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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
23rd September 1876  No 2,553.
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No '404.  Read the following letter fr1om F N TOOROWGOOD, Esq, Supenn-
tendent, Madras Harbour Worky to Major-General G W WALKER, RE,
Secretary to Government, Pub(}ic Works Department, dated Madras, 12th
September 1876, No 70-W — i

I HavE the honor to bring before yoy the following statement —

Captain Taylor, Master Attendant of 'this Port, was duectgd m G O, No 1,254,
Public Works Department, dated May 19th, 1876, to give the then Officiating
Supermtcendent of these works the beneﬁl of his advice and assistance 1n settling the
details of the transfer of charge and 1n ar. wging for the future manning and workmng

of the Steam Hopper Barges that had 1. ely arnved from England for use 1n the
construction of the Harbour, 1

2 Captain Taylor accordingly was gd‘ d enough to arrange and settle the accounts
which were of somewhat a complicated n. bare with Messrs Lindsay and McDhail who
corwmanded the vessels on their voyages oft, and directed that the balances of the sums
due on the agrecments, as well as the sun} for the purchase of the remainder of their
stores put down m English money at coft price should be paid at the official rate of
exchange, viz, 1s 924 to the rupee, and 1pt at the current rate which was then 1s 84

8 Mr Beardmore, therefore, actedjon that advice though being of a reverse
opinion with regard to the rate of exchanle.

4 Captamn McPhail not hking to utrur this loss requested that part only of his
dues should be paid him kere, viz, £36-5-) at 1s 924, equal to Rupees 400, and for
his surplus stores £98-5-3 at 1s 93d, equal{to Rupees 1,084-4-5, leaving a further sum

due on lus agreement of £153-6-4 which Iz asked should be paid him on s applying
to the India Office 1n London f{ r

1

5. Mr Beardmore seelng no objecr.*ion to that course, and being advised by
Captamn Taylor that 1t was allowable, agired to 1t, and noted on the statement of
accounts that the sum of £153-6-4 was stif} due to hum ;

6 DBy the Mail that left London on }1th August Mr Parkes writes, Captain
MecPhail called yesterday, and 1s 1n the wat to get hus balance paid, though there 1s as
yet no official advice from Madras about 3 " Mr Parkes adds, with regard to the
Payments that had already been made to h:él at 1s 934 to the rupoe, he thinks ¢ he
has scarcely had justice done him s sreement was made entirely 1n terms of
pounds sterhing, and he had a clear night tdthe full amount

7 AMr Bearéimore considered s s1gluature on the accounts (copy of which 1s
enclosed), certifying that £153-6-4 was still due, would be sufficient to obtan Captan
MecPhail his money, and thought 1t unnecesin'y toaddress Government on the subject ,
and 1t 18 explamed above how each Capt‘ n came to be paid at a higher rate of
exchange than would pay them pounds sterjing at the then current rate

8  Thave, therefore, the honor to request that the Home Government be addressed
10 order that they may pay the above sum/ due to Captain McPhail, and that also
1nformation be afforded whether these men are not entitled to the loss they experienced
m being pard 1 Rupees at 1s 93d, wlich i Captain McPhail's case amounted to
£9-16-5%, and m Captan Lindsay’s, who wis paid a balance of £183-15-3 at 15 934,
equal to Rs 2,027-11-11 on his agreement, and £27-8-0at 1s 924, equal to Rs 302-5-§
for hus surplus stores, amounted to £18-19-11L.
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