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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Depur tment,
4th October 1876. No. 2,671.
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‘No. 59. Read the following endorsement of the Chicf Engincer for Irrigation,
dated Ootacamund, 20th September 1876, No. 200 W. :—

From J. H. LATIAM, Esq., Chicf Engincer and Manager of the Madras Irrigation
and Canal Company, to Licutcnant-Colonel J. MULLINS, R. E., Chief
E Engineer for Irrigation, dated Kurnool, 20th August 1870 No. 83.
;1 HAVE the honor to ask the sanction of the Madras Gov crnment to a method of
closing the present Revenue Runnmo Account, and charging in future for water used
for m‘lrratlon There are also some inconvenicnees attendmo' the present time of
settlement which have been brrurrht to my notice (W1th a view to rcmedy) by the
Acting Collector of Kurnool on whmh you have had some correqpondcnce with Inm
(*iz., his letter to you, No. 79, of 29nd June last, and )our reply, No. 48, of 14th
ultmlo) I hope that these inconv eniences will be incidentally remedied by the present
arrangement.
9. The Company’s half—yearly Revenue Accounts* will be made up to the end of

June and Dccember, until the Secretary

' ¢ viz., Contract of 3rd June 1863 Bection 22. of State order other“ 1sC.

) The settlement or annual audit, in the presence of such ryots as choose to appcar
_ of the churges payable by cach ryot to Government on account of canal water used
. for irrigation under certain conditions, has hitherto been held, after due notice gwen
in every ullao-o, as soon as possible after the middle of May. The Marquis of Salis-
bury’s opinion has been given in favor of monthly clearing of accounts botween the
Madras Government and the Company, following the practice of ]]no'hsh Railways;
and the Collector of Kurnool thinks that if the settlement of the sums due by each
ryot to Government be held early in the year and brourvht to embrace all charweq
incurred by ryots within each calendar year, that time would suif the making up of
the Governmental annual accounts much better than the present, and it would also suit
the Company far better; for the present settlement requires the time and attendance
of Enginecrs during the bricf season of closing the canal for repairs, when their
whole attention is demanded by the caual.

5. At first sight it is rather appalling to sce how the rules for levying water-

rate scem to be in a form hopelessly incongruous with monthly accounts. Not a
. smf*le charge is monthly, in the scnse of being fixed within a calendar month nor 1s
tlmrc gny time in the ycar which is not overrun by irrigated crops, still ontltled to
- take water until the end of their six months’ supply shall have arrived. It thorefore
_becomes desirable to detach the two ideas. To speak technically, the ryots are

" customers, ¢ billed ” once a year at the time or times most suitablo to their being able to
pay; W ‘hile mean time the Government clears its account with the Company at the time
or times most suitable to harmonize with the general submission of the aocounts of the

! ﬁnancml half-ycars.

) 4. The details need of course to be arranged without comphcat1n~ the accounts
! a3 regards their main object. I may assume that it is of primary importance to bring
the working expenses of the Company, and the moncy carned by the Company during

1e same time, into the same half-yearly account.  Otherwise, so long as the earnings
and expenses nearly equal one another, there might bo a loss in one hali- -year and an

", excess in the next, or in a scason of unusual success there might be an unusual burden

’
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Proceedings of t;;; Madras éovernment, Public Works Department,
4th October 1876. No. 2,671.
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Proseedings of 4th October 1876. No. 2,671.
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(Signed)  JOHN MULLINS, Lt.Col, R.E,,
ign

Chief Engineer for Irrigation.
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57, dated 3rd October 1876,
IRRIGATION, No. 6. No. 2,657, date

1 i ’ f the .
‘ Xamin Wﬂl report Oon the pOint nOtlced mn pa.ragraph 2 0

y 1 er
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foregoing endorsement. (True Extract.)

‘

Colonel,
0fg. Under Secy. to Govt., P.1V.D.

y * llllts.
N 1 n (’Oml)any 8 A.COO
w'nel‘ of |rr|ga.t10
N 'I 0 tlle ]‘X

igation. ‘ s oati any.
Chief Engineer fot'i I;'Ir;;zt:: of the Madras Irrigation and Caral Company
i -]
Chief Engineer an

»

Exd. E. C. Shuzker.
Dy.(s B V1 .
Sy“" Copies
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RecorpED, with reference to G.O.,
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