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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public TWorks Department,
ke . 24tk March 1876. -

No: 376. Read the following Proceedings of the Madras Gove-rnment in the
; Revenue Department, dated 1\6th‘F ebruary 1876, No. 228 :—

No. 376-A. Read the following Proceed’ings of the Board of Revenue, dated 25th
_ January 1876, No. 212, T .

Read the following Iletter from W. S. WﬁITESIDE, iﬂsq., Collector ‘of North
; Arcot, to H. E. STOKES, Esq., Acting Secretary to the Board of Revenue,
. dated Chittoor, 18th December 1875, No. 681.

3

T HAVE the bhonor to state that a few weeks ago, I directed the Tahsildar of

the Palamanair Taluq to inspect and bring me certain information regarding the
. new Sub-Magistrate’s Cutcherry now being construeted at Venkatagherrikota, of
which division he was then in charge. The Tahsildar swho proceeded to the
place returned to say that he was not permitted to enter into the building by the
Public Works Department peon in charge of if, who first falsely informed him
that he had not the keys of the building, and then said in a very insulting manner
that, although he had the key, he would not comply with the Tahsildar's request,
as he had no iunstructions from his superiors to do s0. ~ I then in my letter, No. 541,
- dated 23rd ultimo, copy of which is herewith forwarded, brought the conduct of
the peon to the mnotice of the District ‘Lngineer, who, in justification of the man’s
conduct, tells me that the Tahsildar had no authority to inspect a building under

construction by his Department. Copy of that officer’s letter, No. 3,225, dated 7th
instant, on the subject is enclosed, -

.
~

2. T am unable to agree with Captain Pennyeuick in
revenue officer of the Tahsildar’s position, acting under special orders from the .
Collector, has no authority to enter or inspect a building that is under construc-

. tion by the Public Works Department, for the eventual use of the Revenue Depart-
ment. On the contrary, it appears to me that revenue officials should have the
freest right of access to such buildings while in course of erection, for the
-remarks they make would, in many instances, prevent future correspondence and
alterations of the buildings after completion by the Public Works Department,

3. I have therefore the honor to request that you will be good
obtain an expression of the views of the Board and Government in this matt

his opinicn that a

enough to
er.

Ex~crosvre No. 1.

From W.S, WHITESIDE, Esq., Collector of North Arcot, to Captain J. PEN NYCUICK, R.E.,
i District Engineer of North Arcot, dated Chittoor, 23rd November 1875, No. 541.

It has been brought to my notice by the Tahsildar of qu;xxanair, that a fow days ago when he
was at Venkatagherrikota, of which division he isnow in charge, he Proceeded to inspect the new
cutcherry now being buill there ; and finding the doors locked, he asked the Department of Publje

- Works peon in charge to open them, but was told that the keys were not with him, This, on
* inquiry, was at once found %o be false, and the peon, by name Mahomed Sahib, replied in a very
insolent manner that it was true he had the keys of

the cutcherry in his charge, but that he had
no instructions to a_.llow the Tahsi!dar to enter the building. The Tahsildar, whom I had specially
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public TWorks Department,
24tk Aarch 1876. . : ’

instructed to brmg me certain information about the cutcherry, returned to me and explained his
inability to fell me what I wanted. I feel sure that I have only thus to mform you of the peon’s
uupurtmence to ensure your taking prompt notice of the same,
(True Copy.) -
(Signed)  W. 8. WIIITESIDE,
Collector,

Excrostre No. 2.

Trom Captain J. PENNYCUICK, R.E., District Engineer, North Arcot, to W. 8. WHITESIDE,
: ]is«}., Collector of North Arcot, dated Palamanair, 7th December 1875, No. 3,225.

_ Ix reply to your letter No. 541, 0of 23rd instant, I regret to say that T am unable to concur in
your view of the circumstances mentioned therein.
2. The Tahsildar has no authority to inspect a building under construction by another
department, and the peon was perfectly right in preventing him from doing so. '
3. Any information which you may wish for, regarding this or any other work under the
charge of the Pubhe Works Departiment, can be obtained by application to this office.

. (True Copy.)

] ' AR (Signed)

PO 3 N -

- W. 8. WHITESIDE,

- Call ectm

-StBMITTED for the orders of Government. ) )

2. It scems to the Board that Mr, Whiteside's view of the case is quite correct,*
and that the Tahsildar was entitled as of right to inspect the building. At all
events in common courtesy he should have been allowed to do so. It can
scarcely be expected that good feeling should exist betwcen the departments when'
.acts, similar to that complained of, are supported by the authonty of sttuct

Lngineers,
(True Cop1es and Extract.) _ ‘
(Swned) C. A. GALTOYX,
* Acting Seeretary.

4

Ir will be considered in the Public
Works Department whether there was
. any justification for the conduct of
(‘aptain I’cnn} cuick complained of by the Collector. The action taken by the Publi¢
Works Department will be communicated in due course to the Collector through the
Board of Revenue.

Miscellaneous.

&

(True Extract.)
"~ (Signed) D. F. CARMICHAEL,

Secretary to Government.

24th March 1876, No. 749,

. I1s Grace tht Governor in Council
considers that Captain Pennycuick was
entircly wrong in his manner of dealing
with the matter referred to him by the Collector. The Collector was perfectly
justified 1 m examining himself or by Deputy the building in question.

No. 377. ORDER THEREOX,

ESTADLISHMENT, No. 23-A.

.
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department :
v - 24th March 1876. C

© 2, Captain Pennycuick will severely reprimand the peon for his false statement
and for disrespectful conduct to the Tahsildar.

3. 'Whenever possible it is desirable that previous notice of intended inspec-
tions should be given by local Heads of Departments to Public Works Officers, or
subordinates in charge of Public Works by officers of other Departments, but the
want of such notice is not in any way to justify refusal to admit officers of known
position in the public service. .

' (True Extract.)

Major-General, R.E.,
Secretary to Government.

To District Engineers.

To the Revenue Department.
,  Military ’ )
,: Public, &e., Departments.

Fixd. S. T. Austin.
Spare Copies .

!
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