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"~ Proceedings of the Madras Govgzrnment, Public Works De}mrtment,
' 30th October 1876. No. 2,915.

___—_____________‘_._.__-’———""’""—"" -

No. 507.  Read the following letter from the Hon. T. MACFADYEY, Chairman,
Chamber of Commerce, to' Major-Ceneral G. W. WALKER, R.E., Secre-
tary to Government, Public Works Department, dated Madras, 26th October

1876 :— : ‘ -

~  Tgg Chamber, in common with all classer of the community, have learnt with
profound regret of the widespread distress that has been caused in the Ceded
Districts by the failure of the south-west monsoom, ond thé consequent ruin of the
grain crops. They have been informed that solief works have been opened in vari-
ous parts of the locality affected, and that n the Bellary District alone thirty-five

_ thousand people are employed on these works, The Chamber cannot but cordially

approve of the latitude the Government lmv\: been pleased to give to the district
officers in the solection of relief works, and tie payment of labor, and they are confi-
dent the Government will readily give comideration to their suggestion that the
commencement of ecarthworks for the proposcl Dellary to Gudduck Railway would
afford employment to crowds of people in the Dellary District which would be
altimately beneficial to the country. Alrealy nearly nine thousand men, women,
and children are reported to be employed ir clearing out silt from the beds of three
tapks in the town of Dellary. Opinions ar said to differ in the town as to the
advisability of utilizing the plethora of labor a this direction, as it is contended that
the first heavy rains will undo “the work now being prosccuted. Tt is necessarily of
primary importance that the people should be kept alive, whatever may be the cost
of feeding them; buta secondary duty to the country is, as far as possible; to obtain
gome. appreciable and lasting benefit, addition:] to that of preserving life, in return for
the'exceptional expenditure forced upon the Government. It seems to the Chamber
that railway embankments come within the category of works best suited for execu-
tion at such 2 juncture as the present. Tley do not require the employment of
gkilled labor, their progress can be easily measurcd, and they cannot be soon
destroyed. Work of this class would doubtl_zss be done more economically by coolies
in the ordinary course, in unexceptional tims, than by ryots, weavers, and others
who are driven by famine to unaccustomel toil as the only means of escape from a
temporary calamity ; but even with due allovance for the enhanced cost of famine
relief as compared With that of other ‘worg, the proposed employment of the labor
available must be far better worth paying for than mere work for. work’s sake. .

1t has not escaped the recollection o the Chamber that the Secretary of
State has not yeb sanctioned the constructin of the proposed line of railway, but as
he has not definitely abandoned the project, nd scoms to have been Prorﬂpted fo defer
his decision by financial exigencies and the nore urgent claims of other schemes, it
may be assumed that, with a view to the prqitable employment. of the starving multi-
tudes of Bellary, he would be well disposed o sanction. the commencement of a line
that would pot only contribute to the welloeing of the people whose present condi-
tion excites 80 much commiseration, but woud also greatly facilitate relicf operations
at any future time should the district be agan visited by drought. As the country

_ across which the proposed.railway would ru1 has been surveyed for the purpose, with

the Fesult that it has been pronounced by tle Consulting Engineer for Railways as
«tfestile,’ populous, highly cultivated,” ant (regarded from a Railway Engineer’s
point of view) generally favorable,” and is the line is regarded by Colonel Shaw-
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Proceedings of the Mudras Gowrnment, Pyp

lic Works Department,
30k October 187¢.

No. 2,915.

Stewart “ag the mos
Southern India”

-

by telegraph, sanction for emplo

¥ing the redundant labor now available in the
manner recommended by the mer

cantile community,

e ——————— . ¢

_No. 508,
I

whethep famine

Orper THEREON, 30tk October 1876, No. 2,915.

. I ORDERED that the following telegram
| be sent to the Government of India:—

A fortnights’ time must determine

RAILWAY, No. 44,

isinevitable, Iy that eise concentration of relief labor most necessary.
Already upwards 90,000 employed on scattered relief works in one district out of
three. If famine contingency

arises we pro

hich travarse
”

POseé commencement of embankment work
of Bell

ary Gudduck Railway w 8 worst part of suﬁering district as State

work. Please telepraph reply.

(Tre Extract.)

|
Major-General, R.E,, ' t
Secretary to Government.

To Chairman, Chamber of Commerce. :
To the Revenue Department,

»  Consulting Engineer for Railways,
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department
" 30th October 1876. No. 2,915.

Btewart ‘““as the most promising projct for railway extension in the whole of

Southern India,” now that the line to Tuticorin has been completed, the Chamber ...~
entertain a confident hope thatthe Government will cordially apnrawe =& >~~~
that the Supreme Government may bri-="" >~

by telegraph, sanction for employing

P
7oy .
manner recommended by the mercanti . ,fr \‘* )
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whether famine is inevitable. In the

Already upwards 50,000 employed «
three. If famine contingency arises
of Bellary Gudduck Railway which -
work., Please telepraph reply.” .
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