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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
9 : 98th December 1876. No. 3,558. '

No. 613. Read the following letter from Captain L. CONWAY-GORDON, R.E,,
TExaminer of Public Works Accounts, to Major-General G. W.-WALKER,
R.E., Secretary to Government, Public Works Department, dated Fort St.
George, 9th December 1876, No. 323 W :—

I mave the honor to report, for the infarmation of Government, the i’ollowing
particulars in connection with the number of Public Works Divisions in the Nellore
and Malabar Districts, and to solicit orders thereon. .

9. TIn the Nellore District there are at piesent four divisions rendering accounts
to this office, viz:, Northern, Central, Southern and East Coast Canal, the Penner Anicut
having been abolished on the 30th September 1876., ,

3. InG.O, No. 1,398, dated 5th June 1876, the District Engineer, Nellore, was
informed that the Government recognized only three general duty divisions. Ina
previous order (6.0., No. 1,302, dated 24th May 1876,) the District Engineer, Nellore,
was required to see that Lieutenant ITenderson’s attention was not distracted from the
executive charge of the two sections of the East Coast Canal between the Kondalaim
and Chippelaim, leaving the completion of the surveys north of the Chippelaim to
Licutenant Rawson. It is therefore not clear from the Government orders
above quoted whether it is the intention of Government to close the East Coast Canal
Division as a separate charge and have only three divisions in the district, or whether

the present four divisions are to continue,

4. TIn the Malabar District there are at present six divisions rendering accounts
to this officé: Calicut, Cannanore, Kurembanadu, Palghaut, West Coast Canal and
Yecrnadu. ‘ " ‘ '

5. In G.O., No. 1,908, dated 12th August 1872, the West Coast Canal was
classed as a third-class division with an office establishment of Rupees 96 a-month. In

 the re-arrangement of divisions sanctioned in &.0., No. 3,643, dated 81st December

1875, a special establishment of Rupees 93 was allowed for the West Joast Canal by

- transforring to the Malabar District one of the special establishmen.; sanctioned for

the ‘Godavery—uvide G.0., No. 2,036, dated 28th October 1873, paragraph 2. This
re-arrangement was ordered to have effect from the 1s¢ February 1876. Ina subsequent
order (G.0,, No. 1,825, dated 208k July 1876,) it is stated that since Mr. Ilarrig’ *
assumption of the charge of the Malabar District in Marck 1875 the West Coast

" Canai may be said to have ccased to exist as a separate charge. In the same order

P
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a reduction in the scale of its establishment was ordered from Rupoes 98 to Rupees 35,
as the work was likely to be kept in abeyance for want of funds, pending completion of
the East Coast Canal. ..

6.. Under the above circumstances I shall feel obliged by your inform.ing -
whether it is the intention of Government to retain the West Coast Canal as a separate

- division.

7. Considering that the same officct, Mr. Grimes, isin charge of the Palghaut as
well as the West Coast Canal Divisions, I think it would be advisable to amalgamate
the latter with the former. The average monthly outlay on the West Coast Canal
amounts to only Rupees 1,000, and the only works in progress are the maintenance
of the Cruz Milagre dam and the canal from Ponany to Cochin with a few other petty
repairs. : '
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Proceeduzgs of the Aladras Govcrnmem’ Pubdlic Works Dcpartmenf

23tk December 1876, No. 3,558. >

No. 614, . Orper TrEREGY, 28th December 1876, No. 8,558

| ESTARLISIIMENT, No. 39-A4.
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