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Proceedings of the Aadras Government, Pullic Works Department,
23tk Octoler.1876. No. 2,888, -

No. 458.  Read the following endorsement of the Chief Enginecr for Irrigation,
dated Ootacamund, 18th October 1876, No. 223 W :—

Fx:om J. II. LATIAY, Esq., Chief Engincer and Manager of the Madras Irrigation
and Canal Company, to Lieutenant-Colonel J. MULLINS, R.E., Chief Engi-
neer for Irrigation, dated Ayaloor, Gth October 1876, No. 101.

- e g

Famine.

I msve the honor to say that I have rec:ived copies of your letter,* or demi-
official note, to Government, proposing
that Government should become respon-
kible for water-rate on any extent of dry crop which the people can be induced to
irrigate; and that ryots be told that they will not be charged water-rate unless the
crop be successful ; and that the Government should turn to account the water-supply
which the Company has furnished and provided at the disposal of Government,

2. Here the proposal is double (1) to induce ryots to try what is to them an -
experiment by irrigating dry crops.  'We now have perhaps 5,000 or 6,000 irrigated

® Of 19th instant.

where we ought to have 150,000 or 200,000, To persuade them most effectually '

(and it is of no use to unnecessarily hazard failure in a case of this kind) Government
must endeavour to put the ryots in a position in which they, doubting of success,
will feel that they cannot lose by the experiment, i.e., no water-rate should be levied
unless the erop will pay for dry assessment and water-rate and labour and seed, &e.,
which is, in fact, unless the crop be successful. Nothing less than g « 12-Anna
crop” should be charged, and that should be cstimated liberally for the ryot. Poor
ryots on poor land paying 8 Annas dry assessment eannof have such a crop, and they
wonld feel perfectly sccure if they knew thut none less than a Serop w
Rupees 2 rate.  Many ryots also, it is found, will not make up their minds ¢
risk of irrigating their crop until it is seriously injured, and not likely to pay them
their expenses of cultivation (e.g. Pussulur and Chapirevula, visited this week by
the Deputy Collector). I thercf(?re urge that it be distinetly published that nothing
under a 12-Anna crop will pay any water-rate in dry crops.

3. The sccond proposal is that Government should act in some
utilize the canal water. There is only one way so far as I sce.
pour water into fields after they are sown without the ryot’s consent, But now that
rain is hopeless, Government may order tho canal officers to pour water and Bpreaa
it over unsown fields. I have heard the estimates being sent in to the Collector
of the proportion of sown land to unsown; and, as he says in his report of 30th
August, given in the newspapers, they scem very untrustworthy, They shoulg
state how much of the crop sown hus simply perished. Even then allowancg
must be made for the desire of Curnams 4ar'1d Reddies to Ipakc; out as much land s
possible sown, fearing lest they should be called on to sow more, The canal officerg
are anxious to irrigate, anxious that the irrigation should be successful, angd are well

ould pay
0 run the

Way 50 as to
Government eannot
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dings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
Froceedtd ogth October 1876. No. 2,883

-

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
23¢th Octeler 1876, No. 2,833.

. ard’s Proceedings, since it is not made
7. The rerr.xark (llnciiiiazgi‘zhoih?:mfrogency of the circumstances has bro;xflll}t
to me, and only i1 3 0o remark from me except that the Government may rest ' y
into my hands, needs ns I know. éﬁch opinion as it expresses m:1st be based 0;11 a
assured that, 80 far af the Par’t actually taken by the Company’s otﬁce:rs %ndt e
mistaken knowledg;{ 0enue D oers who used to delay the Tyots appl}catlons two
own. It was thef ‘;V ‘vine notice to the Company that the.y had applied. It was
or three months befor wgllm Tf freely trusted to use and give account of water,
the Revenue ofﬁcerst o éﬁcient and utterly confused and untru.stworthy accoux.lts
supplied 80 frequent {Zhennur or Bilenlgudur, none) as to necessitate an expensive
(or sometimes, 43 ra t oppression of the ryots and fraud on the Govemn}ent} Y({u
machinezry to Qr;x ((3}110 P%o.. 1,661, of 20th June 1873, an accountl of a settlemc.nt_m
have Pl*}n'fed‘ thf th‘e i’{ules tife Company’s officer accepted every and any remission
. which, in spite 0 ofﬁcer, desired, with only ome condition,‘ that the reason .for
which the Revef(lluf’n writing and apply to all similar cases without favor. Itisa
it should bo st € lllen' the Zuestion was one, not of leniency, but of fact; then the
diﬁe;e:éi:::tii:l‘; not yield as they could on matters of opinion. :
cana

acquainted with the unsown tracts most accessible to water, and of the l)(:s.t tt:oxl. vm{: !
is quite probable that if these ficlds were flooded the ryots .wo'uld cultiva e..n L

ryots frequenﬂy say that till they know that the 'ﬁch.l can be irrigated they ‘:ldc of ‘
apply. I am prepared to undertake the cost of distributing water over t}.xo w 1') i
any unsown field, so far as the ground admit, and to the full extent of which my stall

is capable. 1 should attempt it by contract, or piece work, at so much an acré, ;
employing men acquainted with such work.

4. TInreply to the G.O., No. 1,329, of 23rd ultimo, on the subject, the Revenue
Board hardly meet the case. They order the publieation of a statement that
water-rate on dry crops will not be levied unless where a ¢ fair * crop is realized §
and the word fair is, as a fact, trunslated in the Telugu notico as “hulf” (ale
o). Now, it is already customary to grant remission to crops which fail to the ’
extent of half, owing to the land being bad, or other reason beyond the ryots’ control ;

and the existing rules provide for this. The Board pass no order regarding the
utilizing of the canal water in an active way,

W -+ . et Vg | e
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so that, in fact, things remain much 83
they were. I am quite sensible that their resolution skould stimulate the local revenue
officers into more action ; and the fact that for dy

not be bound to collect the water
Likely to convince the ryots of a

ey TR I T gy 8 g T

:sh however to ask your.attention to the irrigation um?er tanks. The

e £ o ems to me made a liberal, as it was a double, concession. For erops

CompanY,dltrSetanks partly by tank water and partly by canal water the full water
grown unde

y crop the Government officers will ) k

“ra’e paid by Government to the Company will be.
liberal treatwient
and claim remission more freely than they ordinari

, and induce them to come forward

!‘ . The Compan
l ces and for the Company 6 Rupees. pany
ﬂl E rate is for Govegnmezictpizpthe present rules by which in such cases they receive
ly do t, ‘l ) ho;vc;‘er i:pffea zonth for irrigating fields under tanks when the ta:tk s fdry, and
. ) . ~ . only hup 2 . o to irrigate a quarter of an acre
. 9. The Deputy Collector of Nandial hag alrcady visited some dozen villages, \ k ' ng, Rupee 1 per 1,440 cubic yards (eifozr;[}o‘ aé?ill)lli t(:)mk. °; fin d%hat the conditions
without any sucess, be'yond & promise or two to irrigate if no rain fall within a month. 3 ? from seed time to harvest) of water supp Iif . c{ canal irrigation to the ryots under
Ho also has hopes of inducing one man to irrigate 14 acres in Pussulur. No thUbtﬁ ! on which the Revenue officers have . 0 elf to have tlzj tanks filled by the canal
it will take some days to talk the ryots over, ( . be taken to prc\‘(‘ﬂt _ . xandial and Kanalla tanks are alternative, viz., . ,
. 1s are requires to be take ‘ : Nan uld collect from them (besides dry assessment)
ryots thinking that those who apply in the author; 1 officers, . :.h case the Revenue officers wo -
1 i 1 orized way, through the canal OB ' in whic : d full canal-rate, making a total water-rate of Rupees 10 ;
will be in any respect in a worse condition th ewill, ernment water-rate and full ¢ J ) .
irri i wn others. 2,000 or 3,000 acres mer 1 ' full Gov i ke direct irrigation from the canal on their own application,
probably be irrigated this month, unlesg o fresh excuse for delay oceur in any. K 1 or that the ryots nngtht ;‘:ﬁ; (; from rain, however partially, they would have to pay
. . . . J : , v Lo . : an [t '] . k
HneErsnly 1? l’efereuce to mode of aplication, : | " Whmh(; ai;‘;fnte};i rate also. ' ‘
. 61; 1 Wllu give a sketch of the ITospect from the road on which I drove hither: | L= , the f;ll . I?j‘s case then the Revenue officers told the ryots that they should, under
> > . ¢ ' n . .
or.n urnool. tﬁxttkumool Dleft prices double what they were early in the year 1;“(;,, x certain conditions, 7.6, if the ryf)ts accepted the former alternative, collect from them
grain 8o sca‘rce ab customers mobbed the shops, or wandered from one 10 t.,hc otheT on account of canal water supplied them a greater sum
for hours, in some cases, before they - could get grain or rice. After leaving me‘é
municipal Himits the road encirele

(viz., Rupees 6 an acrc) than

. Government would pay the Company for it (viz., Rupee 1 per 1,440 cubic yards), and
. . 1dc
3 Kumool, Laving theie erops on the Kurmoc ©

5 A

Trom the rd mile 4o under Ju

S S etk £ e
-

L d to the terms of the contract between the Secretary of State )
| his scems to me opposed ! ] 10 their tanks filled from t1
) . ralach | t as it did prevent the ryots having their ta rom the canal.
<l oot & geernat Wl Gh) all 14 Lare, exeept the hm\tf\’hcw “ : and thefm:fpa;){l’ection of the canal water-rate from the ryots deserves, I think, in
alley on the left dists ot ) o W ’ , ode ) . :
oL zn'ﬁe o :m\)\\:tzncz.‘ Trrigation under Tandripad tank is just faling et ® i ?22:;1’ consideration and improvement both in form and punctuality.
A s 2 few erops on it Oth mile o 21t tare b :
) , 3 or th mile Lo 21st 3T sthe !
remnant under the eliffs g 110 10 ’
: e 12

he

. oth nil Y e B
You drive from the fyand a few fiel

: ‘ 1
A4 under picuttad att

o cof crel
bee to the 215t yile without beins able to see ablaleo e

Erass or weed to the horizon,

S S—— ——

1 Suparrrep to Government. .
l X . .
; 205t niilo to 241l g few low erops,  Thene? pont pitde ( (Signed)  JOIIN MULLINS, Licut.-Col., R.E,,
46':){11, though theﬂ} is a g[‘(\(\n t‘n‘ge ‘)t ‘-(.hlum on '\\0 ﬁ(“l“ “l“,n \ic\"“‘ u. n' cror {
htst:mce. Thenco to thiy bungalow is ghout ol a;mu. : Al the founslit? hol®
etween Kurnool ang Nundial wou . |

Chicf Enginecr for Irrigation,
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> . . Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
roceedings of the Madras Gorernment, Public Works Dz’.j)a;{:}z;;z{:.‘—‘ : - 2844 Qciober 1876.  No. 2,888,

;L 28tk October 13876, No. 2,333.

e - .

No. fgg{ead the following endorsement of the Chief Engineer for Irrigation,

No. 459, - S | o
2 OrpER THEREON, 25th OctobLer 1876, No. 2,858. ‘ | f : iat;dA(;;taEcammét lfséh O.ctober ldsgf’ No. 22: :;lv .M tras Trcioats
: IRRI - ' . ] X From J. H. LAT , Esq., Chief Engineer and Manager of the Madras Irrigation
; GATION, No. 50, ment(fwnc‘\l.c A'rrn-to tb? Revenue Depart- H , and Canal Company, to Lieutenant-Colonel J. MULLINS, R.E., Chief Engi-
: Ord or consideration with reference to the S neer for Irrigation, dated Ayaloor, 6th October 1876, No. 101.
! N : ;r 1n that Department, No. 1,329, dated J . Famine.
i =rd September 1876. I mave the honor to say that I have received copies of your letter,* or demi-
Rt (True Extract) official note, to Government,’ proposing

ST e ' it * Of 19th instant. that Government.should become respon-

gible for water-rate on any extent of dry crop which the people ¢an be induced to”
jriigate; and that ryots be told that they wiil not ‘be charged water-rate unless the °
crop be successful; and that the Governmeny should turn to account the water-supply -

which the Company has furnished and provided at the disposal of (Government. "

" 2. Tere the proposal is double (1) £ iuluce ryots to try what is to them an

' / experiment by irrigating dry crops. 'We n.w have perhaps 5,000 or 6,000 irrigate(i

“ where we ought to have 150,000 or 200,000. To persuade them most eﬁectuall_z)

- (and ili is of no use to unnecessarily hazard failure in a case of this kind) Government
must endeavqur to put the ryots in a position in which they, doubting of success;'

will feel that they cannot lose by the experiment, i.e., no water-rate should be levied

=

. Major-General, R.E., *
. Secretary to Government.

by,

oo

e — e e, R W B e v e rmgoe e te

? ' \ unless the crop will pay for dry assessment and water-rate and labour and seed, &e.,
f , which is, in fact, unless the crop be successful. Nothing less than a ¢ 1§-Anna.
Y ! ; crop” should be charged, and that should be estimated liberally for the ryot. Poor

i \ £ ryots on poor land paying 8 Annas dry assessment eannof have such a crop, and they
y : - would feel perfectly secure if they knew that none less than a 3 crop would pay
v ;

Rupees 2 rate. Many ryots also, it is found, will not make up their minds to run the
risk of irrigating their crop until it is seriously injured, and not likely to pay them
their expenses of cultivation (e.g. Pusgulur and Chapirevula, visited this week by '
the Deputy Collector). - I therefore urge that it’be distinctly published that nothin ¢
! under a 12-Anna crop will pay any water-rate Edry crops. § &
i i | 3. The second proposal is that Governiment should act in some way soagte |
e utilize the canal water. There is only one way so far as I sce. Government cannot,
pour water into fields after they are sown without the ryot’s consent. Tut now that
rain is hopeless, Government may order the canal officers to pour waler and spread
it over unsown fields. I have heard the estimates being sent in to the Collecto
of the proportion of sown land to unsown; and, es he says ia his ot of 30t;
August, given in the newspapers, they seem very untrustty mtay.  They should
state how much of the crop sown has simply perishad,  Even then g ow
; must - be. made - for the desire of Curnams and Reddies to make out as much lan::lnce
5 "~ - possible sown, fearing lest they should be called on to sow more, The canal offic ag
~are ancious to irrigate, anxious that the irrigation should be successful, and are wexi:
acquainted with the unsown'tracts most accessible to water, and of the best so] el
.is quite probable that if these fields were flooded the ryots would cultivate . Tht
; ryots {rgquently say that till they know that the field can be irrigated they v;ill y
? ' - apply. I am prepared to undertake the cost of distributing water over the wh Inot
| . any unsown field, so far as the ground admit, and to the full extent of which o ole of
j is capable. I should attempt it by contract, or piece work, at so much y staff
» : .. employing men acquainted with such work, o0 acre,

[
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4. In reply to the G.0., No. 1,329, of 23rd ultimo, on the subject, the Revenue
Board hardly meet the case. They order the publicatiqn ?f a statt.ament. that
water-rate on dry crops will not be levied unless where a “fair » crop is realized;;
and the word fair is, as a fact, translated in the Telugu notice as ¢ half” (a/e

£ 'tsmv ). Now, it is already customary to grant remission to crops which fail to the

extent of half, owing to the land being bad, or other reason beyond the ryots’ c?ntx'ol ;
and the existing rules provide for this. The Board pass Do order regmmng the
utilizing of the canal water in an active way, so that, in fact., things remain much ag
they were. I am quite sensible that their resolution should stlmulzfte the local revem.m
officers into more action ; and the fact that for dry crop the Goverzment oﬁicers. will
not be bound to collect the water-rate paid by Government to the Company will be
likely to convince the ryots of a liberal treatment, and induce them to come forward
and claim remission more freely than they ordinarily do.

5. The Deputy Collector of Nandial has already visited some dozen villages
without any success, beyond a promise or two to irrigate if no rain fall within a month,
He also has hopes of inducing one man to i;'rigate 14 acres in Pussulur. No doubt
it will take some days to talk the ryots over. Care requires to be taken to prevent
ryots thinking that those who apply in the authorized way, through the canal officers,
will be in any respect in a worse condition than others. 2,000 or 3,000 acres more will
probably be irrigated this month, unless a fresh excuse for delay occur in any
uncertainty in reference fo mode of application.

6. Iwill give a sketch of the prospect from the road on which I drove hither
from Kurnool. At Kurnool I left prices double what they were early in the year, and
grain so scarce that customers mobbed the shops,
for hours, in some cases, before they could get grain or rice. After leaving the
municipal limits the road encircles Kurnool, having their crops on the Kurnool side.
From the 3rd mile to under Juggernat hill ( 6th) all is bare, except the Kaderbagh
valley on the left distance. Irrigation under Tandripad tank is just failing. 6th'to
9th mile the arable land has a few crops on it.  9th mile to 21st bare, except a
r mra.t under the cliffs at the 13th mile, and a few fields under. picottas at the 15th.
1";1. crive from thence to thfa 21st mile without being able to see a blade
grass or weed to the horizon. 21st mile to 24th a few low crops.
45th, though there is a green tinge of verdure on the fields whe
distance. Thence to this bungalowg is about h
bctween Kurnool and Nundial would make about half g do_zen fields ; and the whols
green crop including that dried up and that still very young might amount to an

ordinary village. In the Koverdaur valley I believe mogt of the land is sown ;
and it is doubtless worth a struggle to save that,

7. The remark in paragraph 4 of the Doard’s Proceedings,
to me, and only in a document which the cmergency of the circumstances hag brought
into my hands, needs no remark from me except that the Government may rest fully
assured that, so far as I know, such opinion as it expresses must be based on 3
mistaken knowledgo of the part actually taken by the Company's officers and thep.
own. It was tho Revenue officers who used to delay the ryots’ applications two
or threo montha before giving motice to the Company that they had spplied, Tt v

of crop or

Thence nons to the
n viewed at a litte
alf sown, All the flourishing crop,

since it is not made

or wandered from one to the other ‘
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- -the Revenue officers who, if freely trusted to use and give account of water, ; "/

supplied so frequently deficient aud utterly confused and untrustworthy accounts
(or sometimes, as at Chennur or Bilenlgudaur, none) as to necessitate an expensive
machinery to prevent oppression of the ryots and fraud on the Government, You
have printed with G.0., No. 1,661, of 26th June 1873, an account of a settlement in
which, in spite of the Rules, the Company’s officer accepted every and any remission
which the Revenue officer desired, with only one condition, that the reason for
it should be stated in writing and apply to all similar cases without favor, Ttis g
different matter when the question was one, not of leniency, but of fact > then the
canal officers could not yield as they could on matters of opinion, )

8. I wish however to ask your attention to'the irrigation under tanks. The
Company, it seems to me made a Liberal; as it wag a double, concession. For crops
grown under tanks partly by tank water and partly by canal water the Jull water
rate is for Government 4 Rupees and for the Company 6 Rupees.
however prc;p'oscd or accepted the present rules by which in such ease
only Rupees 11 a month for irrigating fields under tanks when the ta
only Rupee 1 per 1,440 cubic yards (enough amply to irrigate a qua
from seed time to harvest) of water supplied to refill a tank. I find that the conditiong
on which the Revenue officers have offered canal irrigation to the ryots under
Nandial and Kanalla tanky are alternative, viz., # kave ¢ tunks filled by the canal,
in which case the Revenue officors would collect from. them (besides dry assessment)
full Government water-rate and full canal-rate, making a.tota] water-rate of Rupees 10 ;
or that the ryots might take direct irrigation Jrom the canal on their own application,
in which case, if the tank filled from rain, however partially, they would haye to pay
the full Government rate also. :

In this case then the Revenue officers told the ryots that they should, undey
certain conditions, 4.c., if the ryots accepted the former alternative, collect from them
on account of canal water supplied them a greater sum (viz., Rupees 6 an acre) thap
Government would pay the Company for it (viz., Rupee 1 per 1,440 cubie yards), ang
this seems to me opposed to the terms of the contract between the Secretary of State
and the Company, as it did prevent the ryots having their tanks filled from the canal,
The mode of collection of the canal water-rate from the Tyots deserves, I think, jn
general, consideration and improvement both in form and punctuality,

e = > g
Rl DAV G prra-a

The Company
8 they receive
uk is dry, and
rter of an acre

SusaiTTED to Government,
(Signed) JOHN MULLINS, Lieut.-Col., RE,

Chief Enginecr Jor Irrigatiog,
—_————

No. 4’4{ f . ORDER THEREON, 28th Qctober 1876, No. 2,888,

CoxtxruNteaTep to the Revenue Depg
- . rt.
IB{{IGATION; No. 5’0- , ment for consideration with referenc-e.ttl: the

Order in that Department, No, 1,329,

dated 2
23rd September 187, - //
(True Extract,) -
. Major-GeneraI, R.E,, /

, Secretary ¢ Government,
To the Chief Engineer for Irrigation,
«»  Chief Engineer and Manager, Madras Trrigation ang Canal Company,
»»  Revenue Department.
Layment of Il’a{er-r'ata by ryols Jor dry
erop, Muadras Irrigafion and Cangl Com-
pany.—Passing orders on endorsement of ) S
Chief Engineer for Irrigation submitting
letter from Chief Engincer ang Manager,
Madras Irrigation and Cana] Company, B
anent the —. \ e

Exd. 5.T. Austin, : e
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