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‘ * Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
o - "90th December 1876. - No. . 3,600.
e

~

‘;N'o. 502, k Read the followiﬂg endorsement of the Coﬁsulting Enéine;ar for
Railways, dated 11th December 1876, No, 610:— .

: From R. B. ELWIN, Esq., Agent and Manager of the Madras Railwéy Company,
to Lieutenant-Colonel J. I M. STAW-STEWART, RE., Consulting v
Engineer for Railways, dated Madras, gth December 1876, No, 1,285.

I mave the honor fo send you herewith, for submission to-Ilis Grace the
o this morning received from the

“Governor in Council, the copy of a letter which I hay
" Secretary, No, 587, dated the 17th ultimo, in which the views of the Railway Board
of Government No. 2,557, dated the 25th of

' are made known, arising out of the Order
September, as to the dismissal of the uncertificated Apothecaries employed on this line,
rve, state that they heartily agrée

2. The Directors of the Railway, you will obse
in the opinion that no " person mot properly qualified . to perform his duties as .
an Apothecary ghould be employed it the Company’s service, but they do not . '
unders:tand that the qualifications of any members of the present staff are questioned, =~ « - :
8.. They remark further, ¢ The Government, however, appear fto consider a
¢ gertificate’ _6f qﬁaliﬁ.cation as the necessary proof of competency. To this the Board -
could hdie no objection with respect to the future, or even as regards those at present
| in their gervice, if there 'gre any real doubts about their qualifications, in which
case it would probably meet the wishes of Government if opportunities were offered to
_ those individdals who are without the required certificates to attend the classes_and
obtain them, and the Board desire that you will make arrangements, with the
Consulting Physican to cagry out this object if it should meet with the approvhl of
Government. 'The Board think that the course which has been followed by the South
Indian Railway Company, apparently with the concurrence of Government, may very .

well be taken in the case of this Company, and that on the reduction of the staff (their
. position otherwise being equal) the services of those Apothecaries who da not hold |
any vacancies being also filled up by *

cortificates should first be dispensed With,

certificated candidates.” ‘
ressing their desire.to meet the views of the

- 4. The Board while thus exp
* Government as far as they reasonably can, direct MmO respectfully to call the attention
Jause X of the Contract of Docember 1852, which gives to the

- of the Government to C
£ appointment of all its officers and servants.

. Company the exclusive power 0
"5, ‘Tam desired to add, with reference to what is stated in the Contract, -and .
do in the Secretary’s letter, that the Board trust the

" the further representations ma

! Government will be pleased to withdraw their objections to the continued employ-*

. ment of the present staff of the Company’s Apothecaries.

6. In conclusionI am to state, « But while the Board are obliged to execute * C

" {0 the best of their power the trust thus imposed upon them, they need hardly observe, o
_ after what they have already said, thab they would not hesitate to dispense with the Voo e
, "gervices of men found, to their satisfaction, to be unqualiﬁed.” _ . ‘ ’\

v, With reference t0 the foregoing, I have the honor to request that you will
" be so good as to submit the remarks of the Board for the consideration of His Grace

the Governor in Council, and favor me with-any orders that may be passed on the

¢ pubject. _ o 4
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roceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
20/h December 1876 No. 3,500, S

e

, ) :z :f&i;as Raglway Company, to R. B, ELWIN, Esq., Agent
. 1876, No. 587. . way Company, Madra.s:, dated London, 17th November

Tur Board have 1 '
ad iderati
on the subject of securinomtlg:: ec:;z;dem;m; 1}'0qu letter of the 14th ultimo, transmitting,
staff, the following G.0. 4 s of duly qualified Apotheoar] s Company’s
%, the 8 G0, dated 28th Septomber 15 po wecaries on this Company
continued employm, : - ptember 1876 :—¢* (Goye the
Ployment of men not Properly qualified. Apq while t;:mézxz'zrszrzthiiezotgeqhe

that men who have
. served long gl
qualified men only should ﬁn%hiszuld be harshly treated, yet they must require that properly

. laces ; and
money to unqualifieq Places ; and cannot allow the of
attor 31 1o e men, after a reasonablo & o has 1 Payment of. fiu-ther sums
ecomber 18767 e has beon allowed for obtaining others, 537

1 .
Pleased to withdraw their objections to the continued

sent staff of t4
° But while the Bosrd 8r®

best of thoir pog, g o APothecarics.

observe, after wh th )
sorvices of mep foat f(:ihey ha‘:e already said, tgat;uSt thus imposeq upon them, they need 7
"2 to their 8atisfaction, ¢, be theihzodd not hesitate to dispense with the
. . ! unqualified. i

thG con

. ngs, Nq. 2,587, dated 25¢

sideration £ Gox o .
h Septemb:r g;g‘?mment, with reference to thelir Proceed

(Signed) €. 7. SMITH, Major, R-E-
for Consulting Engineer for Rm’lz{ay,.
\

‘ Orpry r.
— . HEREON, 20t} Decembpy 1876, No. 3,500 -
‘ ) LWAY N - R 0. v, . .
_ » 0. 50-A, ' It is not understood hoW‘ the
Directors of the Madras Rmhfay
Company have formed the impressi®s

members of the present Lailway medical sta

® -
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
L. " 20tk December 1876. No. 3,500.

~
-

have been questioned, if tliey have been supplied with the papers recorded with G.O.,
No. 143 of 22nd May. The want of certificates from the Medical College, Madras,
or other recognized institution in India or in England, is sufficient to stamp the
persons in question’ as unqualified ; and the attention of Government having been
forcibly called to the fact as well by the public press as by the Surgeon-General,
Indian Medical Department, they could not dp otherwise than interfere.

2. The Governor in Council was perfectly aware of the conditions of the Contract

of December 1852, clause X. . ~
3. The Governor in Council has already expressed his'desire that measures

should be taken by the Company to provide properly qualified medical subordinates.

to replace those who hold no qualification. No report has hitherto "been received of
any steps being taken by advertisement or otherwise to secure this object. Of course

there is no objection to the latter obtaining such certificates if able to do so. In the -

meantime, however, His Grace in Council has no alternative but enforce the Order,

No. 2,557 of 25th September, conveying the determihation‘of Government not to
sanction continued payments to men as medical officers, who are officially reported

by the Surgeon-General as not qualified and unfit, and one of whom, moreover, has

been rejected by the Examiners for very subordinate duties.
(True Extract.)

-
-

'Major-‘Gen‘eral, R.E,

g Secretary to Government.

»

To the Consulting Eﬂgineer for Railways.
Public Department.
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