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" Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
11¢% Norember 187q. No. 3,023. .
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Read the following papers :—
. i
No. 189. From Colonel H. DRUMMOND, R.E., Deputy Secretary to the Govern-
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2 ment of India, Public Works Departrpént, (Railway, ) to Major-General G.W. o 1
5 ; WALKER, R.E., Sccretary to the Government of Madras, Public Works e
:" ‘; Department, (Railway,) dated Simla‘ 24th July 1876, No. 1,891R. . ‘
T ’ i ‘T ax directed to forward, fqr information,j copy of a Despatch from Her Majesty’s
] ; ¢ Secretary of State, No. 62, Railway, dated the 15th June 1876, on the question of the "
!% ot ) { gauge to be adopted on the section of the Sou%h Indian Railway between Erode and - H
A . Y } Trichinopoly and between the latter place and Negapatam, and on the mode of work- ;
¢ | e z ing the Erode-Trichinopoly section, and to inquire whether ITis Ixcellency the ;
= : ¢ Governor in Council has anything further to urge in favor of maintaining the section .
i IR { o . g from Erode to Trichinopoly on the broad gaige. The precise military advantages ?‘
. b * ¢ should be stated, and the saving to the Company of capital expenditure. The addi- A
: £ g tional current expenditure involved, if any, in retaining the length from Trichinopoly . E
H ;}. i { to Erode as a broad gauge should also be calculated. . '
; oo 5% 2. With reference to paragraph 4 of the Despatch, I am to request that the Agent k §
23 5 : "% of the Railway Company may, under the orders of His Grace the Governor in Council, ' z
<y . ) !} be called upon to explain in what respect he considers. Erode as “very preferable” "
A ) } to Trichinopoly as a place for breaking gauge.i \:i
> | } | : — | ‘. g
i) i j ( % bespatch from the Secretary of State for India, to Hi:ﬁ Excellency the Right ITonorable the Gover- ) 3
3 . |;_ _ . (ﬁ .g * nor-General of Indiain Council, dated India Office, London, 15th June 1876, No. 62R. ;’ .
v . I nave had under consideration in council the letter from your Government, No. 64, of 5th o
,: i 7 i April last, relative to the sections of railway extenq'.ing from Erode to Trichinopoly, and from _:
, > g Trichinopoly to Negapatam. . , ai;
‘ ; ’ . , * 2. These, which originally constituted the entire railway of the Company now styled the . :.
2 X E South Indian, have hitherto been of the 5 feet 6 inches gauge; but your Government, when in -
Y, i l% 1871, recommending that all additions to or extensions of that railway should be metre gauge, ;
3 . - recommended likewise that the original sections should be converted to metre gauge. This recom- o
X . é mandation was repeated in August 1873 by your Government, the Madras Government also Ig
) ¢ having strongly pressed the same views, and in his Despatch of 27th November following, the ¥
' i Duke of Argyll sanctioned the change, having previously ascertained that the Railway Board 1
\ ? cordially concurred as to its expediency. E
' 3. The }etter under acknowledgment, however, informs me that as ye-t your Government has Y
; i ¥ authorized conversion betwoen Negapatam and Trichinopoly only, and that you now consider it, on . :
l % - the whole: advisable to retain the broad gauge between Trichinopoly and Erode. ;
. ’ : { 4. Two Teasons are assiéned for this alteration of opinion, one being the unhealthiness and
. - commercial insignificance of Erode, the place where the Madras and South Indian Lines join, and ' 15
i

its consequent unsuitableness as a situation for effecting break of gauge, though the South Indian -
Direqtors, I observe, and also their Agent in India, represent it as very preferable in that respect .
to Trichinopoly ; and the other being the importance of securing the freest and most unobstructed |
* railway communication between Trichinopoly and the three other large military cantonments in
the Southern Presidency, viz., Cannanore, Bangaloré, and Madras. With reference to thissecond
point, it may be noted that Cannanore is several miles from nxiy; railway, and that by far the shortest
line from Madras to Trichinopoly will be metre gaugs all the way, and will not go near Frode, so
that it is only between Bangalore and Trichinopoly, stations little liicely tohave frequent occasion
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?i ' - Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department, i ! , ' ' /
1 '11¢h November 1876. No, 3,023, - ' 3 ; : .-
~ i ie? . : . } Praric Works DEPARTMENT, ' ,3
. i , ]
b 3 | : 5. On the other hand, against whatever advantage there might be in uniformity of gauge ' ; No. 192. Fozr §r. Groxez, u”‘ November 1876. Lo
,(P" between Bangalore and Trichinopoly, is to be set the very serious disadvantage of a break of . : Xo. 3,024, . . : ; ,
K gauge on-one and the same line, and the extra inconvenience and expense to which the South i | Frox . o
Indian Company would be thereby subjected in its traffic arrangements. Two modes of obviat- ; f Masor-GENERAL G. W, WALKER, R.E,, ‘ :‘ (
S ing this evil are, indeed, suggested by your Government, who propose that thé section between' ! | e :
) 3 Erode and Trichinopoly should be transferred from the South Indian to the Madras Company, f ‘ Secrelary to ”,l_e Governme.nt of Madras, ¥ » ‘
A ' either in full property or under a w;)rking ‘tgreement. But whereas either of these expedients ’ f . T Public Works D epartment, | :
4 ; fes, i from the papers that neither is the ~ ° ! f 0 : - P
. would require the concurrence of both Companies, it appears from pap | , . : . . o
P Madras Company willing to buy nor the Soath Indian to sell, and, further, that the latter Com- % ! Tue SECRETARY 10 THE GOVERNMENT or IND I4, o
{ pany is naturally averse to the working of any portion of its line by a distinct and, to some ; i Public Works Department. : "
e . extent, rival agency. - ] ' X f ' ) L
) 6. On the whole, therefore, I am of opinion that the arguments adduced by you for retaining C t RAILWAY. No. 29. SIR’.—I am directed to acknowledge i
; the 5 feet 6 inches gauge between Erode and Trichinopoly, are not of sufficient weight to justify j E si ’ , the receipt of your letter, No. 1,891 R, 3
o any attempt being made to compel the South Indian Company to accept an arrangement to which I Ly C dated 24th July 1876, forwardin g copy of o ?
é : they are opposed, and which would very probably be injurious to them ; and consequently that b { P a despatch from the Secretary of State on the question of the gauge to be adopted on the ' ;
.  the decision arrived at by both the Home and Indian Governments in 1873, hahd !’ettefr not now 9 - section of the So.u‘th Indian Railway between Erode and Trichinopoly. In paragraph 4
K S be disturbed,—and that the South Indian Company should ’;t once ;fiesili;e a;‘;fmt)f °rf prose- : 4 of the despatch in question it is assumed that a much shorter railway route than that :
b cuting with all convenient speed, the arrangrments necessary for esta g ofmlty o gange. g i at present existing between Madras and Trichinopoly is about to be immediately made '
j e : over their entu'e\ system. ' | {s ' available. In-reference to this point I am to remark that under the present train
d “ : ' C ) . : . 3 service the time occupied in travelling from Erode to Trichinopoly, a distance of 90 -
’ No. 190. Telegram f.rom the Secretary to the Government (')i’hll)(liim’“ff,uithWO:r]is 3} ) ( ~ miles, is 4 hours and 23 minutes ; while if this section were converted to the narrow
N . Department, Simla, to theT Secretary to Government,” Public orks Lcpart- I . gauge the time would be increased to 5 hours and 21 minutes, or the journey would
. ment, Madras, dated 3rd November 187.6' . . o . ,! be an hour longer than it is now. The delay to goods which would all have to be tran-
) Yotz 2,625, 28th September. Reply to this office 1,891 Railway, 24th July, -l ; shipped at Erode would be much more serious. In all probability the delay in many cases
; awaited. Send to Calcutta. ’ :13_' o - would in actual practice be not less than twenty-four hours. For it would doubtless
¢ - : 1 1 frequently happen that goods brought for the South Indian line b y the Madras Railway
- No. 191. OrpER THEREON, 11th November 1876, No. 3,023. ‘ Company am% vice versa to Exzode would be left there to be. reloaded for tl.le trains starting
f - CoxTNIcATED to the Consulting Engi- R i on .th(? following d‘ay. bet will thus be :ee.n tha%t t(I)1 sa(rllf:tlon the conversion of the Ero;lle-
RAILWAY, No. 28. neer for Railways, with reference to G.0., } . f Trichinopoly secftlon efore the comp P’aon' of the direct narrow gauge route would
No. 408, dated 15th February 1876 1 4 amount to a considerable lengthening of the journey between the two places. I amthere-
A o he detailed information called I % fore directed by His Grace the Governor in Council to submit that under no circum- -
. ;2’ Lieutenant-Colonel Shaw-Stewart will submit the etzli o c?rmahl;;: c?f ° | . f  stances should the change be authorized before the completion of the through line from
~ for in paragrap h, 1 of the letter from the Gf)vemment of In a,ilip acmg ; sef ﬂlln { : { Madras to Tanjore, which is not likely to be effected before J uly 1877, and then only with
comm-umcatlon with the .Quarten?aster-GeneralAas regirdlsl thgon;h t;nrgl asg:;l ot Lle : . : a temporary roadway through the bed of at least the Coleroon out of the several .
questlon.h :l‘h; e;:ip la;nat;)on gigm;d from the Agent of the Sou a way m by i large waterings to be crossed. The line is not likely to be finished with a’permanent
: paragraph = should also be obtamed. 1 g roadway throughout before the middle of 1878.
‘ 3. Meanwhile the quemment of India will bo addressed. toy 2. The views of His Grace the Governor in Council as to the question of the ,
(Hero enter No. 3,024, dated 11th November 1876.) } :' ultimate conversion of the Erode-Trichinopoly section will be submitted in detail in :
(True Extract.) b ! due course. o
. L ! ) : I have the honor to be, 2
LN ) i‘i - ) ’ ' . . Sil" : . ‘1 }'L
. , ‘ Major-General, R.E,, % . { S , - Your most obedient servant, ‘ ,,
"Secretary to Government. R I . _ E '
o ' PN o (Yo - ]
To the Consulting Engineer for Railways, - r ; Y : ‘ Major-General, L.E., X
Exd. E. C. Shusk s - ' Lo s ] : - Sceretary to Government.
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~ To His Excellency The Right Honourable The Goverhof
‘ - General of India in Council g

I TR TR T WO o 6y # T

My ILorp, .

Para. 1. I have had under consideration in Council the Letter
from your Government, No. 64, of 5th April last, relative to the sections
of railway extending from Erode to Trichinopoly, and from Trichinopoly
to Negapatam. ‘ ‘ .

)
i
-7

2. These, which originally constituted the entire railway of the Com-
pany now styled the Jouth Indian, hive hitherto been of the 5 ft, 6in.
gauge, but your Government, when in 1871, recommending that all

«»~2dditions to vr extensions of that railway should be metre gauge, recom-
mended likewise that the original sections should be converted to metre
gauge. This recommendation was repeated in August 1873 by your -
Government, the Madras Government also having strongly pressed the eaR
same views, and in his Despatch of 97th November following, the Duke -~ 0
of Argyll sanctioned the change, having previously ascertained that the
Railway Boa%_d“‘cordial]y concurred as to its expediency.

. .
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3. The letter under acknowledgment, however, informs me that as yet .
i ~ your Government has authorized conversion between Negapatam and =~ ..

Trichinopoly only, and that you now consider it, on the whole, advisable T
“to retain the broad gauge between Trichinopoly and Erode. ‘ -

f
AT ww""%_;.., air

. 4. Two reasons are assigned for this alteration of ‘opinion, one being.
the unhealthiness and commercial insignificance of Erode, the place-
where the Madras and South Indian lines join, and its comsequent i
unsuitableness as a situation for effecting break of gauge, though the
South Indian Directors, I observe, and also their Agent in India, represent
it as very preferable in that resz:ct to Trichinopoly ; and the other being
the importance of securing t1h. freest and most unobstructed railway
communication between Trichinopoly and the three other large militar}

, cantonments in the Southern Presidency, viz., Cannanore, Bangalore,
and Madras. With reference to this second point, it may be noted that
Cannanore is several miles from any railway, and that by far the shortest
line from Midras to Trichinopoly will be metre gauge all the way, and
will hot go near Erode, so that if is only between Bangalore and Trichi-
nopoly, stations little likely to have frequent occasion for intercourse,
that ra(iilway communication could be at all affected by break of gauge
at Erode. - . .
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. 5. On the other hand, against whatever advantage there might be in '
uniformity of gauge between ‘Bangalore and Trichinopoly, is to be set
the very serious disadvantage of a break of gauge on one and the same
line, and the extrainconvenience and expense to which the South Indian
Company would be thereby subjected in its traffic arrangements. Two
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viating this evil are, indeed, suggested by your Government,
ween Erode and Trichinopoly should be

transferred from the South Indian to the Madras Company, either in.
ing agreement. But whereas either of

modes of ob

these expedients would require the concurrence of both Companies, it .
appears from the papers that neither is the Madras @ompany willing to .
buy nor the South Indian to sell, and, further, that the latter Company :

is naturally averse to the working of any portion of its line by a distinct
and, to some extent, rival agency. B

Y

6. On the whole, . therefore, I am -of opi:ion that - the arguments
addueed by you for retaining the 5 ft. 6in. gauge between Erode and™ - ’
Trichinopoly,are not of cufficient weight to justify any attempt being made
to compel the South Indian Com‘}l)lany to accept an arrangement to Which
they are opposed, and which would very probably be injurious to them;
and consequently that the decision arrived at by both the Home and
c Indian Governments in 1873, had better not now be disturbed,—and that

the South Indian Company ohould at once receive authority for prose-~
cuting with all convenient speed, the arrangements necessary for - g
establishing uniformity of gauge over their entire system. .

% ~

+

1 have the honour tq be, A
My Lord, ) 2 .
. Your Lordship’s most obedient humble Servant,

~
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