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* No. 99.

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
8th March 1876.

Read the following letters :—

|

\

y

No. 98. From Lieutenant-Colonel J. IL. ). SHIAW-STEWART, R.E., Consulting
Engineer for Railways, to Major-General G. W. WALKER, R.E., Secretary

to Government, Public -Work\s Department, dated Madras, 4th February
1876, No. 73. ”
Witr reference to the Proceedings of Government, dated 6th November 1875,
No. 3,168, I have the honor to reply as follows to the remarks made by the Govern-
ment of India on the review of the Revenue Account of the Madras Railway for the
half-year ending 30th June 1874.
Paragraph 2.—This was an error in copying.
Paragraph 3.—An error in working.

Paragraph 4.—The figures were copied from the Revenue Account in which an .

error had been made. A similar error was observed in the accounts for the following
half-year, and the Agent’s attention directed thereto.

Paragraph 5.—The comparison here drawn appears to be incorrect. The length
of main line taken is the mileage worked, while that of sidings shows only the mileage
maintained from Revenue. The sidings on the Nilgiri branch maintained from Capital
will account for the greater part of the discrepancy. - Since the new form of Table AT

has been introduced, in which the length of sidings is shown, some small discrepancies °

have appeared, and these are now being cleared up. In the Review for the first-half
of 1875 (now mnearly ready,) the mileages given in Tables AT and EI will be found
to agree. The length of main line according to latest measurements is 858y} miles,
instead of 8563 miles as heretofore given.

I’aragraplz 6.—The. Agent states that an error has been made in calculating the
average age of sleepers, which will be rectified in future Reviews.

/

From the same Officer, dated Madras, 28th February 1876, No, 111.

IN reply to Memorandum, dated the 11th instant, No. 297, T have the honor to -

state that of the two numbers quoted in paragraph 2 of the letter from the Govern-
ment of India, recorded with the Order of Government, No. 3,168, dated 6th November
1875, the correct one is 1-863. The information given in Table A is obtained from
Table MI.

2. With regard to the average age of sleepers, the figure 0-96, given in the
Review for the first-half of 1874, was thus arrived at :—

Total number of sleepers 10" x 12’ x 6" ..
Number renewed during hali-year .. .. . .o ..

767
596

Number of old eleepers in line. . oo — 171

The age of the old sleepers will be 26 years, and of the new 05 years; and the

average age of the whole will therefore be <7 %% 6)7'2'7(596 X% . 0-96.

3. This figure would be correct had the age entered in the previous half-year
been s0; but, as explained in my letter No. 73 of the 4th instant, it was found on
inquiry th&t an incorrect method of calculation had been adopted by some of the

[

Resident Engineers. In the Review for the sccond-half of 1874 the average ages were
given correctly ; and it will be seen, on reference to the Review for the first-half of
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Proric WoRES DEPARTMENT,

Tort S1. GEORGE, 8th March 1876,
No. 101. ~
No. 613.
Frox
Maso-Gxeran G. W. WALKER, R.E,
Secretary to the Government of Madras,
Public Works Depariment,
T Tgz SECRETARY T0 THE GOVERNMENT oF INDIA,
Public Works Department.

: - Sr,—In reply to your letter
\ . BAILWAY, Fo. 12 No. 2,687 R., dated tho 27t October
1875, bringing to notice certain discre-
pancies in the Review of the Revenue Account of the Madras Railway for the half-
year ending 30th June 1874, I am directed to forward expl:mations of the same,

received from the Consulting Engineer for Railways.

I have the honor to be,
Str,
Your most obedient gervant,
Major-General, R.E,
Secretary to Government.
Exd. S. T. Austin,
Spare Copies
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