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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
¢ 926th December 1876. No. 3,638.

No. 572.  Read the following letter from Captain L. CONWAY-GORDON, R.E
Examiner of Public Works Accounts, to Major-General G. W. WALKER.,
R.E., Secretary to Government, Public Works Department, dated Fort St’
George, 6th December 1876, No. 321 Wi— , ’

I mave the honor to forward, for the orders of Government, the accompanyin
memorandum issued by this Office with regard to the Bellary District Engineér’i
return of sanctioned estimates for September 1876. The District Engineer, at the
request of the local Military Authorities, has sanctioned an estimate of Rupees ’162 for
constructing brick-drains to the wash-houses of the European Infantry Barrack at
Bellary, and the question that has arisen is whether he is authorized to pass such an
estimate or not. .

9. The District Engineer quotes as his authority paragraph 41 of G.G.0. b
the Commander-in-Chief, published on the 8th February 1866, which purport to be ai
extract from the Public Works Code. This certainly giveshim the authority required
Put when one turns to paragraph 12 of Chapter XXIV of the Public Works COde-
from which this extract has heen evidently taken, one finds that the estimate which iI:
the G.G.0. can be sanctioned by the Superintending Engineer must in the Publie
Works Code be sanctioned by the Chief Engineer. The Chapier of a complete Code of
much later date does not notice this particular point, and I am accordingly in doubt
as to what is the present state of the orders on the subject.

No. 573. OzpER THEREON, 26th December 1876, No. 3,538,

Ir is observed that under paragraph

ACCOUNT, No. 31-A.

o . ~ promulgated with G.0., No. 1,535 dateq
11th June 1873, District Engineers are vested with authority to exercise imu;edi ¢
action on all subjects properly disposable by the Chief Engineer when delay.wouldabe
injurious to the public service; but an immediate report is necessary in every ¢ °
in which this discretionary power is exercised. This course should be invaii:z;;

followed in future.

9. .The bill in the present instance should be duly submitted for sanct; .
on .

of the‘Chief Engineer.
(True Extract.)

" Major-General, R.E.,
Secretary to Government,

To the.Examinef of Public Works Accounts.
To District Engineers. .

 Exd. 8. T. Austin.
" Spare Cdpies ‘
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