete the works for which estimates had been prepared

. - L R L ; and sanctioned. \ .
o o S T \ 3. In this district there are but three Local Fund Sub-overscers, 1st Grade, two

pelonging to the Aadura Circle and entirely employed in the large Zemindaries of
S - o | N Ramnad and Shevagungah ; so that for the Governm.ent taluq.s of Madura and Meylore
N Coe T " IR SRR [ o have none but men of the 3rd Grade or the ordinary Maistry class on Rupees 20
: L B e L R I a-month, without any establishment and who are not competent to make payments,
e O S P T 5 B ond have 1o special qualifications for such large important and responsible charges,
e h _ .. P L some not being able to speak English. IntheDindigul Circle there is but one Local
CoLLe - o .' T , e "". - L . Fund Sub-overseer of the 1st Grad.e, which includes several large Zemindaries besides
| T . e e R the large Government talugs of.Dmdigul, Pereacolum, Pulney and Tiroomungalum ;
SRR o T ‘ el s T R and as only one competent man is attached to so large an area, the Local Fund Board
SR L e Yo T aproved of my proposal to increase the strength of the establishment here as had
o RIS O R been suggested for Madura Circle.

vl e R c ' R 4. 'The srea of the Godavery district is but 7,531 square miles ; the area of
SO R N : o s ' Madura is 8,789% square miles. In the former the canals of the delta afford great
- T .' S C o g facilities for the conveyance of road materials ; in the latter there is nothing better than
. o S ; ; o S e the ordinary bandy of the country, and I had found, as already reported to the Chicf
'..: R | R L ‘ S A . At B Engineer in my No. 2,952 of the 20th October 1875, that nothing had becn effected
- o c ’ ST T NERPRES 1o reduce the cost of trzz.nsport, though son}e 20 lakhs of Rupees or more must have
Lo~ . . '\ ' B . o . ’f_"' ’ been spent in road making here ; whereas in the Godavery very good results had been
RS . oo - DERERPRE IR R obtained by adopting the course you had recommended for a district with bad roads
R R Lo § ., - X g K S e e g: : in it, and here the roads are by no means so good as they ought to be to get full benefit

CLEL e e L e e LT from them. \
SRR Lo - e " D 5. T trust, then, the Government will be pleased to relieve me of blame in this
. . o . E Y 1 atter, 83 1 have only r.ecommended the s.ame measures for this district which I had
, ,. ; found to be most beneficial elsewhere, and it was to serve their own interests that
. ’ S B I wished to establish the same rate of progress here that I applied for similar mcans.

e - - - e m——
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Proceedings of the Madras Goverzzmen!, Public Worls Departinent,
14tk Junuary 1876,

e~

When T went to the § odave

Ty in 1869 the expenditure on
a-year ; when Ileft in 1874

all works was about 5 lakls
it was over 1 01 lakhs

» and all Local Fund bLalanees had bOC.“

- Tully utilized and funds had to be raised to maintaiy the rate of progress ; but of this
. matter I would not have gaig anything and bave not done so, unless I had been
compelled to do it to show that T was only working on prineiples which had proved

: to be sound and hag given good results, and which haq received your own approbie

- tion and support,
. 6. T have inm
statement showing
- of this district i , 186, dated 6t} November 1875, printed in G.O.,
, No: 3,500, dated 10th Dec e 75 I'have made the recommendations
I consider absolutely ne

‘ cessary, as called for ip G.0. of the 1st November 1875,
No. 3,094, und trust this 4

will be approved of.

) \—\
- No. 159. Orprr THERLON, I4th January 1876, No. §1.
ESTABLISHMENT, No. 16. l . chonnxn, with the remark thad
‘inan

cial Department Order, No. 1,038,

of 20th June vqy issucd in 1874 not in
T 1875.
(True Extract.)

(Signed) G. Ww. \VALKER, Major-General, R.E..

Secrelary to Governmeni

To the District Engineer,

LR P

Madurs. _

:Exd. K. C. Bhunker, !
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