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Read the following :—

No. 220. Extract from Inspection Notes of a tour in the Clingleput Distriet.
\ CoxseveRan, o

Paragraph 9.—Sivakanchi, including under” that name nearly half the Munieipal
town, mainly depends for water on several tanks at present freely open to all caste-people,
These tanks are supplied by the Lalakal, but under present  circumstances only
during freshes. Were this valuable channel put into and kept in repair a perennial
stream would flow into the north-western section of the town. At the time of my
visit (February) the Shevagunga tank, within the cnclosure of the great temple
of Siva, instead of receiving a continual supply of sweet and wholesome water, had
had none since preceding rains, was low and cxceedingly foul ; and nevertheless was

other tanks in communication with the Lalakal,

10. This channel beginsin an excavation in the sand near the left bank of the
Vegavati river, 4 miles from the Sivaite temple. A high bank of sand scparates
the source from the river bed. The water is of course that of the stream, subterrancan
_ during the dry. scason, filtered through many yards of sand, and pure and cleay
when it issues. In February it was running from the head in sufficient qhantity o
be a great boon to the thirsty town below, if it could only reach it ; but a few hundrog
yards away it had sunk into the sandy bed of the neglected channel to re-appear no more.
The channel is (or ought to be) crossed by two aqueducts to convey over it the surplug
water of the Amby and Poothery tanks, The former of these is out of repair, and

* there were 1o symptoms apparent of any intention to make it efficient. The latter is

represented by a chaotic heap of stones ; but a fow new bricks scem to evinee an
intention of doing something some time. No workmen were employed,’and T scarcely
think it will be possible to have the rebuilding executed before the sctting in of
the monsoon. Mecantime the Lalakal is in a worse condition than it was before

. anything was done for it.

11. The repair of these aqueducts and the deepening of the entire channel
must be exccuted before the needed water can reach Conjoveram. The aqdcducts
are a long way from being repaired.  Some sand has been thrown out of the channel
towards its upper end, which will bo washed and blown in again ‘long before the

aqueducts are repaired.
12. About a milo from the temple the channel divides. Three-fourths of iis

- contents (if it had any) would supply the tank of a Srotriyam village, the remainder
. would be distributed, after running for some distance in an open charnel, o t]0
- Sivakanchi tanks, by covered masonry conduits said to be in good repair., *
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13. It appcears, therefore, that there are three partics interested in the restoration
of the Lalakal : the Municipality of Conjeveram, the inhabitants of the Sfotrivam
village, and Government. The villagers were willing to contribute their full sim.re
of tho cost, repaying the Munieipality, who were to bear the EXpense in the fipst
instance, by instalments. The Commissioners were cqually willing and hag moncy
available (which they have not now, I understand).  Government waq anxious that
the work should be executed at once, but Iess than nothing has been done,

14.. The wishes of Government on the subject were made abundantly clear iy
G.0., 9th June 1874, No. 1,512, Public Works Department, Paragraphs 4 ang 5.
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