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Droceedin gs of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
R ‘ 11¢h February 1876. a

No. 181. Read the following letter from Liéu’ccnan’c-()’olonel J. I M. SITAYW-
STEWART, R.E., Consulting Engineer for Railways, to Major-General

G, W. WALKER, R.E, Scorctary to Government, Public Works Depart.

ment, dated Madras, 1st February 1876, No. 62 :—

Deputy Consulting Engincer upon the Open Line of the South Indian Railway, which
has been lately inspected by Captain Coaker. ’ '

9. A copy of the note has been forwarded to the Agent, whose attention hag 1,
drawn to the various remarks and suggestions contained thercin. :

3. VWith reference to paragl‘aph 7, 1 was not Pl'éViOUSIY aware that the opening
O

een

of the line to public traffic from the 1st January had besn ouly partial.
principally with a view to remove all difficulty in the way of undertaking goods
traffic that the formal opening of the line was postponed for three weeks aftor the
journey of His Royal IHighness the Prince of Wales. I have told Mr, Betts that T

agree with Captain Coaker in regretting that it should be found necessary to refugq

the conveyance of goods, and in advocating the undertaking of goods traffie at ajl
stations on the Open Line.

Note on an Insﬁoecﬁon of the South Indian Railway, 12¢h to 21t Janimry 1876.

Ty line from Erode to Negapatam is in_ good order, and I noticed but little to call for
remark. The scotch-blocks at many of the stations were open, but I am not aware what i the rule

"on this line. They should, in my opinion, be kept closed, except when shunting has ¢, be

performed, and it does not seem necessary to open them before the arrival of a train,

9. On the Southern Extension the section from Madura to TriehinoI;})Iy i in ex
order, and the running very smooth up to 25 miles an hczur. Ballast is required in Parts, especia])
near the Aiyalur station; the portion between f&manm?kanur and Madura, which wag somew}h :
late in coming up to standard, is now the best piece of line on the whole length, » : af

cellent

3. . From Madura to Mania‘cheekjunction the line is in fair order, but g good deal of ba,]I‘ t
ing is still required. The best portion of this is from Virdupatti to Kovilpatti, The Tutioc?:i .
n

and Tinnevelly branches are rough, and a largo am?unt of ballasting has to be done here,
trains are now constantly at work ; so that & great improvement may shortly be expeoted.
the Tuticorin branch a long lead is necessitated, as sgnd which is t}m only materia] af ha,nd. i; On
light to stand the heavy winds. ' S ; too

4. No gradient posts have been erected south of Madura.

These should, I s
as the drivers make their absence an exc » L think, 14

supplied as soon as possible,

is necessary or desirable. ] X o |
6. No scotch-blocks have as yet been provided for sidings on the Southern Extension .

‘the Chief Engineer informed me that the construction of these has been dehyed) po Udinn, and

decision of the kind of cow-catchers to be adopted. None of the engines are thug fitted at g the

but as some cow-catchers are now on the way from Eng}and, the conditions to be fulgifsenfs

| regard to scotch-blocks should soon be settled. The question seems an important °d in

. consider the high winds which blow during several months of the year, though

that none of the stations are on heavy gradients, 4 o C

6. The fencing is doing fairly well between Trif:hinopo]y and Madura, but thence to o )

corin it is very backward; in fact, the line is practicably unfenced in many parts. Ve tlm..

fencing is difficult to grow, and I believe that buf little of the wire estimated for has bie able

. down. Very few gates have been erected, but without better fencing gates would not ’;Put

much wse for the exclusion of caitle. . - o @ of

- . - > '
: s

I EAVE the honor to submit, for the information of Government, a note by the
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Toceedings o B — Y
of the thgdras Government, Public Works Department}
114 February 1876.

Some of th

lam, : . e gOOds she
Workeglrdupattl’ Kovﬂpatﬁ, Ti:'to t.he south ?f Madura are not yet finished, ¢iz., Tiramanga:
: .at these stations, ag the T rI:;Hrm and Tmnevelly. On this account goods traffie is not
iy damage by rain ° D epartment do not wish to undertake the responsibility of
derst It appears that a certain amount of revenue is
a1}d that frequent applications are made by parties wishing
18 undertaken, as the wagons can be loaded and locked,

1t is 8est that ordin,
bity frobable that byt Little lo,ssri g;:)IOds‘tmfﬁ" bebooked at all stations. With proper precautions
0 refuse ¢ with the I; ould oceur from goods being damaged or stolen, and it secems a
8 © line actually opened,

. © The paggep ‘
train ropg almost dagel‘ traffic appears to be doing well, and T understand that & epecial goods
The hour of departure of the mail
At Maduf:r focal passengers, .and it would seem better to convert the
e obligad ¢, rema‘SOme accommodation appears to be required for European

U0 2 night there. A refreshment-room will probably be

Uired
‘o Lermanently, gaq 1
? WO o e .
uld suggest that 5 building be fitted up for sleeping accommodation.

e ge € semaph
Jun Phores gre )
ction pet . all el:"te(fl: but & distinetion seems to be required at MManiachee
. ere g . ranch signals. The distance siznals are not far apart, and
Wit . Ppears g sihili .o ¢ o part,
b the i ngincey ‘? Esglb’-uy O‘f one being mistaken for the other. I discussed this point
" 10. The line Wa'cch:n 0 agreed in the necessity for some distinetion.
hme .
un(:iugh a few €ases came 1111 an “tation staff, so far as I could judge, perform their duties fairly,
n ter§tf>0d Or mot acteq un ®f My observation in which the rules were either not sufficiently
Struction gnq Supervision p to. Tl}ere has no doubt been a great improvement, but constant
ughout, Ppear still to be required. The telegraph posts are now numbered

1L The atoss .
station . - :

&.nd Other Woodwork S:}: ° not. Yet provided with name-boards. As in the case of gradient posts

worlfshops. This ens’ur ° Cl'uef Engineer prefers to have them made up in the Trichinopoly

e umfomﬁty and good workmanship, but necessarily causes some delay.

S 12, .
he engines 2ppear to be doing better, though aceidenés are still frequent, no less than
aulty, anq all eno:akage of drawbars Liaving been lately reported. The design is said to be
f)l‘_m- o cong. ::1 Ill)es DOW coming into the shops are being fitted with drawbars of a stronger
8iding ourve gt m.. . uﬂ‘e.r gear also continues to give trouble; a derailment of three wagons on a.
2 traip of thirty-:’ianjore i attributed entirely to this cause, The brake-power is still insufficient,
ve vehicleg being worked with only a brake on the tender and one brake van at

© reay of the tra:
Bhould . ram. The numbers of -
be Painted op it jp, English :.:d ?ra::};gers which each carriage is intended to accommod&te
il. ;

(Signed) W, 1. COAKER, Captain, R.E.
| Dy. Consg. Eugr. for Laitcays.
No 182,

Or
EDER THEREOY, 11th February 1876, No. 374.

»

THE attention of the Railway
authoritigs will be called to paragraph
¥ for guag; 4 of the Deputy Consulting Engineer’s

ofadient posts south of Madura is noticed. .

Note, oy .
Uthery iy, - NOtWIthstanding the easy gradients of the line at

: xte o : :

Pehdm 0T cangag et slon there i gti] danger of vehicles impelled by, high

i P;i out of sidings unless they arc securely seotched-
. Q .

ediate y reSOr::;‘;:cotch-blocks it scems nceessary that temporar§

ote ; 1
0 which the Decessit

Sta'ﬁion.slo ar “.Vga];}z 5 4
. 908 0n )

@ L e e

R T

T e

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
: " 11th February 1876.

3. Paragraph'T.—It is to be regretted that the Company should bef compelled,
ing to the backward state of goods-shed buildings, to refuse traffic, taspecml]y during
e dry months, Itmay perhaps be practicable to arrange for the.r.ecelpf: of goods to be
spatched by trains leaving the same day. The Railway authorities Wﬂ.l be reqlfested
take this subject into their consideration and report the result for the information of
overnment. ‘
4. Paragraph 8.—The Governorin Council will avfrait an expression of the views
f the Railway authorities on the proposals made in this par.agraph. Sleeping
ccommodation, similar to that provided at Erode, seems to be required at Madura.
8. Paragraph 19.—The defective drawbars of engines m.ust, in the .opinion gf
he Governor in Council, be a source of considerable danger ; and it seems desirable that
"9,11 engines should be at once fitted with drawbars calculated to stand the utmost amount

‘of strain which they are likely to have to bear. And that damaged drawbars be
"procured for careful examination to ascertain Whgther the causes of failure are insuffi-

cient size in design or bad material.
6. Tt should be clearly explained how the central buffer arrangement causes

derailment of vehicles. The insufficiency of the brake-power has more than once been

|
é
‘ commented on by Government, and they desire to be promptly informed of the steps

rf taken to provide a sufficient amount. . o
7. The Railway authorities will be called on to arrange Tor printing in English

and Tamil on each carriage the number of passengers it is intended to accommodate.

(True Extyact.)

{

N e e e

Major-General, R.E.,

Secreta;;g/ to Government.

3

To the Consulting Engineer for Railways. ;

Exd. E. C. Shunker.
Spare Copies
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‘Lizur.Cotoxer, J. H. M. SHAW-STEWART, R.E,

From
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To =
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o Secretary to Government,
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