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aveid firing across the line. :

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works I)nprzrtmm/
2ud November 1876,  No. 2,942,

Read the followmg papers :—

No. 34 ‘Endorsement of the Secretary to Government, Military Department, date(l
Ootacamund, 6th July 1876, No. 3,370.

From Brigadier-General A. IOWLETT, c.3,, Quartermastcr-GcneraI, to Colonel J.
MICHAEL, cs.1., Secretary to Government, Military Department, dated
Ootacamund, 5th July 1876, No. 193.

T mAVE the honor, by desire of the Commander-in-Chief, to submit the followmrv
eircumstances for the consideration and orders of Government, .

2. 1In January 1862, the prescnt site for the practice ﬂroun;i for the Artillery
at the Mount was approv ed of by the Commatder-in-Chicf. This range has been in
use to this time and is shown in the accompanvmo gketch plan. It is now crossed by

" the line of the Carnatic Railway on the Madras side of the Mount, and within the two

longest ranges of 1,800 and 2,000 yards. |

3. Ind anuziry‘last on the representatioilx of the Agent, South Indian Railway,
the Consulting Erfgineer for Railways applied for a re- a.rranvement of the range to

¢

4. The question was referred to the Officer Commanding the \Iount who write
¢« ] consider there is not the least necessity to provide another range for the artillery
practice at this station.

¢ The practice is only carried on for about four or five wecks during the wholo
year; it is always over by 7-30 a.x. at the lafest; the whistle of the engine can be
heard long before the train arrives anywhere near the line of fire, when of course the
firing ceases until the train is passed, and there would be much difficulty in getting
another rangs ; indeed, I doubt if a range of 1,500 yards could be got.

« T consider that all that is necessary is for the Officer Commanding the Royal
Artillery at this station to give notice to the Scuth Indian Railway Authorities before
the annual gun practice commences and when it is finished.”

5. To this the Consulting Engineer replied that the difficulty with regard-to
the artillery pmctice range would not be satisfactorily met by the proposed arrange-
ments
- »*6. Inquiries were then made revardmw a new site for the practlce, and under
the orders of the Officer Commanding Centre District, a Commlttet, was assembled,
and their report is enclosed.

7. They have been unable to find"any other site, except a water range at the
Red Iills, and this is unsuited for the competitive practice of field artillery, as much
cxpense, inconvenience, and errors would be occastoned.

8. In England at Shoeburyness, where artillery practice is carried on more
frequcntly than 1t will be at the Mount, the firing is suspended whenever barges are
crossing the line of fire. At the Mount the ﬁnnf' over the line of railway is only for
a short time on six days in the year, the trains will be very few in number and
runnmo only at stated periods, and provided that due notice be given to the Railway
Authoritics and all preeautionary measures taken, the Commander-in-Chief considers
that no apprehension need be entertained of eny danger occurring by the artillery

ﬁrmg across the line of rail, and solicits the authority of Government for 1ts continu-

" ance.
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Wor&s Department,
2nd November 1876. No. 2,942.

‘ ‘ { ‘ RerergeD to the Public Works Department, (Railway). 7
; By Order, ' -

NN
a (Signed) J \IICIIAEL Colonel,
sl - ‘ ’ Secy. to Govt., Mily. Dept,
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No. 1,043.

MEMORAXDTX.
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,
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RererreD to the Consulting I]nwmeer for such remarks as the Agcnt of the South

- #1 Indian Railway may have to offer.
L (Signed)  G. W. WALKER, Major-General, RE,

: ; (OTACAMTND, ,

PR 6tk July 1876. ) Secrelary to Government, P.1V.D.
] Ly ! )
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o Xo.34.A.  From Lieutenant-ColonelJ. IL. M. SHAW-STEWART, R.E., Consulting
, ’ Engineer for Railways, to Ma]or-General G. W.WALKER, R.E., Secretary P
* _to Government, Public Works Department dated Madras, 5th August 1876, i .
!
I

R VA

No. 384.

Ix returning the papers which accompamed your memomndum, No. 1,043, dated
the 6th ultimo, I have the honor to enclose the two letters® from the Agent of the South
Indian Railway upon the subject of the

- artillery practice range- at the Mount, - : ‘
The first of these letters has already been :
communicated to the Quartermaster-General. ' '

2. Looking to the difficulty which is experienced in gettmg a suitable site
elsewhere for a range, I am of opinion, after further inspection of the locality, that ,

. special arrangements might be made which would satisfactorily meet the difficulty *

that has been raised by the Railway Authorities to the continued use of the existing ‘

range.

IR Y J\,,

* No. 1,381, 20th March 1876.
,, 1,910, 19th July 1876.
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From W. 8. BETTS, Esq., Agent of the South Indian Railway, to Lieutenant-Colonel J. I1. AL
SHAW-STEWART, R.E., Consulting Engineer for Raxlways, dated hegapatam, 20th .o
March 1876, No. 1,381. -

Yoor No. 102 of the 31st of January last, the Chief Enmneer in reply states, “ I regret N
. ‘ that T do not agree with the opinion expressed by the Deputy Assistant Quartermaster-General o
that there is no necessity for the removal of the artillery practice ground at Palaveram. The

PR et it v e s e 4 et b
.

LR P9

line of fire crosses the railway, and under existing arrangements should the Driver of an ;

. approaching train fail to sound his whistle, or should the sound of the whistle owing to the contrary R
o direction of the wind not be heard by the firing party or the train be obscured by | the smoke from | \

‘ the guns, en accident of the gravest nature might any day take place. ‘ e
; X 5 | “The remedy proposed by the Deputy Assistant Quartermaster- General of ngmg - notice to .‘}' ‘
] . the Railway Company before the commencement of the annual gun practice, merely limits the ™
extent of danger to which the travelling public and the Company’s property would be exposed.” ‘5 )

e 2})1 I concur with the Chief Engineer in conmdenng that an alteration i in the line of fireis R
irable. ]
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 at Palaveram. The survey plan which accompanied the above memorandum is -also
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works D/’partment
2nd November 1876. No. 2,942,
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From W. 8. BETTS, Esq., Agent of the South In(han Railway, to Lieutenant-Colonel J. I1. M.
SHAW-STEWART, RE, Consulting Engincer for Railways, dated Negapatam,

19th July 1876, No. 1,940.
Your letter No. 743 of the 12th mstant regardmg the butts for artillery practice at

St. Thomas’ Mount.
2 I have no further remarks to add to those contained in my letter No. 1,381 of the 20th

of March last. .
3. The original papers forwarded with your last communication on this subject are herewith
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returned. {

No. 34-B. From Colonel F.J. MOBERLY, R.E., Superintending Engineer,
Chingleput, to Major-General G. "W. WALKER, R.E.,, Chief Engineer,
Public}Works Department, dated St Thomas’ Mount, 21st September 1876,

. No. 2,197.

Wira reference to your memorandum, No. 1,247, dated 18th August 1876,
. I have the honor to forward a section of

the line of fire, artillery practice ground,

$

Two Sections.

sent herewith.

No. 34-C.  Endorsement of the Secreta.ry to Government, Mmtary Department,
dated Ootacamund, 2nd October 1876, No. 5,026.

Memorandum from Brigadier-General A. IOWLETT, c.s,, Quartermaster-(}eneral,
to Colonel J. MICHAEL, c.s.1., Secretary to Government, Military Depart-
ment, dated Fort St. George, 29th September 1876, No. 6,509.

Tre Quartermaster-General has the honer to request the Secretary to Government, - .
Military Department, will, with reference to the near approach of the season for royal
artillery practice, be so good as to inform him what orders of Government have
been passed on this office letter, No. 198, dated 5th July 187G, soliciting the authority
of Government for continuing the artillery practice at the Mount, across the South

Indian line of rail, for the long ranges.

em—

ForwarpeD to the Public Works Department, with reference to docLet, No. 0,34 O

dated 6th July 1876.
By Order,

(Signed)  J. MICHAEL, Colonel,
Secy. to Govt., ‘Mily. Dept. -

L3

No. 34-D.  Endorsement of -the Secretary to Government, \I1Ltary Department,
dated Fort St. George, 25th October 1876, No. §, 418

From Lieutenant-Colonel F. C. TREVOR, Assistant Adjutant- Generai Royal Artﬂlery,
to Brigadier-General A. HOWLETT, c.5,, Quartermaster-General dated

Fort St. George, 16th October 1876, No. 2,094,
Iv contmuatmn of previous correspondence on the subject of ﬁnnnv across the
railway at St. Thomas’ Mount, I have the honor, by order, to bring to your notice
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9nd November 1876

that the Officer Commanding Royal Artillery, Centre sttnct has reported that he
has received a letter from the District Traffic Superintendent, stating that if the firing
be confined to the hours pamed (viz., 6 to 7.45 A.M.,) it will not in any way interfere
with the present traffic arrangements, and requesting intimation of the days set asule
for practice, in the event of it being ngcessary to run a special engine.

9. As this opinion of the District Traffic Superintendent entirely coincides with
that of Colonel Leslie lately Commanding at the Mount, whose letter on the subject
has already been forwarded by you for the orders of Government, I am to request
that it may also be submltted to Government with the other papers in the case.

ek g o gt e ®

No. 7,066 SO -
l Forwarpep for the information of 'Government, in continuation of this office
} letter, No. 198, dated 5th July 1876, and memorandum, No. 1,165, of 4th instant, -
‘ from the Secretary to Government, Public ‘Works Department.
N By Order,
Forr St. GEORGE, . (Signed) A. HOWLETT Brigadier-General,
18tk October 1876. Quarlermasler-General
- #
TRANSFERRED to the Public Works Department in contmnatlon of endorsement,
% No. 5,026, dated 20d October 1876.
b By Order,
.- ' © (Signed) 7. MICITAEL, Colonel,
d | o Sccy to Govt., Mily. Dcpt.
. i
- g , No. 35. ORrDER -nmm:ov, .nd November 1876 ’\*o. 2,012,
‘ o . - R Oxmzm " to be recorded. It is
‘; . MILITARY WORKS, No. 1. remarked that, under the arrangements
b i “reported in letter, No. 2,094, dated 16th
IR f October 1876, from the Ass1stant A(ljutant-GeneraI, Royal' Artillery, there acerfxs no
. : -0 necessity for altering the present position of the butts or the line of fire.
B 3 ¢ T . -
‘ E’ - (True Extract.) ‘
? ' ; \ » [ o 3 -
B v ; { R . e . o x
‘; e Y Ma]or-Geneml RE,
. i Secretary to Government )
e } To the Consulting Engineer for Tailways. ‘ o
Lo ,»  Buperintending Engineer, Chmglepnt. NI L .
: ,»  Military Department. : _ PR CoTlnar '
% R Exd. E. C. Shunker. ST T {'( :
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