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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
21st September 1876 No 2,529.
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; No 353 *  Read the following letter from Colonel IT DRUMMOND, R.E, Deputy
‘ Secretary to the Government of India, Public Works Department, (Railway, )
i to Major-Geeneral G W. WALKER, R E y Secretary to the Government of
Madras, Pubhe Works Department, (Railway,) dated Simla, 11th September
- 1876, No 2,358-R *—
I ax directed to forward copy of a letter, No 459, dated the 20th June 1876,
from the Venerable the Archdeacon of Calcutta, contaiming suggestions relating to
§ the condition of the Railway Schools i the Dengal Prestdency, and to say that the
S Governor-General an Council will be glad to have the opinion of His Excellency the
{ Governor of Madras in Council, as to the stath of any schools that may be existing 1n
:; Madras aided by the Railway Companies 1n t‘hat Presidency, and as to the best means

of improving them [

From the Vererable J BALY, Archdeacon of [Calcutta, to the Officiating Secretary to the
Government of India, ITome Department, dated Simla, 26th June 1876, No 455.

:

(

%

! I~ reply to your letter, No 670, of 22nd June 1876, forwarding papers and reports relating
{ to the condition of Railway Schools, I have the honor to state that having carefully read the
{ documents sent, I regret to find that the remarks which I have made in my memorandum to
{ s Honor the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal on that subject have been interpreted by some
« of the Railway Authorities 1n a manner not mntend<d by me

% The opimion expressed 1 that, paper of the general character of Railway Schools, based on
g aclose exammation of several of them,® was
v _ * Ganabad, Toondla, Lahore, Phillour (now closed), Jub. c(rtaln]y unfaverable, and both there and
¢ bulpore Law d Suha have all b £
f exmmned ﬁy ;p:r:oﬂle fonce T e Al boen carchully elewhere I have stated the pomnts i which I
! ecnsider them to to be principally deficient
IS 3
{ T —

f (1) they are all dame-schools, with the exzeption of Jamalpore and Howrah,
i (2) therefore unswted for boys over ten or twelve years of age.

E {3) the mustresses are not trained teachers ,

| (4) and consequently the diserpline and 1struction are not satisfactory

For these reasons I have said that they are far inferior to average national schools 1n
England, and mnot to be taken 1mto account as final schools for European boys 1n India, bemng
unable to educate them toa level with the

t Letter No 268 of 2nd March 1876, occupations switable and open to them—an

opmion 1 which the Consulting Engincert to
the Government of India for Guaranteed Railways coincides

Since I expressed that opinion I have again examined the schools at Lahore, Gaziabad and
Toondla (and for the first tume the school at Saharenpur which has only been recently opened),
and I am glad to say that these schools have much 1mproved since my examination 1n 1873.74,
bcth i therr diseipline and the quality of
Instruction given In the only educational
report} on Railway Schools appended to your
letter this improvement 1s noted 1n the T.ahors School, together with the remark that the *Jast
Government 1mspection was not satisfactory,” and 1t 1s probable that the opmmon of the Consult-

ing Engneer to the Government of India referred to above would have more completely concur-
red with mue 1f he had visited the school gome time ago

The other Railway Schools I have been hitherto unable to examune I do not, however,
+gubt but that a sumilar improvement hag occurred 1n them also, due to the more careful super-
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1 By Mr Harvey, 9th May 1876
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vison of them, and the greater interest ta!:;: in {hem, W%%)@ﬁ?@ daxing the
last two or three years - Still, even i ther improved m.rhtf@:*i regret {hat Temsnot coneur
with the opmon expressed by W. H. Rusell Esq., Bacrslary; hﬂ@ﬁﬁﬁ:@mmwy,
in hus letter, No. 364, of 28th March 1876, that, “ potwithetanding the fact of thess schoola being
necessarily of a low standard, since we cannof afford fo give thegxﬁmé%’rmiﬁﬁ the pupils are
now recaiving, almost without exoeption, a better adueation”than their parentd had”  Hawing
an mtimste scquaintance, extending over twelve years,at jntervals from 1846 ta” 1872, with
Enghsh national schools (both in towss, largs and small, and in villages},” jn which I suppose
that most of therr parents wers educatad, snl with the charastar of the sdwation {mparted in
them , and knowing, too, the present conchtuéx of the Indian M;ﬁf M;I must reloe.
tantly adhere to my opinion that the latter are still far inferior, and - do net, ws the former do,
give an education fully qualifying the boys tho I{»Ete!}d them “for the_occenpations suitable to
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I say this in order that the practical valye of these ne‘ﬁ!:d;t;z& their proper pll:\;a in avy

system of education for Europeans 1n India juay be cloarly mnderstood s buf 17 had no inten-

tion to mmpute as faults to the Railway Autherties defocts in their schocls which i groat part
are the necessary consequences of our pomtion in India. 7 - -V % o

-

CTE s

Mr Roberts n his letter, No 201, of 25rd March 1876, whqwhdgﬁ; tbeirzxistence[md
the dufficulty of remedying them. IDLs remack upon the frequent changes in the scholars 1s
most true parents may have to reaide for two or three years in a station wherg there is no school,
and the children for the same time remamn untaught, or x;oemng ouly & very procarious and
desultory education at home. From this eause it is pot uncommon o ses chuliren of ten or
twelve standing lower in & class than those of seven or eight years of age, and ss the proportion
of such children m almost every school is eonsdershle, the standard of the whole school is

lowered.

o T r

ey

T also fully agree Ynth his remark, that, however dwimb!é it may be ;o bave trained and
certificated teachers, 1t is 1mpossible, on the scsre of ezpense, to bnng them out from Ln gland ;

and as none’can be found 1 India, we must be content with such untraned teachers as may be

had. T do not doubt that for untrained teachers and considering the salaries given in Railway

::_11110015 the mistresses are as good as can be obtamed, and of those at Guiaba«l, Lahore, Toondlas,
aranpur and Assensole I am able to say ths of my own knowledge, - I also prefer mustresses

to the ma;:cﬁrs that coxﬂdbbe found 1n India, who would almost invarmabl y be Eurasians, as there

are gene

advjleeed agz more gurls than boys m a I?axlway School, and the girls remain to & more

. itﬂl t(llle hfact remains that these schools being under mistresses m;ather gurls’ than boys’
ools, and their mistresses bemng untramed, the diserphine and instruction sre inferior  Teach-
mg1s an art which must itself be ta

ught, ard the traned teacher has the art of i th

:x;ovlviedgetopossessed, the techmeal skill 1n m&nagmg & school and keep:)g th(:,f lﬁ‘:ltl‘nlgasse:
acqlt’mz; L iift}:lreal;;gdtthe powers of mawntaming order and discipline, which are very {rarely
N y eachers, and the want of which impairs so ously the eff £
schools taught by them. senously the effiency o

On these grounds I consmder that all
and Jamalpore, can only be regarded for
of ten or twelve should be transferred to
that at Naim Tal

Mr Roberts 1 the letter alre
Ralway Schools can grve m hia

-

tl}le Railway Schools I know, except those at Howrah

;517:) st least as preparatory, and that these at the age
a ‘ ol of a higher clas§—-if possible to such a school 83
ady quoted implies the need of a higher education than the

education to the dhldeon of 4t éemark fhat these “are intended only to impart elementary
¢ Lompany’s employés, who would otherwise grow up entirely

uneducated, and ¢ was never o
ntemplated tha
e coy e ity ”t they should serve but qq the means of snsiructing

”
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Proceedings of the Madrad Government, Public Works Department,
21st September 1876 No 2,529.

It 18 evident that something more than the * very rudiments of knowledge ” 18 necessary to

enable the Europe:m boy to get his hving 1n India, and 1n order to make the Railway Schools as
efficient as possible under present conditions, and to asuist the boys in obtaiming a igher educa-
tion, I beg to suggest the following measures to the consideration both of Government and of the
Ralway Companies —

I —That the schools should be regularly and carefully inspected by an Enghsh Inspector,
and that Ius report of the school should be duly forwarded both to the Govern-
ment and to the Railway Company

The fact that only ome report of a Government Inspector has been appended appears to

mndicate that less importance has been attached to Government mspection than is due.

IL.—That the Government grant-in-aid should be allotted on a system simlar to that
adopted m Enghsh primary schools, instead of bemng given as a lump
sum, iz —

(a)—That for every child in average monthly attendance a fixed sum of 1 Rupee should
be allowed

(6)—That children above six years of age should be examined by certamn standards
according to their age up to twelve to be fixed by the Directors of Pubhe Instruc-
tion m (1) Enghsh (ncluding reading, writing, grammar and dictation), (2)
arthmetic, and (3) general subjects (geography and hstory, &c), and that an
additional grant of at least 12 Annus should be allotted for every pupil passing
the standard of his or her age 1n each of these three subjects P )

By this scheme the mmmum grant for a pupil would be Rupee 1, the maximum,
Rupees 3-4-0 I do not think that at present the grant thus allotted would be 1n excess of the
lump sum now given If 1t should become so the Government would be assured of a corre-

sponding 1mprovement 1n the efficiency of the school ,
IIT —That the salary of the teachers should be thus made up—

(a )—Of a fixed sum guaranteed by the School Commuttee,
(6 )—Of half the Government grant-in-aid , and
(¢ )—A capitation fee on every child in average monthly attendance

IV —That 1n every school of not less than twenty pupils the mistress should be aided by a
pupil-teacher for the younger children to teach them to read, spell, count and
repeat the multiphication tables, and keep them quet and employed while the
mustress 18 teaching the elder children  The want of this assistance 1s a principal
cause of slow progress and poor diseipline 1n Railway Schools

'V —That as a prize for boys not less than ten nor more than twelve years of age a scholar-
ship to be held at some higher approved school of Rupees 10 per mensem (Rupees 5
to be contrbuted by the Provincial Government, Rupees 5 by the Railway
Company) should be awarded annually in every school containing not less
than ten boys to the boy passing the best examination at the Government 1nspec-
tion, and whose parents are in circumstances rendering such help necessary.

VI —That the schools should be better supplied with school materials, as maps, class-
books, copy-books, &c, than I have generally found them to be

These measures would entail small additional outlay on the part of the Railway Companies
but they would, I venture to think, raise the standard of their schools very considerably, and
tend to improve the teachers as well as the taught

What, however, 1s really wanted for all Indian Schools for Europeans 1s & supply of trained
teachers of both sexes, which cannot be had without the establishment in the country of a
normal school or traimng college This was one of the objects proposed by the late Bishop of
Calcutta 1n starting the Anglo-Indian Educational Fund, and 1t 18 much to be regretted that the
further progress of the fund has for the present been stayed by lus death.
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