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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Depurtment,
17th October 1876. No. 2,775.

No. 244 . Tead the following :—

Report of Mr. J. C. JOIINSTON, Assislant Engincer on Special duty, Cumbum Tank
Works, for the week ended 30tk September 1876.

Tag clearing of jungle done by Mr. Farmer enabled me to set out on Monday the
pew alignments of the Chinna Cumbum channel for nearly a mile. I discovered then
that the clearings made by Mr. Farmer at every 100 yards did not, except perhaps in
a few cases, corrcspond‘with the required cross sections. Accordingly, on my return
home, I wrote to him demi-oflicially asking him to clear the whole of the jungle. In
his reply he said that, if I stated this officially with my reasons, he would carry out
my wishes. On Wednesday this official letter was written, and it was despatched on
Thursday, and I really thought that the whole subject had been disposed of, and that
the work of clearing would soon be completed. I was, however, surprised to hear
again on Saturday that my written instructions for total clearing in two letters and my
personal explanations on one occasion for total clearing and what was meant by the
« too " of a bank were not sufficiently definite, and that my omission to mark out the
sites of cross scctions before he commenced clearing at every 100 yards onthe 22nd had
led “ to a great deal of unnecessary delay and useless expenditure.”

9. I must here” state that of the first 2 miles of the channel, 4,000 feet from
+he commencement was covered with jungle and the remainder comparatively free.
After I had set out the new alignments on Monday for a mile to show the Overseer
what was wanted, I commenced levelling to establish B. Me. and completed 2 miles.
The Overscer in the meantime had continued the alignments, marking the chainage
end partially running the Jongitudinal section for the 2 miles. He had also settll;d
upon the sites for the cross sections in the 1st mile. This latter proceeding was for
his own benefit. Ilowever as he had done it, and as I wanted to take the sections as
goon as possible, T wrote demi-officially on Friday to Mr. Farmer, stating that the

.. Overseer had been ordered to m

For the first 4,000 feet. the sites of the cross sections am;ﬂ:o Os::
out a width of 15 yards at each of these sites. This was done on Saturday, The
Jetter mentioned in the latter part of paragraph 1 was received by me on Saturday nigh
and in it Mr. Farmer, after accusing me of delay, stated that he considered my demi:
official of the 29th caneclled my former letters on the subject. Mr. Farmer’s letter
and my reply are enclosed for the information of Government, and, as they speak for
themselves, I consider no further remarks on my part necessary, except that the
District Engineer, who is now in Cumbum, concurs with me that the whole of the

jungle should be eleared, if not for levelling, ab least for construction and inspection,
3. The Overseer can do neither sctting out mor levelling beyond the end of
21 miles, and all clearing has been stopped for several days.
I shall therefore leave the Chinna Cumbum channel alone for the present, and get
the Overseer and Surveyor on making a correct survey of the streets of the town wity

levels.

4. The Wuddars have increased their numbers on the Gundlacamma yiyey
cutting to very nearly the preseribed number now. There would not be room for map
more, for the channel is ncither long nor broad. 'The rock is difficult to excavate, ang

3}
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the following instructions received from you seem

y 1 .

j am afraid there is a large .

: r qu . .

! yards of excavation 100° b’q antity than was at first estimated for. Of 8§00 cubi 7. Without theso pogs to guide me,

‘ The Survevo ,R cubie yards-of rock have been quarried up to d eubie conflicting or indefinite :—

o y

3 him that the m}; r. a:nabrahmam has plotted his surveys in Pencl‘)il (;lte. ) X 1st—As regards cleering the outside of the east bank for the first 4,000 feet. This, in

; celdom had £ rung's surveying should be plotted in the afte ooy telling A jtself, requires a clearing varying from 6 to 18 yards, average depth 12 yards, from the top of the
. Ther Ime 1n the afternoon, that he was up very rnoon, he said that he 1 i bank to the toe. Paragraph 4 of your letter, No. 26, would lead to the belief that you want the
i ¢ are no DBrahmins in Cundlapuram, else he p' ulr) C“rl_y flﬂd came in very late. § . whole of this 16,000 square yards cleared. Your demi-official of the 26th instant confirms

«,’ present he is staying in Raveepaud ’ would be living close to me, At ' ‘ this view after you had scen the openings made at every 100 yards and attempted levelling for,

1 The health of the staff has bc.en ood. th : \ you say, with refcrence to lovels having o be taken ab unexpected places, « it is quite necessary,
! from fever one by one. Simple t tg , though my lascars have bLeen suffering therefore, to clear the whole channel, and any thing short of this will be delay to me.”

. * e tr by 1 (As v - ’ iy 3 . . -

| them. T should consider a su )I i oga .nu ';t with pur,?atn es and quinine soon cures ' o ( Your letter, No. 28, would seem to imply the same; and I may remark in passing that as to
b those in my camp, but for th Hﬂ{ simple fever medicines a great Loon not only for | . the supposed causes of delay mentioned therein, I will undertake to see that no delay occurs if
| 3 Cae ' ) e villagers who have applied to me for rolicf, y ' ‘ ou will mark out what youreally want to be cleared. Lastly, in your demi-official of the 29th,
! AT CUNDLAPL’RAM, (Signed) ' . roceived to-day, you say, that your Overseer has determined what sections are to be taken, and
: 3rd October 1876. ° J. C. JOIN STOXN, _ \ ~ that he is to mark out at each section a width of 15 yards. This demi-official would seem to
: Assistant Lngineer . ' cancel your previous official letters and demi-official letter of the 26th. If openings each 180
é F : ) " gquare yards in area are to be made at every 100 feet or every 100 yards, please let mo know
: rom H. R, FAR}[ER’ Esq., Acting Head Asistant Collector, Kurnool ’ : . officially that your former instructions for total clearings are modified, and as soon as I hear from
; Esq., Assistant Engineer, on Special Duty, Cumbum’ 1 ol, to J. C. JOIINSTON, . you that the clearings have been pegged out, chall know the number of coolies required and
; 30th September 1876, No. 379. » dated Camp at Kristnapuram, . . arrange to set them to work at the proper time, when some oné on your behalf should be
4 I was on the b . ’ present to point out where the marks are. Please also let me know whether or not you have
2. 1i e. mﬂf of the Chinna Cumbum channel all yesterday. : ordered any clearing to be pegged out on the west bank, and also on both sidesof the remaining
| d ", you will kindly comply with the rejuest contained in this 1 3,700 yards of channel which requires clearing. If so, please let mo know depth, breadth, and
} / elay in clearing the bank 8 letter, no further avoi ' ' ’ oy )
. A g the banks of the channel need occur. T avoidable i area, or whether I am to clear 3 yards on cach gide of the water along this remaining 3,700
:’ wich » 'What I now ask you to do is to allow one of your subordinates, wh . e . yards according to the estimates. T'do not know exactly where the toes of the banks cease.
N “ » (the O.Vefseer said yesterday he did not Lnow yet,) to place pegs at ’t;" 0 knov.vs what you : ! There is some debateable ground covered with brushwood between the cultivation and the
i - say, lthe limit furtherest from the water, of the space which you :v . tol?b outler Limit, that is ) E bottom of the bank. This is one resson which makes me wish to have pegs on the lower side.

hannel. o . \ : N
© ) cloared along the * 8. I shall include date trees less than 8 feet high with brushwood. Some of these smaller

RIS g

duce toddy and are valuable, but when the foliage is less than 6 feet from the ground,

) 4. Neither from your official nor demi-oficial letters, nor from what trees pro

% told me, can I ascertain precisely what you waat. at you have personally : I am under the impression that lovelling would be impeded.

?;' : Your estimates allow for clearing of 3 yards on each bank for 2§ mi] . ! 9. If in future when estimates are indefinite and calculated to mislead, you would let me
: chlsl.m um channel. These 2§ miles include the first 4,000 fect from the sluio e3 of the Chinna | . know at first clearly what you want ; time, trouble, and money might be saved. For instance,
\3 4,000 feet about 5 yards, in the aggregate along both sides, and twelz. At Izresent along . . if you had said you wanted opened at every 100 fect spaces’ averaging 180 square yards (15
i average area of 120 square yards; (at every 100 yards) making -altogeth © openings with an ° yards along the channel and shout 12 down the bank) estending from the channel to the level-

. yu%s f’f clearing have becn made. About 2,000 or 3,000 Squareoyxud;of t‘;:'iswe!‘ 8,000 square | , ground for 4,000 feet from the bank on the east bank of the Chinna Cumbum channel, and
i on Friday and Saturday last. area were cleared ' ; that your Overscer had pegged out the spaces to be cleared and would point out the pegs,

} 6. Tn yourletter, No. 26, of the 19th instant, you say that this width of 6 ’ ‘, . I would have had the work donein & day. It has already taken ten or twelve days to write about
'SX average width, and that you require all brushwood and every tree (not valuobl y “l'fls was only an t it. If you will give equally clear instructions about the first 4,000 feet on the east bank and

toe of the bank to be removed. When I met you on the morning of Frid:. 311)’1?)3 within tho ; ) also about tho rest of the channel aad the epposit bonk, I think you i ® find 3t very good

S . not sure where cross sections would have to be taken ; but seemed to aOQuiez’ce i; 21:1(1 you were ‘ plan. I have remained near the cbannel for some time hoping fo reccive definite insfructions aa

i ¥ proposal to to your wishes.

clear spaces averaging 15 yardsin b
) yards in breadth at every 100 yards for cross secti
. . . 1 .
line for longitudinal levels. Your Maistry made the measurements, and n::s;[%;s vvellf as o olear !
earn from your

———

) \\ g&f&tﬁiﬁﬁﬁ&iﬁ?ﬁ Scptember, that the clearings made according to these measurementa ‘ | \
\..\‘ ghead " of yours. i 'Ihnug}: rz:x‘::tz?;i:;ﬁﬁl;s;::doizu:;ﬁdfi‘:: gllgfs“t;learing was 1.0 .ya.rds ; From J. C. JOHNSTON, Esq., Assistant Engineer, on Special duty, Cumbum, to H. Rt
N mark out the cross #ections beforehand was the cause of a good deal of uscloss z:iei’: m;, omission to ) FABMERLEsq., Acting Head Assistant Collector of Kurnool, dated Cundlapoor, 2nd
oo t_he 22nd when Jou saw the coolies set to work. As it was, there was no 0111: Dt bf':mg done . ‘ October 1876, No. 31. |
y :gtlgsf;}tu:: dt:; :;‘;g: ;}1;’:1; St l(1);010011; and as ;hfs Mais:cry stoPPefl them after the ep doc;’sfht(;,: ;1; - , ‘ I 1ave the honor fo acknowledge receipt of your letter, No. 879, dated 30th ultimo.
" the dag.  Ang further 1,053 szgee:fali; ' ::vglltttsi xgetlh;ng the).v Liked for the latter part ; . 9. T have already described to you fully in my letter, No. 26, dated 19th ultimo, what jungle
t each area to be cleared. ¥ putting down pegs, markin g’ ' f I wanted cleared. On the 22nd ultimo I again explained to you personally, and as fully as T
» :{g could, what widih of jungle I wanted cleared, and also pointed out what was meant by the  toe
4 ) of the bank. On the 96th, in writing to you demi-officially, I said I wanted the whole of the
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works D

epartment,
17th October 1876. No. 2,775.

Jungle cleared. In your reply you stated that, if you recoived this officially, you would carry out

my wishes. An official letter was accordingly
3 No. 28, of 27th September 1876,

. written on the 27th and despatched on the 2Sth,
and I fondly hoped that the work would be carried out without any more unnceessary and
unpleasant correspondence. Accordingly T was rather surprised to find that you considered
another letter (N.

0. 379, dated 30th ultimo) necossary, and that you still had no idea of what I
wanted done on the channel, nor wzmt the “t06” of the bank was. »

et AT

o
i
o e mor e TR

N 3. In paragraph 6 you say that my omission to mark out the cross sections beforehand
:;‘ was the cause of g good deal of useless clearing being done on the 22nd. I deny this most
i Positively, for I had no idea You intended clearing only at every 100 yarda before that date, and
i aseert that the only delay has been on your part. I have tried my best to explain to you what I
i wanted ; but, though

————

you asked for those explanations and wishes, you have treated them with
contempt and insist upon having your own theories carried out as being far more correct than
the practical experience of a professional man. You wish to makea saving on a estimated

amount of Rupees 630, and for the last nine days you have done very little of tho work allowed
for for that sum, and we have been hindored from taking our cross sections, so that this saving *
you wish to effect is g myth, for it has already vanis

hed in our salaries,
4. Ibeg to explain again what clearing of
supposed sect]

jungle is really necessary. The following is &

on of the channel with banks, ¢ are the outer “ toes™ ;mm

- Stanrm

Ea

and af? jungle within these outer toes must be cleared. In case of a channel with no banks as
below 24 yards on each side will be necessary. With reference to your letter, No. 367, dated

- e
> A gt e b T
.- N T o | K .
L 4

. 32t Yards Vilurds

.

23rd September 1876, to the District Engineer, Kurnool, I beg to enclose you a copy of note

No. 160 W. from the Chiet Engineer for Irri-
Dated 2204 A 76.

o e Angust 1876 gation embodied in G.0., No. 2,209, dated
30th August 1876

] 8 left to my discretion as to the distances apart
€r0ss sections may u will clear.the jungle a3 above deseribod.

5. Tbeg you will clearly understand that
“ments of the ch

\ 10 cross sectione can bo fixed till the new align-
annel are set out, and it is for the purpose of havin 1 1 t out these
. " B a clear view to sc )
wlignments and for }evellm 8 Purposes, that the junglo has to be cleared. After the new align-
ments and the longitudinal sectjon have been completed, the cross sections are usually fixed upon
and taken af onee, and to be taken at once the jungle must first be cleared. But you want mo to
reverse the order. You wish me to sct

out the new alignments and fix upon the sites for cross
while the very clearing is to assist me,

6. The work done by you in the first 4,000 feet
new alignments. The Overseer fearf

» in which you will see that it i
be taken. I beg therefore yo

done it myself ; but, as the Overseor had done it, I ordered him that
I might save time, and thus money,

to et out e width of 15 yards at cach of these sites, and

*

»

(R I grarel
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; Public Works Department,
‘nas of the Madras Government, 7
Proccedings of 17th October 1876. © No. 2,775.

amm——

im i and that it was my
wr‘ i-offici timo stating what I had done, m
demi-official of the 29th ul : ! - bl
f)tf) tot }f;ut};mjbanks below the 4,000 feet being low, total qleanng was necessary, i.e., with
opunon

the outehr toest of ,t’hzieab;zkni I may again menfion., is that point where the slope of that bank
(The ** toe ’

strikes the original surface of the ground).

ject ; my views .
1 my former letters on the subject ;
i-official of the 29th does not cance : iems
ot den: ch;l;: was written simply to save time, as the Overseer had ;:ttl:: ugt())]t:h fow
h: "; e Changt?o;s These sites were marked out with heaps of stones yesterday the , .
of the cross sec . oo ok |
inted out to you had you been on . e
W°ul‘; hal‘[’: };:il s:gf iindly send the Imperial Maistry Condiah to me,, I shall give him
necesgwylizsmcsif I;:i.ll oblige me by not subjecting me to any more con’crovt'er';-)ia\lli corr;ehsgfxid;::
’ e . -
either about tiz rates of thi: department or concerning myl_1 estimates, and to believe
the interests of Government at heart quite as much as you have.

No. 245 OrpER THEREON, 17th October 1876, No. 2,775.

Recorpep. Apparently delay and
correspondence would have been avoided
had the Special Assistant Engineer arranged
for the clearing of the jungle under his own orders. The District Enfg,meer :hould take

o ' - o - 3
step for providing Mr. Johnston with simple medicines for his establishmen

(True Extract.)

IRRIGATION, No. 30-A.

Major-General, R.E.,
‘Secretary to Government.

To the District Engineer, Kurnool.
Special Officer, Cumbum.

Spare Copies
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Yif you rerived this eSclally, you woull arty cut
ny wisles, An ofical letter was meRS"
‘-f:t'.rn oathe 27tk and dmyzhl.ed on the oneh,
‘Bee. Acconding) I ‘mml*l ou! Vr;!.h»)ul any more ugm_“wr‘y a8
T 1 was rthep surprisd to £ad that you Nw(lﬁt\l
2ary, and that you atill Lad no idea of what 1

M-—*-""

(’hnnn oo
vis thy o, TERIE cd;::ra:!i: .ti‘o et ol talackwas, - o

Poﬂiﬁvel;:;-zse of a gool deal ny u::vl my xom_“"“'“ ‘.0 mark out tha eross sections beforehand

assert g oor 2000 idea gy g, 10 08 being due en the 22nd. T deny this B8

t the only dolag hay 1o dul clearing only at every Jog yarls before that date, and

c.nuon iymu' pPart. I have trin] my best to explain to you what ]

upon havips r ; ;rm ex[-!:um?.ium and wishies, you have treatel them with

Perienco of a p bf:; . r own !h-:on-'n carrie] out ag Leing far more c:;rrtd than

sonal man, Yoy wizh to malea M;ving on A ost;mated

‘J.Ln*ra dune very little of the work allowed

» fur it has already vnnh?iixaii (:;:i ::;:;:‘ Lo 2 st (s o8

clonring of

banks, ¢¢ “)ung!o 14 really nocesmary.  The following 88

] u&ﬁ Outop ¢ mn ‘—

Rrrrve?

rd Sept 7
“ptember 1876, to the District Engineer, Kurnool, I beg to

. enclose you a copy of note
I\O.. 160 W. from tho Chief Engincer for Im-
isg;t;:mt embodied in G.0,, No. 2,209, dated
ell to my d; i : :
Ibep . y discretion as to the dist art
5. 1 beg you will clem]y u)‘:; tl:orerore you will clear.the jungle as above des:r?::;' °r
ments of the channel ] bderstand that no erogs soctio .

. - ne : .
alignments ang for letzlizf, out, and it is for the purpose of haﬁ:;n::;eﬁmd-mx the x:o" t.:lbi:o
ments and tho longitudina] soctign 1o fhat the junglo Las o be eloare " After the new aliga-
and taken at once, g ‘lion have hbeen eom leted -+ oatterth °

d pleted, the ero :
reverse the order.’ ;O:Ovﬁehtuken at once the j ungle must first 1: 3?;:;: aro usally ﬁm:l “Pot: {
sections to Lelp you in ® me.to set out the now alignments - Dut yox'x want me
your clearing, while the very eloaring 1 t‘)lmd fix upon the sites for cross
18 {0 assist me,

Dated 2204 August 1876,

30th August 1876, iy

61088 sections may be which you will sco that it

taken.
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
17th October 1876. No. 2,775.

———

wrote to you my demi-official of the 20th ultimo stating what I had done, and that it was my
opinion that the banks below the 4,000 feet being low, total clearing was necessary, t.e., within

the outer toes of these banks. .
(The ** toe” of & bank, I may sgain mention, is that point where the slope of that bank

strikes the original surface of the ground).
' 7. My demi-official of the 29th does not cancel my former letters on the subject ; my views .

have not changed, and it was written simply to save time, as the Overseer had settled upon a few
of the cross sections. These sites were marked out with heaps of stones yesterday the 30th, and |,
would have been pointed out to you had you been on the bank. )

8. If you will kindly send the Imperial Maistry Condiah to me, I shall give him the
necessary instructions. - '

9. I beg you will oblige me by not subjecting me to any more controversial correspondence
either about the rates of this department or concerning my estimates, and to believe that I have
the interests of Government at heart quite as much as you have.

No. 245, OrpER THEREON, 17th October 1876, No. 2,775.

RecorpED, Apparently delay and
correspondence would have been avoided
had the Special Assistant Engineer arranged
for the clearing of the jungle under his own orders. The District Engineer should take
step for providing Mr. Johnston with simple medicines for his establishment.

(True Extract.)

IRRIGATION, No. 30-A.

Major-General, R.E.,
‘Secretary to Government.

To the District Engineer, Kurnool.

Special Officer, Cumbum.
Exd. A. Grabert.
Spare Copies
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