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Proceedmgs of .the Madras Government, Public Works Deparz‘ment
16¢4 December 1876. No. 3,459. '
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0. 424. 'Read the following endorsement of the Chief Secretary to Government,
~ dated Fort St. George, 30th October 1876, No. 1,683 :—

e

Government “of Fort St George, dated Simla, 21st October 1876 No 62 8.

.

WitH reference to the correspondence that has lately taken place between the
! Chief Engincer for Irrigation and the Superintendent of the Indian Government;
doc,kyard at Kidderpore, Calcutta, respeeting certain small steamers. requred for the :

A R L T BT e e P e g S =

duly submitted for the consideration of the Government of India, as under recent
.. orders the dockyard is unable to undertake work for other Governments or depart-
sments, without the permission of the Government in_ this department, so that all

plans or proposala may have the beneﬁt of the profes:,wnal opinion of the C'onsultmw '

‘Naval Officer. ~ +
2.- In regard to the smaller tessel or steam launch reqmred I am to forward a
. plan* of a boat which it is beheved will

» Enclosure No. 1, to be returned *. fully meet_the requlrements her length'
over all is 60 feet beam 9 feet, and depth 4 feet, her speed will. be abaout 103 miles -

 per hour, draught of water 2 fect 7l inches (abOut), and her cost will not exceed o

Rupees 6,600.
{ 3. It is however proposed to build this Iaunch of steel and 1th mch iron pIates'

‘combmed which, 1t Wﬂ' be noticed, is slighter than i is considered necessary by the

‘ °Execut1ve Engineer of Irrigation,” who proposes the ‘use of 1La.tcs of unusual and

apparently excessive thickness ; vessels of larger dimensions, and doing now heavy
work have been built in Kidderpore yard of only ;th mch iron and hme been, found

 satisfactory. As, however, there may be specml local rcasons for requiring a heavy -

!scantling, before commencing the launch it is desirable to. ‘have a further report on

;this point; but I am to add that if the boat be built of the thicker materidl, she will .
' be ‘heavy and conscquently less buoyant and less easy to manage, her speed will be . - -

also decreased and her cost greater, Although it appears to the Government of India
'that the hghter material would bo suitable,-still it must be for those under whom_she

; will be employed and conversant with the duty she will have to perform, to consrder -

iwhether she will be strong enough and fit for the work.

: 4. The bunker capacity will be 5 tous of 45 cublc feet, but an addrtlonal 21
tons could be stowed in the space provided for the purpose above the boﬂer, and on.
occasions fuel could also be carried in the stern sheets

5. The slight alterations in the bulk headmg are cons1dered des1rable, as -

improving the accommodatlon without interfering with eﬁiclency. 4

. 6. The boiler will be cylindrical, adapted for burnmn- Wood apd drive two,
single engines. Iain however to observe that such engines cannot be suddenly revemed

gwhen the boat is gomg at a high speed, more care has thereforeto be exercxsed n

‘handhng the launch. - Single engines are very simple and ‘would appear suﬁiment

1 . should it however be considered desirable, for local reasons,*to have double enomes,
they can be supplied and their cost Would be about Rupees 400 more,
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From Colonel II. K. BURNE, c.B., Secretary to the Government of Incha, Manne
~ Department, to the IIon W. HUDLESTON, Chief Secretary -to the -

_ Ships. ' . S

* Godavery and Kistna Deltas, I am directed to inform' you that the papers have been .
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4_Proce’edings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
. 16tk December 1876. No. 3,159.

- 7. I am therefore to request that, under the orders of Tlis Grace the Governor
. in Council, the above. points may be carefully considered and the result communicated
Tre to this department, when orders will at once be issued for the launch to be
commenced and completed in sixteen weeks from the date of such order. )

8. Asthe Irrigatioxi Department is desirous of supplying the woodwork ﬁtfingS,
a plan will be forwarded showing the dimensions and scantlings which it is suggested
should be used ; the gunwale and head rails requiring to be fitted to the side in a

peculiar manner will be done in‘the dockyard, and after due trial the launch can,

.+ during the north-east monsoon, be taken to her destination on the Godavery, It

“appears however doubtful to the G‘overmﬁent.of India whether it would not be

. quite as cheap and ensure greater efficiency, if the boat wero entirely completed in
regard to woodwork, &c., by the Dockyard authorities at Kidderpore before being
despatched. -

9. In regard to the larger steamer required not to excced 101 feet-in length,

135 beam, and 3 feet draught, it appears to the Government of India that one of the

famine steamers would answer the req'ui;'ements. I am accordingly to ferward

v = & plan* of one of these steamers for

) g _ _ consideration, and if thought suitable one

_could probably he made available ; their present draught is.about 1 foot 1 inch
forward and 3 feet 2 inches aft, so a mean of under 3 feet could be secured.

-

' K

¥ Enclosure No. 2.

10, I am to add that in t'he'pla’n forwarded the internal arrangements are
adapted for using the steamer as a gunboat, but of course cabins could be fitted as
required, provided the compartments are not interfered with,

* 11. 1In conclusion I am to remark, for the consideration of His Grace the
Governor in_Council, that large dockyards are maintained at Bombay and Calcutta
and that if before sending to England or otherwise purchasing steamers, la‘mches’
dredges or any other marine articles, a reference were made to the Government 0}
India ig this department, every endeavour would be made to meet the requirements
= ‘from the above yurds or other atfailable sources, by which it ig believed g 1
would be effected and an equally good article obtained, and it wéuld probabl
expedite matters if requi~rements were brought direct to the notice of fh.y
department, by whom the necessary orders would be issued to the officials b .
to meet‘them. o : . 8's best able

arge saving
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TRANSFERRED to the Public Works Departmen;

T (Sigmed) W, HUDLESTON,
BRI ' o . Chief Secretary.
No. 424-A. | . Telegram from tﬂe Secreta
* Department, Calcutta, to the Chj

dated 5th December 1876,

ry to the Government :of India, Military
ef Secretary to the Government of Madras,

GovERNOR’s message of 4th to Preside

ot in Council. YWhat ; a
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,

16tk December 1876. No. 3,459. : )

»

one of those described .in my number 62-8 of 21st October last answer for

service requiréd. CoL ' . . .
No. 425. Orpgr THEREON, 16th December 1876, No. 3,459.
; . : . yORDERED that the following reply be
] ACCOTNT, No. 23-C. D that | be
*. (Lere enter No. 3,460, dated 16th December 1876
. (True Extract.)' o L
B ' L . Major-General, B.E,,~

Secretar to Government, '

To the Chief Engineer for Irrigation. -
+»  District Engineer, Godavery, with copy of letter to the .
C- Government of India, and of design of Steam Launch.

»

.
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Exd. 8. T. Austin.
Spare Copies
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. L o PLBLIC Worxs DEPARTMENT,
o Fonr Sr. GEORGD 16t/z December 1876
No. 426, : ,
B No. 3, 460
Trox ° : S -
. MAJOR-GENERAL G Ww. WALKER, RE, ° ’ T
' Secretary lo z%e Government of ﬂ[adras, .
- .o ’ -Pu&lw WorLs .Dapartment
To

" Tue SECRDTARY TO THE GOVIZRNMEN T or IN DIA,”

Marine Department,

~ 8mr,—In reply to your fetter (thps)
No. 62 8, of the 21st ultuno, I am directed . :
" to_say that ‘the design for the hull of the -

ACCOUNT, No. 23-D. -

- steam launch is considered suitable. "I am also to reply to the several detalls referred” - '

to in your letter as follows :— -~ .
I’la‘tes —The thlcknesses of pfates mentioned in the letter as per maram were

considered requisite, bo it 1 :
From Chief Engineer for Irrigation, No. 47 M, ¢ ; 'ﬂ(fl ) 1 cause 1t s difficult '
~dated 11th July 1876, to Superintendent 10 Prevent the vessels employed: in the -

. Government Dockyard Kldderpore Godavcry coming in contact with stones
" lying on the banks of the river, and holes
are liable to be punched if the bottom and bilge plates are thin. WV1th regard to your

A

) remarks, Kowever, and to the proposed use of steel, I am to say that probably the .

followm" thicknesses in iron or their equiv. alent in-stecl will suffice;— - -
Bottom plates &% inch

Bilge * do. } do. } thicknesses for iron.

. Side do. % do. .

Bul/: heads.—The position of the bulk-head forward of the machmery compartment

. L3

“will do. The bath-room should be 5 feet i in length and the saloon 102 feet, No

forward cock-plt will be requn'ed but 2 fush déck forward of the front of the saloon.

- Woodwork fittings.—These can, as recommended i in your letter, be, completcd at
the dockyard. The fixed scats in the saloon should be 15 inches below the top of the - .
gunwale, the floor of the saloon 18 ‘inches below the seats, and the clear headway .

- under the roof should be 7 feet measured from the floor.

Bath-room fittings.~—On one side there should be a water-closet and on the othex
a bath exteénding the full length of the bath-room!

- Bodler and Engines.—The details of these will be left entu'ely to the Marine
Department of, the Government of India. As stated by the Chief Engineer for -
Irrigation, it.is of much more importance to obtain perfectly efficient engines of

suitable power than to sccure a slight reduction of first cost,

Ganyways —These wﬂl be outside the launch instead of within the gunwale, as

_.shown in the d051gn, and will be carried on brackets. The cabin will therefore be.
~ flush with the gunwale. ‘

$
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"2, The deqwn received with your letter is retumed and I am to request that}
; orders for the construction of the steam launch and for xts transmission to Cocanada

~as soon as it may be ready may be given.

It is observed that the time required for
' bmldm" the launch is sixtcen weeks, ’

3. With regard to the larger steamer, the limiting dimensions of which 81'3“'.‘. 3
Length 101 fret -
Breadth 13& do. -~ .
Drauwht 3 do. ’
. I am to say that the breadth thus fixed is the extremo admissible, that 13 feet!
: would be better, and that the design of tho London Famine Relicf Steamer, transmitted
with your letter under reply, is not considerod smta.ble « I am to ask therefore that a;
specml design, based .upon the speeification given -in Proceedings of the Madrasi
Government, of the 18th August 1873; may, together with an estimate, be prepared.
4. I am to observe, with rcfcrence to paragraph 11 of your letter, that it is the;
.desire of this Government in the Public Works Department to obtain such steamers,
launches, dredrres, &c., as may be required from the dockyard of the Govcrnment of
'Indm, if the 1eqmremeuts of this department can be met there within a reasonaole,
time; but I am to point out that the Chief Engineer for Irrigation first applied to the!
I\Iaster Attendant at Calcutta on the 1st April 1875 for designs and estimates for the:
two classes of steamers required, and it hastaken more than a year and a half to!

1Y

obtain them for one, the smaller description of, steamer. It is as essential to obtamé
apphanr'cs at the time they are needed as to get them at o moderate cost. ) ﬂ
. ' i Lhave the honor to be, . ;
- . - . Slr’ » "j? .
L e ‘Your most obedient servant, * %
| ]
: |
.. o ] '\IaJor-Gener?d R.E, 1
| o ) ) ) S’ecrctar 7 to Gownmem’. .3
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