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Proceedings of the Mudras Government, Public Works Department,
28th November 1876. No. 3,208

No. 513 Read the following endorsement of the Chief Ingmeer for Imigation,
// dated Ootacamund, 28th June 1876, 270 W —

K FromK T NORDMANN, Esq, Officating District Eugineer, Vizagapatam, to Lzeut -

Coloncl J MULLINS, R E, Chief Engineer for Irnigation, dated Vizianagram,
14th June 1876, No 533.

I uave the honor to inform you that Mr Superyisor Lyons, who has taken charge
of the Golgondah Range from Mr Assist-
ant Engincer Buchwell, reported to me
. that some of the irmgation repairs lately
carried out in the Range had been so badly done, and some paitly washed away as
soon as completed, that he was unable to sign the usual completion ecertificates for
the works

2 In connection with this bad woik, as well as other works complained of 1n the
Survasiddi Taluq, the Supervisor brought to my notice some apparent overcharges,
and fraudulent entries m the cash account by Local I'und Sub-Oversecr Vardarajoolu
Naidu who was m charge of the talug

3 T called upon Mr Lyons to specify the works for which he felt unable to mign
completion certificates, rnl to report the amount of estimate, expenditure, and special
defects noted on each wark I beg to enclose a copy of the Range Officer’s letter and
hus oniginal hist of works, with remarks upon them, for your orders

4  Meanwlile, T have suspended the Overseer, and ordercd the Range Officer to
take charge of the works in the taluq himself, and to fiame specific charges and collect
the necessary evidence with a view to crimual proceedings being nstituted agamst
Vurdarajooloo , and I have mformed the Chicf Engineer of the steps taken

9. Some of the blame for the bad work now brought to notice (not for the first
time) seems properly to attach to the late Rarge Officer, Mr. Brickwell, and the want

of close supervision on his part During my mspection of his Range i February,
while he was unable to accompany me, T

* The R
BZat:;gli};a&B %Sifaul:;;fgii fgf Major mticed numerous irregulanties, to which
I called his attention i detail 1n my

Notes of Inspection, of which I sent him copies, and I pomnted out to lum the correct
remedies I hoped that this would be sufficicnt to bing about the desired result, ze,
a better style of work and closer supervision Now his successor has found further

One copy of letter, No 188, dated 9thJune 1876
One onginal Lust of Iimgation Works

" shorteomings which have occurred since then

.

, 6. It may be some excuse for Mr. Brickwell that he was not well for a month

or more before he went on furlough, and thercfore unable to move about as he other-

wise should have done  But this cannot entuely account for the bud system 1a vogue

m the Range I regret to say that the style of much of the executive work, not only

Irnigation, but also roads and bwildings 1n the Golgonda Range (as obseived by

myself in February, as now rcported on by Mr Supervisor Lyons, and also by Mr

Hayné, Executive Ingineer, whom I deputed to inspect and report upon some of the

bad works complamed of by Mr Lyons) s altogether of an infcrior description, and
not creditable to the Range Officer or lus Overseers

7  The short expenditure of ¢ Agricultural ” funds i April and May 13 partly

due to these eircumstances, viz , Mr Brickwell’s 1llness previous to gomg on furlough,

the change of Range Officers towards the end of Aprl, the susponsion of the Oversecr
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in May, and the necessity of revising doubtful old estimates and of putting a temporarij

check on the progress of work wluch was bemng carried out on a bad system, without
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Works Department,
28th November 1876

No 3,208

proper supervision, by an Overseer who

while the Range Officer was compelle
the path of honesty

8 Towever, things are now bemng put nto better tram,
be made to lay out the allotments Judiciously anq fully

seems tohave made th

e most of the opportumity,
d to be comparatiye]

Y 1nactive, to deviate from

and arrangements will

report upon them

«  SUBMITIED for the mformation of Govermnent.

ement m the Golgondah op
&1l 10 notice 1n thege
nctioned work yng
The late Range Of

Southern Range of the
Papers, and the gryye 1rregularties
er estimate

cer, Mr Brickwe]]

purpose merit severe notice
neglected lus duty, and the P
Range was made by his pre
that the late Range Officer

» Must have greatly
10 mspection of the
The fact

Engineer w f h “health to look

as Irom ¢
a3, 1n the opinion of the underm;;ned’ from WZnt of the necess ar; Si;xalﬁgause, as well
for the management of a district q Cations, unfit

(Signec)  Jorry MULLINS, Lt .00,

Chaef Engineer Jor Irrgation
No 543-A.

T8es against Gyt~

for nearly two months, and dismigged them yWho triedtho cases

2 A copy of the Magistrate’
mitted to you n 5 day or two

and orders, st copy of
upon which T,ocq] Fund, harges

Sub-Q X
Vurdarajoolog Nawdoo w,

1. Copies of Lt of ch

2, Coryots arges (7 sheets )

ecision of the P A Magstrate, a3

rincipal Assistant Moo -
» decision of {he Primeipa fagisirate oftae ¥ Lzag-
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Proccedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
28th November 1376. No. 3,208.

On taking over charge of the Golgondah Range, Superzlsgruiﬁozlsa:;:;r?ﬁu?a{
zealous and conscientious servant of Government, fo A 'l?alu

P B The Local Fund Sub-Overseer 1 charge of the Survas: tq
practices 1n vogue ducted affairs very much 1n his own way, without refere]xlxcel 0
g t0 havedcon uand he was no doubt confirmed m s wrregularities from t ; ax
(;meixi:;«::theof:x?esrienced fiom his Range Officer, Mr Bncl;‘weﬂ, ‘;’)}111‘;1 zsef;r::dmzar;
;efrn, was mcapeitated by 1ll-health from meaf‘:rizr;fl:;lserezcnf;:g the mquines mado
dutes _The Local.dFu: drfeu b\il(z)xzsrf::\;zgl:;ns attitude not unnaturally dlspelle}izny
by Ar Lyons re{iarr m::r;auid in Mr Lyon’s mind regarding the untrust:wort es
d;) :ﬁtsst hlz:tOn:'ZZse;‘ eand confirmed him 1n is 1dea of the nec;sslty zi making a very
) > oub- ] . 43
(thoro(;lnh and strict investigation of the works he was ta:?ig tf) :;:eDlstnet Engmeer,

Tle result of the wmvestigation baving been Subl? : Cutwe Engineer 1n charge of
Mr Nordmann, this officer deputed Mr Ha};l}ie; c?;:um}:z}nces« T shall say no more
the Vimagran Rartlge, tto dixirgzinliiln t(;lat 1t neither resulted in inducing ':lh;
o uni’;m tundt ihc IIjocal Fund Sub-Overseer’s case dE‘Pthentauy};’ nor tlie
]Z“tlic: gligﬁzzstfatzefn arrving at a conclusion by affording him any Light on
1t assis g
Sub]c;fs “i i‘iﬁ?lt;ub Overseer K Vurdarajooloo was accordingly Chfarg:v((i;r Ifljlf;g:aﬂ;

oca - . ev for
having at the Civil Dispensary at Yellamunchelly, pad a aty \;I:a;nnZt completed.

y d and reported the building completed when 1 - would have been
netbren One:l tt dll)) the Sub-Overseer, who states that the wor V;I ot o b
done rle‘ilizi:ll;l 1aned th}zrxt the false entries weie made to prevent the allotme

H . cear .
work’l{?mgfni& tflezzzlisiil;Ioijfsl:rla’zeejn this remarks, that the pom};c tto :);e:;m:;;i:f :g
liethcr (;nI;;les admittedly false, were crimmally false, and t fath unexpended
was whe he method adopted by Sub-Oversecr to prevent the lapse of the i tpn s
doubt thaft;t’;l eO :;lotment for a work 1s one very commonly practised, and t aro1 )
{)ferx’:ott :eport a work as completed when 1f 15 mcc;mI;lO;;a(}:;::r::;Sallli‘;i:;edg . (I:i £}us
1t does n?t 1a I;ff;r W]gi;ecz:lf : lfi-;tiaih‘iszl;:}i suc}fa dictum can scarcely fax} to
head was demtgcl effec.t <hould the S?lb' Overseer be retained 1n the Government serw;:[e.
e Jr&n;(sltilliletl:er the Sub-Overseer was or was not guilty of maklnlg%ua :::1;;-8.“2-2
fraudulent entry inhis accounts, the fact 1emains that he paid }ﬁvaihatl;m “ would
k that had not been executed e stated to me personally, e
for wor d out ” this work had he been allowed, and that there was no : o
have carr;f ou t To which I replied, that if this were so the best thing he 1(iou ‘
f;raud 01;) ;}I: 31:1 the money to the credit of Government at once , but T have hear
0 was
nothing of this ha‘;lif ertn b:fenR(llch))I;; 59-2-6 by which the estimate for the Cival Dis-
Dosilos the o (;chelly has been exceeded, the Range Officer expended Rupees tiﬁ
ponsiry at Ycuam}; h follow hereafter, so that 1n all Rupees 145-2-6 rcpreselg 1,:,
for tho xeasons w hm} the estimate for the bmlding has been exceeded It 1s diffien
o e Wt“t:: 1 n posttive terms that the extra work executed by Mr Ly‘m;
after the fd;t t(1) i zczsiarﬁ However 1f 18 certain that most of 1t was required, atI:3
Wa: atl,:x: fzzt;tzcni ﬁlchned t:) accept Mr Lyon’s judgment and proceedings  IIs state-
as to
ment 1s as follows .—
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the surface of ¢

the pillars e
above the

he ground,

. The retaining wall between
g as much

In one place as 12 inches
a bank of loose, dry earth,
tered nor tamped, to stand

lowing
bmldmg and fmm% morping I agamn inspected the
letter of 20th M 1o fewer than gy cracks, vide my

8‘n: iflaSt’ No 149, and as the whole build-
Weakness T at once sent 1n a supple-

In i*mountmg to Rupces 86, for an addi-
1deg \;all, which also acted as 4 buttress, on
d of the house This additional work has
out and th sum as well as the Rs 59-2-6
foned 15 In excess of the orrgnal estimate ’}
on elso apprehends that the bwilding may
a8 the tll(:, refiled a g cost of Rupees 140 after the rains
truth iy it alr)e D0t good Tl latter statement has much
antlclpatcsj ut I hoPe the tiles may last longer than he
thatT e becond charge agamst the Sub-Ovcrseer Wwas
" Bomastal had not been paid when the amount of

h
18 pay hag been charged to the Government 172 the Sub-

Verseers o 11 Assist-
ant My, teounts  Qn this charge the Princip

that hebﬁhtrate accepts the Sub-Overscer’s e?hnoz;]tl::
tah wh ad not the money with him to pay e gt hun
“he (the sub-0 er) lmpp(‘nCd to mce
(the . verse
secy’ *tah), who being a writer under s
8 orders diq y0t complamn of not having recel " et
Pay from the Sub-Overseer by whom the fra¥ least,
\chh()ldmg of the gomastah”s pay was, to the
'hly mprobable and no way cotablishe pserved ther?
8 this case again, therefore, 1t w be ©
dlbtlnct‘(’n drawn between 8 false €0 .
nally falge (ntry 1n the Sub-Ov ersccr 8 accounts 85;0 0
_MOVGrnm?nt And 1t ehould al-o be stated mfj ‘tl;e pon-
: T Lyons that the gomastah did complain o1 Ceme
LB of pay, though 1t appears be subsequently

the
cucumbmnccs 1n Court. .

mentg) estim
tional retyp
the lower
been carp,
before mey
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
98th November 1876. No 3,203

»

The third charge refers to a temporary dam across the Varaha river near Pengole
The Sub-Overscer paid for 4772 cubic yards of stone, while the Contractor’s receipts
showed " that 409 cubic yards only had been used No spare stone was found, and
consequently Rupees 51-6-0 had becn pard m excess The contractors who received
the money were, according to the Sub-Overseer’s accounts, three in number, of whom
one only was found by Mr Supervisor Lyons, who reported the case  The receipts
nominally giver’ by the other two contractors were written on the Sub-Overseer’s
order by his writer, who placed the marks of two men unfound on the receipts The
writer did not know these two men, nor did he sce the money paid, but the Sub-
Overscer informed him that they would be pard  The Prncipal Assistant Magistrate
remarks that there 13 nothing to show that these receipts are not genuine, and accepts
the Sub-Overscer’s exi)lanatxon that the defiency of stone, amounting 1n value to
Rupees 51-6-0, 18 accounted for by its having been paid for m ¢ loose packing ”’ on the
river bank, while the contractor’s receipts représcnt the same stone when 'mghtl;t

packed after bemng built n the dam
It 1s to be noted 1n refercnce to this, that the estimate allows for cubic yards 4281

in tight packing 1n the dam, value Rupecs 498-4-0 So that even without entering

closely mto the question according to the Sub-Overseer’s own statement, he has over-

paid for (4284 — 409) cubie yards, 1 e, 19} cubie yards, value Rupces 19-4-0 » .«
The fourth charge aganst the Sub-Overseer was that he entered 1n his accounts

for repairs to the bund of Chinna Vooppalam tank . .
%

Digging 38,0064 cubie yardsof earthwork at 7 P‘ms 109 9 8

Pay of Gomastah . o e 5 0 0

114 9 8

e by the Sub-Oveiscer was 1,495 cubic yards of earth

whereas the work actually don
This work that was done, more-

work and removing smlt at a cost of Rupecs 54-8-1
over, was not exceuted by the Sub-Oversticr to the bund of the tank, as provided for in
hus sanctioned estimate, but was done to a channel about half a mile from the tank

As regards the latter fault of the Sub-Overseer, the Principal Assistant Magistrate
states 1t to be a purely departmental matter. As regards the deficiency of work done
as compared with that paid for, the Principal Assistant Magistrate accepts the same
explanation as that given by the Sub-Overscer 1 other charges, viz, that the money,
though falgely stated as having been paid, to save the Japse of the allotment for the
work at the end of the offical year, was not so falsely stated, from a criminal point of
view The sum of Rupees 60-1-7 remain consequently to be accounted for by the
Oversecer on this work :

I have recently rcecived from the Sub-Overseer an explanation, that 1t 19 g
principle that has been followed for the past threo years, both “by him and s
predecessors,” that when an estimate 13 headed repairs to such or such a tank, 1t may
mean that {he estimate 1s for repairing any of the fecder works of tho tank, such as
supply-channels and temporaiy dams at the heads of these channels, escape weirs m
them, and bunds for protecting ficlds aganst nundation, &e &c This 1s promd facie
a very dangerous doctrine to be allowed, and 1n the present case the Sub-Overster states
that, before commencing the work, “I and the Sub-Overscer accompanied by the head
Gomastah Akilla Lutchmenarayana, who knew all particulars about the work, as he
was present with the then Overseer at the time of t‘ikmg up measurcments for the
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ly €xamined the sites where the estimate items refer

Teasuremep g relateq 8 thereof, which I found to be quite consistent with the
1n the estimate, and a]] these places are situated far away from the

Posltlon Of the ta
ok of ¢ ;
Now, ag regards thflau gﬁlanzooppahma 1n whose name the estimate has 1ts heading’

have Tecerved petition £ a Vooppalam tank, 1t 13 somewhat remarkable that I
course of execution forstlfom a nelghbounng village complaining of certain work 1n
the secong or doeg t}ue ot named village tank as Likely to damage the lands of
the water-l'lghts of vi]] ® &pPear to b g solitary example of the involved state of
Villages 1n thyg locality ; ang 1t 13 consequently clear that suspicion

mates 1n so vague a manner as will
» according as the inducement offered
All that scems 1n such a case to be

estimate ” g (;118) th‘?t “the dimensions of the work to be executed
work may ey at be quite consistent ” with measurements on the
met m work Tniually be carricd out, and such a condition 1s not very
the ples Way bo gonget rt relating ¢ embankment or excavation The mgenuty of
PUggestive of ey thouillllt T honesty of purpose, but 1t 1s at the same tume highly

The ffth charge re?ate: 1;2 7:(211: Jides previous to the actual commussion of fraud

ﬁclency of about 00 cubic yards of*stone, value.
y on the northern tryp) road betwee f -

€ dimengop

Where the
ﬁiehlt to be

second from wastage
al

381strate aceeptg The Princip
ted Tates, agangt W}uchpan It 13 needless to observe that the esti-

uPOn tke ]_‘oadWay, a quantlt (I)I‘:erseer takes credlt, auOW for sohd measurement Of Stone
he deﬁexency of m atezla l;eh T0re than will provide for all losses by cartage, &c

1
038 t0 the road ang t4 ¢, pulih Tounts 1 valye to Rupees 290, which represents the
@ 81xth chy, ¢ purse,

2 certayy quant 8¢ 18 that in the Overscer’s 5
b Uty of stong v i
la.n(,h rog, " as ShOWn to be sto

Own ¢ on the 17

11 ofC(')cI})lz of the Accounts, by tht;1 (I)n e, the
anl)‘e .

Aec0rd?n00ﬁicer,s accpuntg

d
Oney was paid f.()r clce glVen, the Pn_

ccounts submitted to the Range Officer,
red on the 11th mile of the Ankapilly
ming on the 11th mile was then stated

11th having been altered to 17th 1n his

Vel‘seer
errop

neipal Assistant Magstrate believes that
-5 10 evide Sonthe 17th mile, which material however
8ger'y g ate S 1ce, not for th ,
On fhyg gy > PUt o the 18thwr g 5 O that mile, but according to the O¥

a
Iregulanty hcharge the p 2d 19th mles

r

. regaraz }t,e enlprovel(rlxclpal Assistant Magstrate 1 of opinion that no criminal
dist 13 last
shallln}:lf 1131 do\zn n thr:;;t:;’ui] e to submit the following remarks It 1s
ordeyg We‘o loweq Wheg alteratyon of Publye Worls Accounts, that a particular course
Lim gt On:re o ronformeq b ,i;lre made by o subordinate 1n his accounts  These
of hug a € on thyg accoupt ynd © Overscer, so that suspicion of fraud attaches to
road, ang oo VhOUE Tegy, left this suspicion 14 Ly no means lessened by theé fact
Vig, Tefuseq ¢, o Y0nS when he wag giving over charge of this
~ . *cco.m Pany Mr Lyons to other works requiring 10spec-
7
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v Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department, -
928th November 1876. No. 3,208

tion. Moreover, the whole of the remarks of the Prmaipal Assxstantt ilaglls.:rat: u;;
paragraphs 52 to 56 of s summary of evidence are beside the q}tlzes 1:11; meta};'was
appear from these that 1t was Mr Lyons’ business to ﬁndbouf " Ii:e 1t was ’l‘hu;
mstead of 1ts bewng the Overseer’s business to show by hus Ooﬁ Y;strate that should
he be successful 1n throwing dust 1n the

hlslza.c : :ucnts and an playing a game of hide and‘seck up and d}c;wn a :2:;10 t1ln relflszxil:;
to the position of materials he purchases with public money, he 1s g)niure t)(’) (Jl e
1 doing 5o as far as the law of the case goes I do not of }(;ouf:th % 5 eubordimate
such anoauthontatwe deciston , but I would respectfully ];u mltment the Government
who does these things 1s retawned 1n the Public Works Depar dmes of such
caunot expect the szpenor officers to be responsible for future proceeding
subordinate

Besides the money mvolved 1n the charges brought agamst the Overseer the

E d - » k —
followin g sums were chargod nnproperly to the undermentioned wrrigation works

RS, A P
] 1 . 36113 7T

Neow Tank of Inngarazupallem . .
B1eg Tank of Pedda Uppalam’Rupees 783 Rupees 15 Wirk 5 0 o
done to tank oo ' i s s
New Tank of Chunna Vooppalam e ®

Peddiraju Tank of Razala e

Total .» 1,469 13 4

X tes for expenditure on one sort
[n all thoso cases mon’y Izlrovutled sl?étil;:xjrtrt:ltznce strongly suggestive of the
k nded 1n other directions; )

::.n‘;;o;ra:«ﬁl::é) intengon as has been alluded to 1n the case of the Chinna Vooppalam

tank, mentioned 1n a preceding part of thus letter. e irmzation works of the

’Mr Lyons’ n.so repots (et 2 mspeetmghm MaylMebreaghes m them lymng

’ ks having g

talug' he found 31 wrrigation wor 8
3::; a:::;l; t}teu%reccdmw October Of these 31 works, 11 hadbb:;eeg1 :ta:,:grzof?:;:
o . \
been repaired at a cost of Rupees 2,980 up to 31st March Ia;t ,t , uut ﬂjlfem o Toun
t of repair, and Rupees 1,332 have since becn sanctioned to p

ou )

» proba-
Mr Lyons states that ¢ some of the work done was 1o doubt washed away,” p

[ ood deal of 1t that I could
bly because 1t was n/m;,properly executed, ¢ but there1sa g

f bR} . )
e ng):f;:: :vhole case I beg respectfully to submut that Local Fund Sub-Overseer

le of, for the mstruction of seme
darajooloo Naidoo should be made an examp
i{th:;u:u‘t‘:orc]lmates of the Vizagapatam district, by being dismissed the Government

service

»

OxDER THERTON, 28th November 1876, No 3,208,

It 18 evident from these papers that
general laxity and negligence have been
prevalent m the Vizagapatam Dastriet,
attributable to the late District Engineer, Major Hindle, and to Mr Assistant Eflgmeer

ESTABLISIIMENT, No 32,
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