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' Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department, -
: . 11th February 1876. ‘

'No. 170, Read the following letter from Colonel F. J. MOBERLY, R.E,
: . Superintending Engineer, Chingleput, to Lieutenant-Colonel J. MULLINS,
_R.E., Chief Engineer for Irrigation, dated Mount, 20th January 1876,

2 No. 4,199 :—

.

I rearer to have to report tha

1 Comparative Statement.
. 1 Letter from Mr. Lowry, No. 1,487, dated

12th Septerber 1874.

1..Do. do. No. 1,575, dated 21st Sept. 1874.
e. 1875.

1 Do.do. , 2,123, » 22nd De

and copies of letters which,
2. You will observe

t Rupees 232-8-11, in addition to the éxcéss
sanctioned in G.0., No. 1,706, of 17th

June 1875, are required to complete the
bridge near Tandalam at the head of the
water-spread of the Chembrumbaukum
tank. I enclose a comparative statement

Mr. Lox%rry thinks, will explain the matter fully.
that these letters were written in September 1874, long

bmitted by Mr. Lowry ; as I could not understand

them; I desired his attendance at my offico with the accounts and persons concerned.

! . 8. He came on 19th January 1875. I found then that the only accounts were
! . the station books kept by the Sub-Overseer Vencoba Row, who Mr. Lowry thought
d out that this was impossible, and desired

- should also keep the register. I pointe
<. that the Range THead Accountant shanld open one immediately, and that the revised

estimate should be drawn up to cover the work actually executed and the work
remaining to be done on the rates fr,hus known by experience ; it appear q also that tle
.| Bub-overseer received two estimates differing one from the other, one i4 juthenficated
. with Mr. Lov\}ry’s signature, but differs very considerably from tha ‘submitted to

_Government, of which Vencoba Row was also allowed to take a copy.
4, M. lLo{viy also admitted that he had not marked out the foungations on the

" ground, but expected the Sub-overseer to do all this, and reported, himk incompetent

" because he did mot do it as Mr. Lowry infended. It must be remembered that the
‘new bridge is bui 1d one, and .tha’g the approaches were very

1t on the ruin of an ©
o " rough, standing as &

before the revised estimate was: 51

he flood had left them. [
5. Mr. Lowry acknowledged that ho did not consider that any fraud had been

committed, and, with the exception of the mistake of excavating the whole surface to
the depth of the foundation, D0 unnecessary Work really appears to have been done.

6. The revised estimate, which should have covered this and the rates which it
was found necessary to pay, Was submitted on 17th February 1875, forwarded by me -
on 24th Februéry 1875, sanctioned in G.0., No. 1,269, of 5th May, and forwarded to
Mr, Lowry for execution on 19th May. | . '

i 7. Tle went on leave on 15th June; at the end of the month, when I was takiné

accounts from the range gubordinates, I found that nothing was begun/ "

- 8. The Sub-overseer informed me that Rupees 681-6-1 had been due to work

people for six or eight months. I desired him to give me a memorandum 'of names
and to proceed with the, work as rapidly as possible.

¢ and amounts which I would pay, & .
ag to the opening of a register in the range

A A ! found further that my order, &
. office, had not been obeyed ; the work is 10 excesspf ‘Rupees 2,500, and therefore no

. order of mine should have been required. o o
10. T desired the Head Accountant to prepare it immediately from the station

" books, but some days ofter T found that be had kept the Sub-overseer himself in
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M N \
Proceeq; : o
ceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,

wth February 1876.
Chinglepyg
y and that
really affordeq 5] “rentuall

1 the informa
. % U0 my again ing;
d1ate1?r Tesuming worlk IInSle
Materials for the arches,
)

et

y this man (considered by Mr. Lowry incompetent) has
tion, measurements, &e., required. '
ting on Vencoba Row’s going to Tandalam and Imme-
X und that Mr. Lowry had stopped the preparation of
2 or9 feet high . th Wh-lch must be wanted whether the abutments and piers Were
Wished to ygq lafier;t ) eStTmate in fact provided for brick in mortar, but Mr. LO"VT}'
Preferreq ¢, wait tﬂf’ and mst(?ad of openly asking permission to malke the alteratxoﬁi
allow hip to .the sanction of the vague terms of the revised estimate shou
12, 8% on without gych application to me.
September 18'750:aghue took charge of the range on the 29th July 1875, and on Stg
Work, and thay th:I;)OI-ted to me that he had been obliged to pull down some b‘;a
oW's Previous fay] ridge wag going on very slowly, for this, in addition to Venct) :
debts ¢, coolieg fs of keeping me in ignorance of the state of matters regﬂrdmri
and non_'PrePal‘ation of materials, I applied to the President, Loca
13 reduce him frop 2nd to 3rd grade.

F und Board’ t 0
°‘_ﬂaﬂy as to t.he onaghue hag since reported favorably on Vencoba RoW, and partt

licult ¢, reportcgrectness of his accounts. Vencoba Row also pleaded that it :j:'
Wag -reaHY due to t;:a}lge-oﬁicel" and that the bad work removed by Mr. Donag s
eredit hoq 1nf

been ruineq b ;rxior workmen whom he was obliged to employ when |
aking 411 th?’ oL LOWI'.Y’S delay in paying coolies. Fand

Boarq PreSidenttfn' ' into consideration, I have obtained from the Local 5

Paragraph g of ® restoration after three months and nine days ; even Mr. Lowry (se

Hdge s wopy bxlllili fter, X, 2,323, of 22nd December 1875,) acknowledges that the |
15. eliey e, t;he arches sank only 1th and ths of an inch. gors
ara P'nﬁrely in the .at t%le work is worth the money it has cost’ and t\hat the -enz;te
48 most, jf not a]] esnmatmg ; they should have been corrected in the revised esturf " ;
haq gy in allof them, were known before it was prepared ; and if the regis ‘
fained, Pristence ang all debts paid the rates would have been clearly ascer
16.

tstimate ig'rslll;ﬁcsizb;overseer Points out that in neither the original nor rwhich
I Lowry haq atnﬁ Allowance made for removing the debris of the old bridge, e
Wag actually in the r:%t t%lought was all lying lower down-stream, whereas. ver); novs
8UBpowdey was foy s(ite itself and had been mistaken’ for hard soil ; for it8 rared-
17, he centn. fecessary, and long before the revised estimate wz.xs Preps 0 feet
SPan, hagq een mad:?g sent from Madrantikam for the Tandalam bridge, © cking
of Pahnyras’ e, Or arches of 20 feet; there were only the skeletons, nl; - hem

: W : .
ACCording 4 ;4 6w:1§g}11):°‘"1de(}; the Sub-overseer received no plan, afld

nd . pex-
Pected delay oe::::le head of Sundries the pay of a watchman, &c., during the~

e : .
I Particula;rllonths’ affords fair excuse for excess.

. tter
> and recejy 7 a%ked Mr. Lowry in January 1875 to conslde_l' :h.eﬂl;;é s
b hl.‘ ed his assurance that the revised estimate was suﬂiCI?n t’he ok
J eXOepyt S own showing of grounds for the further charge 10
am bll_mder sundries, o
0 edienc: a 8ed therefore o attribute it to his neglect in keeping 8
® Yo preparing it before he made the revised estimate

evised

T
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‘Pf'ocecdings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
) 11¢h February 1876.

No. 180. ORDER THEREON, 11th February 1876, No. 373.

Tar Most Noble the Governor in

IRRIGATION, No. 19.

to the revised estimate of Rupees 11,120

for the bridge in the 20th mile of the Western® Trunk Road. The correspondence

submitted and foregoing papers show that the management of this vcfork hag been

very unsatisfactory. ’ ] . .

y 6 The amoyunt to be contributed from Imperial Funds, Agricultural, and
chargeable to the Chembrambaukum Tank Project, will now be R‘upees. 5,793. No
further charge can be made to Local Funds to compensate fox_: the meﬁiclent. arrange-
ments wln'c}: have caused increased outlay and great delay in the comp 1et}on of the
bridge. | o 1RTEE
03. This sanction has been registered as Trrigation No. 3 W of 1875-76.

(True Extract.)

. u Major-General, R.E.,

, Secretury to Government.

To the Superiitending Engineer, Chingleput.
»  Chief Ingineer for Irrigation.
»  Controller of Public Works Accounts.
»w  Collector of C}linglef)ut.
»  Financial Department.

-

Exd. 8. T. Austin.
Spare Copies

Council sanctions an addition of Ra 233 -
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