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" Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department
12¢th December 1876, No. 3,386.

I

No. 204.  Read the following letter from Colone]l C. H. DICKENS, R.A., Secretary
to the Government of India, Public Works Department, (Establishment,
Military, and Civil Works,) to Major-General G. W, WALKER, R.E.,
Secretary to the Government, of Madras, Public Works Department dated ‘
Simla, 31st August 1876, No. 432 E M and C:—

Ix reply to your letter, No. 1,429, of 8th June 1876, requesting that an Assistant
attached to the Coast Survey may be deputed for the purpose of assisting in the new
and detailed survey of the Madras roadstead in connection with the Harbour Works
at that port, the nece551ty for which has been pointed out by Mr. Parkes, I am

directed to state that the officers noted

ﬁiﬂf‘:ﬁ:g Lieutenant Jarrad. in the margin, attached to the Marine
Survey Department, have been ordered

by the Department of Revenue, Agriculture and Commerceé to be deputed to carry
out the proposed survey, and to add that the delay in complying with the request
has been caused by the necessity of consulting the Superintendent of Marine Surveys,

2. I am at the same time to express the surprise and regret of the Government
of India, that work should have been commenced on a project of such magnitude, as
the formation of an artificial harbour at Madras, before the facts, which only such a
survey as has now been proposed can elicit, had been first ascertained and determined.
It should be a subject for the careful investigation and anxious conside;ation of the
Madras Government whether, after taking the further opinion of the Engineer-in-Chijef
and desxgner of the Harbour, as well as that of its own local professmnal advisers,
both Engineers and seamen, the works should not be suspended till the reliable data
contemplated by the intended survey have been obtained. In the absence of these
data, whilst little or no confidence can be placed on any estimates prepared to show
the probable cost of any given work, physical changes may follow it prejudicial’ and ‘
dangerous to other interests which prolonged and careful observatxons would -have

\

prevented or remedied.
3. The suspension of the actual formatmn of the Harbour need not interfere with ‘

any contract or arrangement for the quarrying supply and delivery of material, which

could, with certain modifications, be still continued, and be of ultlmate advantage in
the executlon of the works being resumed. :

No. 295. Ozrper THEREON, 12th December 1876, No. 3,386, ,
Brerore taking further action on this
CIVIL WORKS, No. 22. letter it will be communicated to Mr,

- Parkes, who, having since ‘received the
survey of the Madras Harbour, will be good enough to report whether, in his opinion,
the works were commenced with msuﬁicwnt data, and whether the survey has discovered

any new features
(True Extract.)

(Signed) ' G. W WALKER, Ma]or-General R.E.,
Secretary to Government

To W Darkes, Dsq » M. Inst. C. E., with letter in ongma.l to be returned.

Exd. S T. Austin,
Spare Copies,
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