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B Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
- 9th December 1876. No 3,334%.

No 198. Read the following letter from Laeutenant-Colonel J H. M SHAW-
*  STEWART, RE, Consulting Engineer for Railways, to Major-Gexferal
G W. WALKER, R.E, Secretary to Government, Public Works Depart-

ment, dated Madras, 1st December 1876, No. 685 —

Ix acknowledging the receipt of the Proceedings of Government, under date the .
90th November 1876, No 38,099, I have the honor to observe that the object 1n view
in the reference to the Government of India proposed in my letter No 196, of the
22nd Aprl 1876, has apparently been misapprehended

9  The rule regarding which that reference was suggested 13 contained in clause 2
of Section I of the General Rules and Regulations = It prescribes that the Railway shall
be worked under whatis termed the ¢lind clear’ system, viz, that, before a tramn
18 allowed to start from any station, 1t shall be ascertained by telegraph that the line s
clear as far as the next station of any tramn moying in the opposite direction. .

-8 Ths ¢ lne clear’ system has never been 1n force upon the Madras Railway,
which has always been worked upon what may be termed the ‘time-table’ system.
In order to bring the rules and the practice into accordance, application has been made
more than once to the Government of India for the introduction of a revised Code of

Rules The last apphication was made 1
t, 9th June 1873,
Prﬁgge%tggi of Governmen une May 1873, and 1 reply the Agent was

informed “ that the Governor-General 1

Counal cannot sanction the system of working trains which is embodied 1n the proposed

‘ rules, and that no alteration of the line

clear system can be permitted, except by

the adoption of such more perfect safe-
guards as are provided by the $block ’ or ¢ tramn stafi’ systems.”

Proceedings of Government, 11th November
1873, No 2,740

4 TUpon receipt of this reply from the Government of India, the subject was

closely investigated and reported om at
Procoedings of Government, 19th October 1874, length by the railway officials

Qeeedings It was

shown that the ¢ line clear’ system never
had been 1n force, the ¢time-table’ system, which had been adopted from the first
opening of the railway, was cleaily explained, and the objections to the introduction
of the ¢ Line clear’ or the ¢block’ system were stated. In forwarding the papers
for the orders of the Government 6f India, the Madras Government remarked that ¢ the
principle on which the Madras Ralway 1s worked appears not to have been clearly
understood , the ¢line clear’ system not having been 1n use, but (1n the opinion of the
Madras Government with marked success) the ¢ time-table’ system ”

5 Upon this the Government of India desired, before Passing orders on the

subject, to be informed regarding tho
Proceedings of Government, 26th January gystem of working trains in force on the

1875, o: 224 South Indian Railway In reply they
were mformed that 1t corresponded closely with the system in force on the Madras

Railway, the trains being worked ¢
9th April 1875, o3
Prgggec;tgg% of Government, 1 Py time-table , and ¢ line clear? being asked

and given as an additional precaution

6 Up to the present time no orders have been passed by the Government of
India upon the question at 1ssue. The Madras Railway 1s still worked upon the

-
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¢ timo-table® . ;
tima t;xble system; but this is dictincly st vur ance with the practice presenbed
13 the General Rules and R

matters, [ guldions ) and as that 1s a most unsatisisctory stete of

ors

GO 13, trust th.lt IIRB Umvu the Gm{rq.)r n (““unul 1 1). bc phasul to muve um
veroment of India for an carly dicpésal of the subject,

No. 199 .
Oxprr THERLON, Oth December 187C, No, 3,324.

RAILWAT, No. 1¢

Osurren thita reforence Le made to the
Government of India

3,333, dutea 9k Decrmbicr 1856 ) :

(Mare enter No

- R (True Ixtract ) . -
f,‘e-“"'* - M._“w“‘“‘w . ] o s . .
T e s n . L.
Masjor-Geaeral, KT,
.
. Secrelary 1o Goverrotent ’
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Frox

To

Masop-Gexeral G. W. WALKER, RE,

Tgs SECRETARY o ter GOVERNMENT or INDIA,

Pusric Works DrPARTMENT,
Fort St. GLORGE, 9tk December 1876

No 3,335 ‘

Secretary to the Government of Madras,
Public Works Department,

Public Works Department

RAILWAY, No 17

Str,—I am directed to mvite
attention to the correspondence

To Govt of India, No 1,522,

From  do ” » 10th Oct 1874  of India on the subject of the

To do ” 2%?)812{’ » 5th Jan 1875 £ kine ¢ ; th sysmm
Yrom do » %097 ” joth Apnl ,, Oof Working frans on the Railways
To do w DD of this Presidency.

Ld ST Austin
Bpa.re Copnes

quoted 1 the margin, and to request

dated 9th June 1873 3 early orders of the Government

1,691G—R, ,, 30th Sept

I have the honor to be,
S,

Your most obedient servant,

Ma]or-General, R.E,
Secretary to Government
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