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Procecdings of the Bladras Goremmem‘, Public Works Department,
23rd October 1876. No. 2,818.

7

No. 325. " Read the following letter from Major P. LAMBERT, R.E., Exanminer of
Railway and Irrigation Accounts, to Lieut.-Colonel J. MULLINS,, R.E,
Chicf Engineer for Irrigation, dated Madras, 9th October 1876,

No. 1,274 :— '
Wit reference to G.0., No. 89&, dated 5th April 1876,{ I have the hgnor to point
out that a difficulty has occurred in carrying out the proposals ‘therein sanctioned for
the amalgamation of the offices of Government Auditor and Chief* Accountant of the

Madras Irrigation and Canal Company.

i S e P A SN T T

s

evidently intended: that the holder of the joint office of Govel"ﬁmept Auditor and
Company’s Chicf Accountant should bo an ‘Accountant’ of the Public Works Depart.
ment, and should continue to be borne upon the staff of this office. The rules of the
Public Works Department, however, do not admit of the salary of any individ}lal being
audited by the Examiner unless the péyn}gnt of”sugh salary ‘appears in gome of 'the
accounts, which pass through his office, and therefore .gither the pay of Mr. Buchan
(who has taken up the appointment of Government Auditor and Chief Accountant at
Kurnool in accordance with G.0., No. 2,145, dated 16th August 1876) must b9 paid
in the Tublic Works Department, or he cannot be borne upon the strength of the
establishment of this office. I ) .
3. Clause VI of the proposals for the amalgamation of the two offices lays down
that  the Acvountant shall reccive no cmoluments in any shape from the Company,
but that the Company shall pay to Government a sum equal to ﬂl‘? pay which he may
be in reccipt of plus 25 per cent. to cover claims to leave, allowances, p ensions, &e.,
aud minys whatever sum the Government may agree to confributo towards the cost
of the joint cstablishment.” This contribution to be fixed at such a rate as to prevent
the charge to the Company ever exceeding the actual pay of the A‘ccogg?ant. The
. _proposaly in fact, amounts to this, that Government shall lend to the Madras Trrigation
~~and Canal Company the services of a 2nd-grade Accountant borne on the strength  of
f the Accounts Establishment of the Public Works Department to carry on the duties
i of the Company’s Account office, and shall pay all charges due for salary, &c., to such
Accountant, the Company refrnding montbly the actual pay of the Accountant only,
4. There would have been no difficulty about carrying out an arrangement of
this kind had the relaw vns between the Government and the Irrigation Company
remaincd unaltered, but these relations have been very materially changed by the
late order of the Secretary of State that no further advances for working expenses
should be made to the Company after 30th Scptember 1876. It is doubtful now how
long the present establishment of the Irrigation Company can be kept on, as fundg
must be provided for the necessary maintenauce of the canal works, so that any revenye
at all may be realized. Ju dging from tlie past operations of the Company, it is diffieylt
to sce from what source funds are to be forthcoming for the keeping up of the canal,
and it is, therefore, very improbable that funds will be available for reimbufsing to
. Government the pay of the Accountant employed at Kurnool, or for meeting the eost
; of his pay direct from the Company.
f 9. There is at present no sanction for the pay ?f a 2nd-grade Accountant being
! drawn in the ealary bill of this office, and the sanction of the Government of Ingi,
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2. TFrom the wording of clause Iof the proposals above alluded to, it is .
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