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t Proceédings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,

%‘ 94th March 1876.
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| “ . |

| Read the following papers :— \ -

E No. 363. Fndorsement of the Consulting Engineer for Railways, dated Madras, -
i 95{h February 1876, No. 108.

t From W. S. BETTS, Lsq., Agent of the South Indian Railway, to Lieutenant-(.lalonél.
? J. L M. SHAW-STEWART, RE., Consulting Enginecr for Railways,
E dated Negapatam, 21st Pebruary 1876, No. 1,298.

Ox the 22nd ultimo the engine working No. 8 train became disabled at Pooga-
lore station through the breaking of a split pin connected with the regulator. Auother

encine was obtained as quickly as possible, and the train arrived at Erodeat 7-5 P). -
=]

9. Hid the Madras Railway train been kept at Erode the agreed time of ono
hour or till 7-20 P.x., there would have been no delay to the mails a@ passengers ; it
was started from Erode, however, before our train arrived at the station.

3. One of the passengers who had booked through to Mac}ras by the train in
question was Dr. Gustav Oppert, Professor of Sanscrit at the Presidency C(fllege, and
he has sent in & claim for payment of the extrd expenses (Rupees 6) to which he was

~ put by being detained at Erode until the next train started thence to Madras. .

4. Dr. Oppert has been told that the delay was caused by an accident over

which we had no control, and that we used all rcasonable efforts to forward him on as~

quickly as possible. He intimates, however, he is prepare.d to <.1ispute in a Court of
Law our plea of non-liability which we claim under our public notices. Beff)re further
steps are taken I should like to know the wishes of Government hereon, t'hat 13, Wl-lethel‘
the action should be defended or the claim admitted. The amount involved in the
present instance is small, but the principle involved is an important one.

Sepyrrrep for the orders of Govermhent, with request that instructions upon the
point brought forward by the Agent may be communicated as soon as possible.

. 2, Every time-table published by the South Indian Railway Compz}ny is head.ed
with these words :—* The times shown in these tables are those at which the trains
are intended to depart from the various stations, but the Company cannot gua.ra.nte.e

. these times being kept under all circumstances, nor do they hold themselves responsi-
ble for delay.” ‘ ) .

1 am not aware whether the question of liability under such circumstanccs
has ever been tried in an Indian Court of Law. It seems to me that it would be well

) to allow the action to be brought ; but perhaps, before doing so, the Government may
deem it advisable to take the opinion of their legal advisers.

4. The Agent of the Madras Railway has been’ asked to explain why that

Company’s train was not detained at Erode for the agreed time of one hour.

o
e

.(Signed) 7. I M., SHAW-STEWART, Lt.-Col,, R.L,,
Consulting Engineer for Railways.
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Procecdings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department, 5
24th March 1876. : Co

No. 364. Trom Lieutenant-Colonel J. H M, SITAYW-STEWART, R.E,, Consult- | *
£

ing Engineer for Railways, to Major-General G. W. WALKER, R.E,
Sceretary to Government, Public Works Department, dated Madras, 10th
March 1876, No. 119. . ’

Ix continuation of this office endorscment, No. 108, dated 25th February 1876 "
I have the honor to submit letter No. 240, dated 9th instant, with enclosure fron; ‘ ‘ '
the. Agent, Madras Railway, explaining the circamstances under which the L’[adras ’
train was started from the Erode station on the 22nd of January last, before the South
Indian Company’s train had arrived. ’

2: I understood with Mr. Elwin that the Madras Railway Company’s trains
were, if necessary, to be delayed at Erode ard Raichore one hour on ordinary Mail days
and two hours on Overland Mail days, waiting for the South Indian and Great Indiyar’x
Peninsula trains. The Trafic Manager’s letter was as follows :—

¢« * » »-% * Whether we can afford to wait or not longer than an hour
depends so very much upon circumstances that I think the Post Office will be very much
bette1: served by leaving the matter in our hands, on the understanding that, if necessar
we will wait one hour on ordinary Mail days and two hours on Overland L,Iails than g’
exacting any rule.” ¢

1

\

‘3. . The.re was, however, no notice given to the public that the train would wait

at the ]unctlon.s. The arrangement was made simply to suit the Post Office, and did
not afectItheh txlxlne-ta.ble published by the Companies for passenger and goods traffic.
. shall submit, on receipt, the further particulars promised by th i

the concluding clause of his letter. , : ! 7 the Agent i

B T T
s

rom B CB. ELWIN, Esq., Agent and Manager, Madras Railway Company, to Lieutenant-
olonel J. H. M. SHAW-STEWART, R.E.,, Consulting Engineer for Railways, dated
Madras, 9th March 1876, No. 240. ¥s, date i

Witk reference to your letter of the 25th ultimo, No. 208, I have the honor to enclose you

copy of a letter* I have received from the

. Traffic Manager in explanation of the ci
stances under wlnchathe Madras train was started from the Erode station at 7 .M. on tlfeu;;md
of January last, before the South Indian Company’s train had arrived. o o

2. I certainly understood that the arrangement was that this Company’s trains if
necessary, to be delayed at Erode and Raichore one hour on ordinary Mail days and t hwere’ : '
Overlan.d Mail d.ays, that is, that they were not to be started for one or two h);urs aﬂ:o t}(;ur:' o : f
shown in our time-tables as the starting time. Mr. Church, however, does not appel;i.r t: h::g :

[
[ ST N

« No. 05534 and M/ 1554, 8th March 1876.

“““-‘-—:——Nkv

o e e
-

intended this, and I have, theref i i :

ubjoct ) therefore, written to him and asked him to let me hear further upon the - N

Yrom I1. I;].tgHLI[TaI;(r}H, Esq., Traffic Manager, to R. B. ELWII;I Esq,, Agent‘ end Manacer ,’3
ol the a8 Rail C P ger *
oy way Company, dated Madras, 8th March 1876, No. C 553 A and ‘

S-outh-u-est Line Mail not waiting for South Indian T'rain.
‘C;III.SULTING Engmeer’s letters Nos. 208 and 213 of the 25th and 28th ultimo
. .119 ffllly a:dmlttlng that the revision of the South Indian Company’s train servic(; escaped
o sezvatxgn n.xt htlzllls (éfﬁce, I cannot allow that we have in any way departed from the arra.npe 4
ment made wi e South Indian Com i i oot )
ment mado with pany with reference to the detention of the South-west :

[
.

.

AT Ba b iama I P D w iy T B S

N

. manner as he may, after obtaining compe

[
RO o R Tt

T ekt e
.
e
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
: 94th March 1876.

9. When the arrangement was made, the South Indian train was due to arrive at Erode
o depart from Erode

at 5-10 ».:., and the Madras Railway South-west Line train was due t
at 6-20 P .M., leaving & margin of one hour and ten minutes, which I advised Mr. Stanton by. letter,
dated 24th June last, would “ meet all ordinary occasions,” but that on Overland Mail days

this margin would be extended to two bours. )
ours 1-50, as orders were given to the

3. In practice, however, the margin was actually h . ;
Station staff at Erode to detain the Madras train until 7 p.M. on ordinary occasions.
ndian, the Mail train is due to arrive at

on the occasion referred to, did not leave
0 minutes longer than we undertook to

4. Under the new train gervice of the South I
Erode at 5-30 ».u., and, as the Madras Railway train,
Erode until 7 p.x., the margin allowed was 1§ hours, or 2

wait.

OmpER THEREON, 24th March 1876, No. 743,
- Tue further explanation of the Traffic
RAILWAY, No. 33. ‘ Manager of the Madras Railway will be
‘ awaited. Meanwhile the Agent of the

South Indian Railway will, in respect to the threatened proceedings, act in such-
tent legal advice, think best.

No. 365.

,

) ] (True Extract.
. ‘ Major-General, R.E,

Secretary to Government.

To the Consulting Engineer fpr Railways.

-~

Exd. S. T. Austin.
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