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' Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department, =
20t%h November 1876. No. 8,100,

Read the following letter from Colonel J. F. FISCHER, R.E., District
Engineer, Madura, to Major-Generel G. W. WALKER, R.E., Secretary to
Government, Public Works Department dated Madura, 13th November 1876
To. 3,017 :— >

I mavE the honor to forward for submission to the Government, the accompanying
list showing prevailing prices at Dindigul and Madura, from which it will be seen
that there must be great distress amongst the laboring and poorer classes.

2. . The Acting Collector has applied to the Government for funds to be placed at
his disposal for relief works for roads principally, and I beg to solicit an addition of at
least Rupees 20, 000 be made to the irrigation repair allotment of the district to enable
us to put in hand as many banks as we can for earthwork chiefly. This measure will~
afford great relief in the present distress over very large areas of the district at the
very doors almost of the people, and W111 prevent the necessity of the1r being collected
in great numbers.

3. These works will not be of a reproductWe nature, as the prineciples on which
the banks of this district have been originally constructed are radically wrong both
scientifically and economically, and I could never recommend their maintenance as a
professional officer on my own judgment and experience ; but there is no doubt now the
prospects of this district this seasoh are nearly as bad as they well can be, as I feared
they would be in the want of any failure of the rains, the population in it is very large and .
consists clneﬁy of the ordinary agricultural classes, there are no trades or manufactures
of any importance to take off surplus population, and the standard of living amongst
such a classis of course very low ; they multiply then at the greatest rate possible under
the circumstances existing here, and their wages are constantly being reduced by com-

petition from amongst themselves ; every census will of course show a greater and
greater increase of the numbers with a constantly diminishing wage fund for their sup-.
port ; as nothing has been done to establish large works or industries in the district, any
failure of the crops then in such a locality must 4t once create very great and wide-
spread distress, and as the Government always desire to afford relief as much as possxble
under such circumstances, I have ventured to submit the suggestion contamed in this .

letter for their favorable consideration and orders. . o

No. 337,

OrpER THEREON, 20th November 1876, No. 3,100. - ‘
" Tae District Engineer will be mformed

that whatever funds may be reqmred for
. Famine Relief Works will be placed at the

. Collector’s disposal, and the populatlon needmo relief can be employed on any works .

which may be considered desirable. .
2. Itis not intended to supplement Public Works grants for the purpose of

relieving dlstress. ‘ .
N (True Extract:)

No. 338.

CIVIL WORKS, No. 22.

o . ‘ ‘ S Ma]or-Goneral BE
o Secreiary to Go"emn.cnt. . ‘

' "o the District Engineer, Mad R
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