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Proceedings of the Mudras \,"'Governme)zt, Public Works Department
17th March 1876. ’

No. 266.  Read the following letter from.T. D. HARRIS, Esq., Officiating Distri
Enginecr, Malabar, to Major-General G. W: WALKER, R.E Se:rct'lzi :ltc t
Government, Public Works Department, dated . Calicut, 10th ,i\l'ar‘chtlg;i(}o )

. 3 - he

No. 210 :—

I nesPECTFTLLY beg you will be so good as not to consider it a liberty I take
addressing you on the subject of a close harbour about to be constructed o}; a ('110 in
by Mr. Parkes in the Madras Roads. I am the last man in India that would o esign
undertaking so necessary as that of a harbour for Madras if T had ans ) r;ég'ul;l)ose an
the success of the undertaking, but in this case there is none ; on the Oééé‘(l;&n;e of
convinced that if the harbour when constructed on Mr. Parkes’ desien do;é n O);a a{n
an utter failure, it will certainly Je found to be of little use in the ﬁour of .1e 1P1'°‘6
probably worse than uscless. Mr. Parkes admits himself that he wants a P:ro ;31' :( ,—and
he docs not know the increments or decrements of tides, the meun sea datll)lm ury 1cy >
fact he has had no accurate data to go by in framing his plans or estixndtcst ;ﬂc in
had no_ tidal diagram showing rise and fall of tides daily throughout the 5 ° has
height of storm waves, &c. ; the direction and duration of litoral CUIIIODtS) hur ; the

d or considered by him, and as for the action and direct‘i,:nngff;

been duly registere :

storms in the Madras ‘Roads he evidently knows but little or nothing about them : 1,

does not cven touch upon the subject of cyclonic gales. I am ‘surprised how he ’cae
n

ard a plan and estimate for such a work under such cir
cum-

confidently put forw .
as a good and faithful servant of State and people, feel it consc;
len-

stances. 1 thercfore, :
tiously my duty to cnter a protest against the present plan under the circumstanc
: ances

set forth above, and for the following reasons, viz, :—
__Thb opening seawards, right in the dircction of a ‘.
e isI;-greit mistake. ~ Cyc;omd Wave and gale,
9nd.—One openisg only a mistake, and that also heing absolutely insuffici
in ordinary weather, not to speak of storms and in the Wron: cient
3,d.—No vessel could leave such a harbour in anything like a sey 8 Plac.e.
the Madras Roads, not to speak of hurricanes, vere gale in
4¢h.—The arca enclosed under the circumstances is altogether insuffici
the grounds of safety to vessels anchoringin the time of tCl?nt on
having to otand out the action of a storm wave or cycionic 8 1ouns or
more fully into the subject and accurate details would occia e.
are at present, and I trust T may be excused, ﬁn der the cirey PS’t more
seal bas betrayed me into errorin thus addressing sou ,llils ances
your call far-better qualified than Mr, Parke: - ; now:.m.g
design, plan, and carry out a suitable harbour for Mn }:IIL'wxl
cal grounds, and {ecling that I have done my du.ti; Iaiv fﬁ

2. To enter
timne than I cannsp
set forth above, if my
that you Jave men at
Lugineer in England to desl
the safest and most cconoml
not presume to 525 more.

ORrDER THEREON, 17th March 1876, No. 694,

No. 2067.
I CIVIL \WORKS, No. 27.

OzrpERED to be recorded,

(True Extract.)
(Slgngd) G. W. WALKER, Major-General, R.E,
Secretary to Government,

To the District Engineer, Malabar.

Exd. 8. T. Austin.
Spare Copies
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