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Proceedings of the Mudras Governwent, Public Works Department,
19th September 1816. No 2,513

Read the following Proceedings of the Madras Government in the
Revenue Department, dated 14th 3eptember 1676, No 1,268 — °,
Troceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 23rd August 1876, No. 2,167 \
‘ Read the following papers —
G O, Public Works Department, dated 10th September 1875, No 2,605 .
Board’s Miscellaneous Proceedings, dated 3rd November 1875, No 9,902 *
From J. IL. MASTER, Esq, Collector of Hellary,to C A GALTON, Esq, Acting
Secretary to the Doard of Revenue, dated 21st March 1576, No 81.-
I wave the honor to acknowledge P oceedings of the Board, Miscellaneous
No 9,902, dated the 3rd November 1879, yking for an explanation of the causes of
the falling off m the salt traffic between Madris and the North-West Line of the Madras
Ralway 1n 1874-75 | ' . o
2. The Sub-Collector, through whose division the line exclusively runs, reports
that the quantity of salt imported m somp parts of 1873 was neaily double that
imported 1n 1872, that owng to this a larp;e surplus was left for sale in 1874, and
that the usual quantify was not imported that year - -
3. Agam, he states that the wastage an salt imported from Madras and the
general preference of Nellore salt induced nerchants to get the article by road from
Nellore, and that the decrease i earth salt n{lanuiactured m 1873, combined with the
agh price of gramn that year, made people gie up the practice of exchanging the two
1n equal quantities, whereas m 1574 earth salt was again largely manufactured and the
demand for sea salt fell. !
4. There 18 no doubt but that the breai: on the lime, which caused a total cessa-

tion of traffic 1n sea salt for three months, had a great deal to do with the falling off of
the traffic for the year, and this cause alone 13 quite sufficient to assign for 1t

5. Itis true that earth salt wWas cheaper than in the previous year, notwithstand-,
ing the lugher rate of excise mmposed upon it “The price of this salt, 1t must be

remembered, varies with the price of gra.n for which it 18 generally bartered, very little”
earth salt being sold for cash -

£

Troceadings of the Mad{as; Government (Revenue Department), dated 19'&1 February
. 1876, Nol 469
Board's Proceedings, dated 2ith March 1876, No 843

Miscellaneous G O, dated 4th Apnl 1876, No 798
Board's Proceedings, dated 3ri May 1876, No 1,156,

From C E PLUNKLTT, Esq, Deputy Colector 1n charge of the Salt Department,
* tF.R H SHARP, Esq, Acting Collector of Nellore, dated 18th Apnl

- 187¢, Mo O 77 I L S
Ix reply to your dochet, No 951, dated JOth mnstant, requring me to furmsh the
information called for m paragraph 3 of Loard’s Proceedings, dated 27th ultimo,
No. 843, I have the honor to state that more salt 1s beng conveyed 1n the current fash

year from this dastrict mnto Cuddapah as shown below —

Sales in Fash 1284 to the end of March, or in the nine months

Mav~ps

Vo July 1874 to March 1875 . . 17,199
Sa{c{gn:n F?lrsh 1285, orn the mne months from July 1875 to
March 1876 .. . e 18,993

Excess 1n favor of current fash ... 1,794
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Proceedings of the Madras Gover sment, Public TWorks Department, : ) o
19¢th September . { : - -
op 876. No. 2,613. : ? Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public W
— 1 : 19t Seotemb » Luotic orks Department,
: : No. 1,040. S : eptember 1816 No. 2,513.
i QupyrrrEp to the Board of Revenue with reference to ‘
paragraph 8 of thewr i ~
Proce§d1ngsquoted. . - . L o ) - 3. 2228528223252 02 !
‘ ELLORS : .+ (Signed) F.R.ILSIARP, ‘ & 5 1553835032788852 ¢ 2387853 |5
21s¢ Apﬂl 1876 - I = ) Actmg Colleilor . - kel of o S w PR
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- ys, to C. A. GALTON, 1iq Acting Secretary to the Board of Revenue . & | S I S <
dated Madras, 21st Apri} 1876, N0 491, 4 : i ’ . 3 ® - , ~18% .
Wi reference to Procgedings (B-rd of Revenuoy, Ne, 843, dated 27th Narch : o« o wwo| § 8T e s:, - 3 ] « |25
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ther than Ouddapah for the year end

19th -September 1876. No. 2,513.
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Excrosuvre No 3
he North- West L

T waay W

Statement showing the Salt Trafic at each Station on t

i A ) _ . Yoy,
q 3 RZE3ARIANRRIN SNETARENS SERsmeez s ) “FromJ D B GRIBBLE, Euq, Ag Collector of Cuddapah, to C A GALTON, Esq, |
O o ) \ad ~ - b
= - i;' - :3 ¢ Acting Secrctary to the Board of Revenue, dated Madanapully, 8th June
ssopduy | 3 =z~n:azs:zs‘"iunsuss'ss;;ss=~ ] ' 1876, No. 129,
r — - . -
8+ t vy R P taelttiiciaigg]a * 5.9 v 'Wirn reference to Board's Proceedings, No 813, dated 27th March 1876, calling
B SR RIPE R I LT H : i L .
odopedueg | Q : ; R : S 3! for further mquity into the cause of the falling off of the salt traffic by railway, I have
e - T E R I (R AR R FESE SR - Ty the honor to state that T have made Inquuies from the salt merchants and others I am
E - H
i P A + stll making further mquiries, the result of wlich shall be duly commumnicated, but, 1n
N <8 = < ¢ - . -t -
foquog | 2 AT AL TS ¥ FE T S 8 , the meantime, having recaved a reminder, ]I beg to forward such information as I have
——y »
) = o~ been able to eollcct ‘
- Y . - v - ) P
‘szoog| & ‘i, RS LR e RN EEEE I o .
- ’ — f‘é i 2. The cluef cause of the falling off 13 said to Le the mferor quality of the
e - N R L Ehi g0y SEERTE N N Madras salt  Nellore salt 13 said to be much be tter, and as eommunication 13 not difficult
L : between the two districts, and there are regulaily orgamzed gangs of Sugalies, &c, who
o
kiintanc -SRI S SRR {: AL R B A SRl {l} - s mahe a lvmng by the tiaffie, this salt 19 almost entnely used m many talugs of thg mam
wopy { 3 T ceps ' 2. ,8%285x2. ¥ : division  The Deputy Colleetor states that m Prodatoor and Jammalamadugu Nellore 1
3 regld . MR PR PiAYER8 |
2 . Z s = ¢ 8alt 1s almost exclusiy ely used - :
= P
irpeg | 2 R N T R P INER Ly 2 5.  Another cause 13 said to be the quantity of wastage 1n salt sold from the )
- . tralway godowns It 13 smd by the mcrehants that when the rallway first commenced,
H z . . . - 3 L S ” d v .
: Iudsaeey Str 4 : LOIIE R gy IR S O B the wastage was mn the propoition of one seer to fifty, but that now 1s often as high a:
§ foog &+ 4y s i I T T z four or five secrs The s1lt 15 sold m ags, which are not weighed, bat the Welglht 0 %
H - .. 3 - 4 -3 H ) - ' S
g - i which 15 assunued ; hence the wastage, amounting to nearly 10 per cent , falls entirely on
"” » o3 i - 5
H i - S NP FLST g WS-y -3 « the puicha~er
B = o o & < i
: i - crease 1 the manufacture of carth
s » =) ‘ 4  Another cause 13, T feel convinced the mn
2 | wwmdpuoy 8. . I R P .. LRI P -1 . g
g x Pooed ! AL ‘salt  The Board will probably be surprised to hear this statement made, but from
@ — . - — B
WURRG S L L treg L te <o i, R, 532 careful inquunies I feel convinced 1t 1s true, my reasons are as follows
2 1 1 = * (1) ZIvery body saysso It 1s the first answer that any onec connected with the
= <« { = 2 .. D - ~]lo v b N ¥
“wpmooBuirex | £ ¥ P A s i S L] f salt trade gives T notice also that the Collector of Nellore alludes to the rumouxf' _
andeeaey | & ¢ 3 I : 2, [ ; having reached him, and the Collector of North Arcot alludes to the llmportatlon 0 |
H « ° . © LI A 2 . S gaiore
: ' —e 17 earth salt to Vellore It 1s also sent 1n considerable quantitics to Bangalo
wmpuay | E .y LR R L g . (2) The traffic of salt by railway has largely mereased In a statement I recently
> — | & { sry 1875 Submitted to the Salt Commussion (a copy )
- - o - K -
vedust| 24 L wccea, 5 R, i, RS I SRR k- E 7 IT:)‘\S TO‘\S of which T give in the margi), 1t will be i
d H S — st Mudanur - . 1 1£ scen that last year the earth salt scut by
£q1ede H . .- . 3 v . - a-3
RS - : R A S Yerragoontls . 2;, 133}_ rail was 261 tons compared with 69 tons |
= - —— ermulaplu‘ .. e L4d .§ ~)* ears
fedug) &, . .- BRI B SR A .t g a Cuddapah 83 102 of the previous year This traffic app
" * — , Total —Ea og1y ~ to have arisen withun the last three or four
soopng| 3 L s N sy . S ) . o 2 . years (exactly the period durmg which {'
wuwoory| 8§ <. . I — E" ‘therc has been a decrcase 1n the sea salt traffic), and can only have amsen 1 conse-
a . - LR - < ¢ 1demand  The demand, I am told, 1s 1n consequence of earth salt
- reased de
- §$SESW = quence of nc g sea sait, especially Madras sca salt, which 1s deseribed 1
TOAWS| D7 S3e33na357% & 2 9838 3 2 1 d tor adulterating sea sait,
. 4 A3 RS ot OV B O g ~ o NP S « v e =~ bemﬂ'l‘lr"’e yusc ° “1 (1 lt t d th
® ~= ~ el B tile b3 o of datker eolor than Nellore salt, and thereforc more easily adulterated wy
= . —~ I b(lnﬂ 01 & dalk(re - .
. Poootoee ey R SRR v 3 @:; dari earth salt. Theie hemg, therefore, an increased demand, thel‘flw a reals10n for ¢
g e T ) ! : ¢ ) at 1 the one case of the railway, where 1t
8 . s r6 shown that in the .
4 < s . . .3 : § : an mcreased suPPIY} and I have But, 1t will be said, since the
- ¥ Tope 2% 8 P A R L ly has enormously increased. DBut, 1 ’
H R T R T e 23f s & can be traced, the supply ber of salt modas have been given
] Mgi’ié;% Sgsg.@%?&siﬁ'h%gb g'g'S‘aEéﬁég‘?o% : troduction of the License system, a very large number of sa ke et o
S PENEP B3 sREELST AW T SELESFS52 & EEA mtrodu d. I do not : tha 18
£EQ = = 0893283352808 creased,
5‘“zafgé;é;g;gé;égé;é355&555555&%3 ‘ up, and therefore the manufacture must have decr lax tiab B
T i e 04
- }a,.‘.i‘w,,mwvdw o g P oS
T el e, . P s . ya . - - i ; .
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Proceedings of the Madras gow;vzmen}, Pubtic Works Department,
.- 19th Sepfember, 1876. ’Na,* 2.513.

-~ -

Talugs. R ( e {Z;ltheease. Inthe margin I give a statement
Cuddapah G e e o 28 ;" showing the number of modas, which have

Puhvendla Tuee e srx ea eas 40 3 b(‘en re]inqufshed' I notice lhat t(,n modﬂs
Pl‘OdiLtOQl‘ .ae e aee ¥ sen ¥ i 121 s 1 *

Budwed v e e o onome- ! which still remain are chiefly in the rayl-

Sudhout .. .. .. .- ... .. 133" . way faluqs, and are generally  situated

Pullampett .. .. *e o 82 17 onear the ine of rul. T believe that the
Roy&chot}' . Lot AR T S O 7 ‘e . -

. 3 - e effect of the licensing system has béen—

_— T“*:ﬂ _‘6_33? i firstly, to legahse a manufacture which

) ’ T ¥l was™ formerly Jconsidered  contrubang,

About this there eqn be no doubt. Though not absolutely prombited, the people

openly  This 13 what every matiye connected with tho trade at once says. Secondly,
the bad modas have been givenup, gﬁd on!g the good ones mamntamned. The manufacture
has been mproved, and the proprictors, being heavily taxed, work harder to produce a
better salt, and more of it, and they have facilitics for doing s0, because, as long as they
have a license, no one interferes with them. It is true that their Licenses only empower
them to manufacture a certain quantity ; but 1t 13 almost impossible to check them, A*
few cases in which persons have been convicted for manufacturing without or 1 excess
of a hcense have oceurred m the Deputy Collector’s range; but without a large
establishment, it would be next t, impossible to exereiso any thing like a thorongh
check. This 1s a matter 1n which T am ma.ng further .nquines, and am endeavoring

what they are hicensed to manufacture, and double what they are estimated to turn out,
earth salt in the last year of the progressive license system wall still bo half the price

O lamfar from thinking that this report is exhaustive, Further inquiries
must be made, and T feel that I have only got a clue which has still %o be followed up.
I have however shown— D

I3 { f
(1) The decrease in the Sea salt traffic dates from about the tume when the
heense system was introduced,

(2) Thereisa large demand for earth salt 1n Nellore, Vellore, and Bangalore
a3 shown by the letters from different Collectors,

3) That the traffic of earth salt by railway has greatly increased during the
last three years i .

4

' (4) That theré'is Lttle check over the manufacturers. .
6  AsyetIhaye only received a reply from the General Deputy Collector ; the
other divisional officers have only been recently appomnted. T have made as many
lnquiries myself as possible, but (as no salt 13 manufactured in the sub-division) untal

I took charge of the district, I had no practical experience of the question. On recerpt
of further 1\n.formation I will submit another report.

L

Frm)n th(? game officer, dated Madanapully, 9th June 1876, No. 132
Ix contmuatmn. of my letter, No 129, dated 8th nstant, I have the honor to
state that I have since received the replies of the other divisional officers, which
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- f ) “Proceedings of the 3Madra, Gorvernment, Public Works Department,

g ) 19tk September 1876 No. 2,513.

e e e i g

E 2. Tho decreass of the traffie In sea salt 13 attrbuted by all the officers to the
$3Me LaNses — :

i (L) ‘ Extensive anport of Nellore sea galt o the northern talugs, this salt bemng
of a superior quality,
L (2) Increasedn the manufacture of earth salt
3. The Dcputy Collector W charge of the; Ticasury wnites+ “In a number of the
10das which now et forwhich licenses have been granted, the manufacturers are 1n
jthe habit of turning out more salt than ;5 entered - their licenses, and to confirm my
Zatatomeut & memorandum showing the actua} quantity of earth salt produced 1 two
énllagcs of the Cuddapah Taluq 1s herewith ¢ent  The Tahsildar of Cuddapah, whe
;wns also at Sidhout and Prodatoor, agiees wth me 1n this pomnt, and explams to me
that tho ryots and pocrer classes purchase etu't‘h salt for their use and therr cattle, as a
El:a;,; of earth salt 13 much cheaper (Rupees 1-8-0) than one of sea salt (Rupees
§4-10-0)» ‘
} 4 The Cudlapah Tahsildar 15 of opmior. that the modas which continue work
are wnereased 1n size by the addition of pans and by making use of the leakage and
gWastage water, and recommends a careful IBGLIry 50 as to show the exact number and
jsize of pans, and leakage holes require to preduce the amount of salt entered n the
icenses
9  The fullowing 1sa copy of the statemeat sent by the Deputy Collector showing
?he artual outturn 1n two villiges — ‘

f?{atcﬁwut showing the Detarls of the Q tantty of Produ ¢ of Salt v eortaus Vidlages of Cuddapah Talug

“as found wn the exanaiation of the Salt Yydas and as bur old Aceounts

l

; | 'Quantrrr or TrE =
[ l, QuarTiTY oF DETAILs 0F Sary PrRODLCED asr0usp ¥ || Propice or Sarr ;
i THE LATE EXAMMNATION ; A PER Licevsg a
i GIVEX IN 1876 ot
i { ‘ =
i o © *3 T = ¢ = >
Namber , £ - £ 5 3 £33 s 3
§No [Yame of the Tillage; of 11 e ' m & = o " 3 . B 5 a
examned, Modas || 2 b1 ° < Z3 3 T3 3
0 & 5 2 o 34} B ] B
i & g © 2 w S q < a gz -
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g‘ It will be thus seen that the outturn m the two modas, which we have been able
\to examine, 15 almost double what 1t should be I have ealled upon the other Tahsildars
“to make sumlar examinations, and will report the result, but 1t will be probably some-
r{‘tlme before their answers will be recerved, acd 1t 1s quite possible that when 1t 13
&nown what I am driving at, the reports I may recerve will not be so trustworthy

6  The figurcs I have given 1 this and 1n my former letter show, I think, con-
gcluswely that tlie License system, instead of checking, has mereased the manufacture of
vearth salt, and that cven when the last year of the progressive heense system wall have

sbeen reached, carth salt will still be far cheaper than sca salt  The Board will also see
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that without any establishment for the purposes, 1t is impossible to exercise any thing L ¢ and that these men have from some cause (ir other disappeared. * The sea salt now
like efficient supervision. 1t would, however, I presume, be 1llegal, now that licenscs ‘ from the Tadputn Railway Station,
have been 1ssued, to interdict the manufacture, and the only course that now seems open A - 4. Inthe talugs comprising the divisidns of the two Deputy Collectors earth salt

18 to appomnt a number of surveyors to inspect the modas during the manufacturing
season, and to suppress all modas, which are found to manufacture in excess of their
hicenses  Even thenitisnot impossible that when the last year of the progiessive license
system will have been reached, there will bea considerable manufacture j so that in 1879
the liccnses wall not “reach a sum per estimated garce manufactured, equal to the tax
on marme salt.” It would seem as 1f tlZP only way to armve at this result would be to
render 1t 1llegal to manufacture earth sal:: after 1879

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department, dated 14th June

1876, No 236.

From R W.BARLOW, Esq , Collr. of the Chmglefmt Distriet, to C. A. GALTON, Esq,
Acting Secretary to the Boardof Revenue, dated Sydapet, 15th June 1876,
No 360 :
WrrH reference to the Board's Progeedings, dated 27th March and 3rd May 1876,
Nos 843 and 1,156, I have the honor tolreport that fiom inquiries made, 1t appears that

the falling off 1n the salt traffic on the North-West Line of the Madras Railway .

18 due to the sale along the line of earth salt manufactured of late in large quantities
in Bellary and Cuddapah

2. Mr Cammade states that the"{narkets at some of the chief stations along the
line have a larger stock of earth salt :t present than they ever had n past years, and
that the same is used to adulterate sea’salt, 1f this 1s really the case, I suspect that
the duty on earth salt must be evaded, [Whlch may largely account for the depression

in the traffic

From J. H. MASTLR, Esq, Collector >f Bellary, to C A GALTOX. y Esq, Acting
Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated 20th July 1876, No 261

I HAVE the hon:)r, with reference to the Proceedings of the Board, No 843, dated
the 27th March last, to report upon the causes of the falling off of the sea salt traffe
on the North-West Line for the half-year ending the 30th June 1875, as far as they
can be ascertained.

2 The Sub-Collector, through whose division the railway entirely runs, reports
that one Tahsldar ascribes the fallng off to the manufacture of an unusually large
quantity of earth salt after the heavy ramns of October 1874  Another Tahsildar says
that earth salt is made of a better description than formerly. This may be the case
It 18 certain that the people generally prefer the earth salt, as they get double the

quantity they would of sea salt, and they can, moreover, get 1t i exchange for grain
Another Tahsildar says that salt 1s obtamned direct from Madras by some merchants,

as they gamn a shightly hugher profit than they would if they bought 1t at the Ralway

Station.
3. The Head Assistant Collector states that there has been no falling off 1n the

mmportation of sea salt mto his division with the exception of one taluq, Dharmaveram R

W 7

=~ 3
L

18 very gencrally used, the demand for thlia little sea salt which is consumed being
met by the merchants, who obtam 1t chiefly from Bellary f
In the Western Taluqs, however, of Hadgally and Harpanhally, no Madras sea
galt is to be found. The httle which 15 consumed comes from Koomta 1n the Bombay
Presidency on the return cotton carts .
5 1 am incdined to think that there 1s not any matenal falling off i th.s
? district in the consumption of sea salt. If it does mot come by rai, it finds its way
, direct from the coast on pack bullocks. Thé rallway, 1t 1 well known, 1s not always
i the cheapest mode of transit
8 I have ascertammed that no Bombay salt was imported by rail mto Bellary
during the official year 1875-76. It 1s to be inferred, therefore, that none was mported
n the first three months of the yctr 1875
7. After the break mn the railway in October 1874, through traffic was resumed
on the 18th January 1875. DBut 1t 1s possible that the traffic in salt which had been
diverted from the railway during that period was not attracted to 1t agamn for some
httle time after that This would to some httle extent account for a fallng off
8. After allit1s very difficult to account for this decrease in sea salt traffie
The manufacture of earth salt has certainly decreased, and therefore one would suppose
that the consumption of sea salt would correspondingly 1ncrease. It most Likely does
“increase, but 1t would appear that 1t does got enter the district altogether by the

f
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‘i used 15 obtained by the merchants themsels
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Tue foregoing papers relate to the falling off of the trafficin salt upon the

North-West Line of the Madras Railway
2 In September last, when passing orders upon the report of the working of the

Madr:ls Railway for the half-.year ending with December 1874, Government directed
the attention of the Board to the decrease in the amount of salt carried over the
North-West Line The Collectors of Chingleput, Cuddapah, and Bellary were called
upon to mquure mnto the matter and report the causes so far as they could be ascertamned;
therephies of the Collectors of the first two districts were submitted to Government with
Board’s Proceedings, dated 25th February 1876, No 564 Mr Master’s letter, No 81,
1s the reply from Bellary to this reference  The Collector’s own view 1s that the break n
the railway sufficiently explains the decrease during the latter part of 1874, and 1n therr
Proceedings quoted above, the Board accepted this theory  Recent returns show, how-
ever, that other causes were probably at wortk Quoting the Sub-Collector, Mr Master
states that earth salt was manufactured 1n 1874 1 much greater quantity than m the
*_ previous year; hence the demand for sea salt fell m proportion  Thus would, of course,
be the natural consequence of an increase1n the supply of earth salt The Board
-do not, however, understand (paragraph 3 of the Collector’s letter, why the general
&preference for Nellore salt should have been especially marked in 1874, Moreover,
Mr Master does not explamn why the wastage on Madras salt carried by rail should be
? greater than that on Nellore salt brought by road, the Collector of Cuddapah, however,
states that salt 1s sold in bags at the Railway Depot  Each bag 1s supposed to contain
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3. Tpon receipt of the Proccedings of Government, dated 19%th February last,
1 which the Board were ordered to maLe' further inquuries, information was called for
from the Consulting Engineer for Rulpays and from the Collector of Nellore in
addition to the Collectors of Chingleput, Cuddapah, and Bellary  Rephies to these
references have now been received; but befare proceeding to notice them, the Board
desire to durect the attention of Government to certain portions of the Railw ay Traffic
Manager's letter printed in Government Proceedings, Public Works Department, duted
14th June 1876. Mr Church ntmbuteq‘ the decrease in the traffic to two causes—{1)
competition by carts and pack bullocks with salt from the Nellore pans, and (2) to an
mereased consumption of earthsalt, and, 1n order to counteract these causcs, certain

* reductions are to be made m the rates of carrage of salt by rall  In paragraph 3

Mr Church asserts that sea salt brought by road from the Nellore pans 13 sold in
Tripatty Town for Rupees 4-2-0 a bag, or Rupees 2-1-0 an Indian maund, and, with a
view to attract Madras salt to the Trpatty_market, the rate for carriage over the
Company’s line 1s to be reduced by one-third, that 1#to say, the selling price at Tripatty
Station will be lowered by a Lttle more than an anna a maund ; sothat, mstead of fetch-
ing Rupees 2-4-3, 1t will sell for about Rupees 2-3-2  But of Mr. Church s correct 1n
saying that Nellore salt 1s sold 1n Tripatty Town (which 18 six mles west of the 1.ul-
way Station) for Rupees 2-1-0, the proposed reduction in the Company ‘s rate of cuTage
is not hikely to have much effect The Boa d, however, altogether fail to understand how
XNellore salt can be sold at so low a price m Tripatty Town, for, although tranat by cart
has of late years been facilitated by the opening of the road through Kalast:i and
Naidupett, the distance from the Kc‘:are:'to,Tnpatty must be fully 50 miles, and the
selling price of salt at the Nellore pansis Rupees 2 a maund Dt after all this 13 g
matter which concerns the Railway Company rather than the Board, to whom 1t 15 a
matter of comparative mdifference whether the salt supply of the North Arcot District
be drawn from Nellore or Madras

4, Why an paragraph 10 Mr Church qu'otes flomwthe Asaigtant Triffl, Manuaeer
at Vell 'ry 1s not apyarent, 1v ot = evsdent (Lat Lo Clagrecs with hus Arsistant, 1;1:
wete true that “ no sea alt 18 Lreught to the Ceded Distiets except that recerved by
rail,” and if “previous to the opening of the ralway, ew th salt was exclusively used
m the Ceded Districts,” and if the people of there districts having given sea salt
a tnal have found 1t wanting and now refuse to eat it, there could be nothing to be
gained by reducing the rate of carmage  As a matter of fact, however, the use of earth
salt m these districts has been gradually disappearing for a long tme past, and 1n 1866
the Collectors all 1eported that it was
bemng rapidly superseded by marime salt,
and was only used by the most indigent classes and given to cattle

5 The Consulting Engineer for Railways has furnished a statement showing the
traffic 1n salt at the scveral stations on the hine for 1873, 1874, and 1875  Ile eapresses
his regret that the accounts do not exhibit carth and sea salt scparately  Ths, however,
18 of no great importance as 1t is easy to see by the places to and from which the consign-
ments passed what hind of salt was carmed It appears that in 1873 about 3,500
Indian maund of earth salt were taken by rail to Bellary, chiefly from the Veera-
puram Station , 1 1874 about 4,200 were thus conveyed , 1n 1875 the quantity fell to
3,150 maunds In 1875 maunds 5,160 were carried by rail from Mudanur and Frra-

G O, dated 27th Apnl 1866, No 996
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E Proceedings of the Madras Gorernment, Public Works Department,
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 goontla to Bangalore  Omitting the year 1874, during a great part of wluch traffic on
tho railway was interrupted, and comparing the figures of 1873 with those of 1875, 1t
{appears that the falling off 1n the quantity of sca salt delivered was most marhed at Gooty »
mm the former year 27,200 maunds were conveyed from the Salt Kotars to that
station, whereas i the latter only 8,130 maunds were so carried  As Gooty 13 the
principal station for the district of Kurnool, this probably means that the people of
{ Kurnool had other way s of obtaimng therr supplies .

§ 6. The Doard now revert to the Ca¥lectyrs’ reports  In lus letter, No 261, the

Collector of Bellary states lus conviction that the amount of sea galt consumed 1n the

district has not really decreased, and that, 1f 1t 15 not carried by rail, 1t finds 1ts way

upon pack bullocks and carts  Mr Master asserts, moreover, that the manufacture

1rof earth salt has certamly decreased—an assertion the accuracy of which the Doard

¢are1nclined to doubt The Ralway Traffic Returns show that earth salt 1s on the move,

%that 1t 13 carried by the Company not only 1nto Bellary, but even to Bangalore The

|

Collector of Clnngleput attributes the dectease in the traffic entirely to mereased many-

facture of earth salt in Cuddapah and Bellary  Itis known that earth salt 15 b ought
from the Ceded Districts into North Arcot, and tne Board are mformed that 1t 18 sold
i Conjeveram  On the other hand, the qﬁantlty of salt sent mto Cuddapah from
the Nellore pans 13 on the werease, for, during the mine months ending March 1876,
the amount exceeded by one-tenth that despatched during the corresponding period of
the year previous The Collector of Cuddapah, who has Leen at some pawns to ascertain
facts, has come to the conclusion that the falling off 1 the railway traffic 1n the article 15
{attnbutable to two causes — .
{ (1) Increased consumption of Nellore salt,

(2) Incieased minufacture of earth salt
The statement 1ecened from the Collector of Nellore shows that the demand 1n

Cuddapah for salt from the pans of that distriet 1s on the mncrease, though not greatly
80, while the'mquines regmding the outturn of the licensed moduas show that some
of them at all events are manufacturing double the quantity they are licensed to
produce  Mr Guibble considers that the anangements for granting licenses which
icame 1nto force mn 1874 have had the effeet of gVing an mpetus to the manufacturd
of earth salt instead of acting as a restriction .
7. Without going so far as to beheve that the whole of the falling off of the
¢traffic on the hine 1s to Le accounted for by the ncreased production of earth salt, the
Bomd aze satisfied that this is one important factor, and that, m order to prevent further
loss to Goveroment, 1t will he necessary to place additional restrictions upon the modas

fwhich are still at work The result of the inquiries made in 1866 was to show that

Fany attempt to excise the manufacture of earth salt would be futile owing to the modas
being “ sparscly scattered over a large extent of country,” this difficulty has, m a certain
degree, been overcome by the closing of a large proportion of the modas which were
then at work, while for all the remaining ones licenses have been 1ssued  That the

gtexms upon which these licenses were granted have been in many cases mfringed, there

13 no room for reasonable doubt Modas licensed to turd out a certam quantity have
been 1mproved by the construction of additional recervers whereby a greater amount
of salt 15 préduced, and at present there 1s absolutely no check whatever *Although,
when the prescnt system of licensing v as 1ntroduced, 1t was expected that 1n 1879,
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
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when the full tax, Rupees 1-13-0 per maund, 15 to be levied, the manufacture of earth
salt would altogether cease,® 1t now
appears that this expectation 15 not likely
to be realized, for so long as the manu-
facturers can pay upon an estimated number of maunds only, and ptoduce with impumty
. any quantity above that number, 1t 1 evident that large profits will be made. The
Board are unwilling, howeser, to recommend the mmediate suppression of all manufac-
ture and wish if possible to regulate the working of the Licensed modas 1n such a manner
a9 to prevent fraud upon the revenue The Collectors of the three districts concerned
will, therefore, be requested to furmish mformation upon the following pomnts —
(1) The number of heensed modas and the aggregate licensed outturn
(2) Therr situation as regards proximity to each other and to the rallwa}'\
other hines of traffic
(3) The best means of checking manufacture 1n excess of the terms of license.
The mportance of the matter as seriously affecting the Impenal Revenue would
justify a reasonable expenditure on a special preventive service, rewards to informers,
&c, and the Board would support any such proposal. If a special preventive force
were appownted, their duties might, at least m the ralway talugs, be of an itinerating
nature. Proposals for the employment of such a force should specify the strength and
cost of the establishment, which should be a mixed one composed of Police and Revenue
Officers The Collector should consult with the Superintendent of Police The reports
now called for should be submitted with the least possible delay.

(True‘ Copies aud Extract ‘)

(Signed) E GIBSON,
Acting Sub-Secretary. .

*GO, dated 28th July 1873, No 790, para-
T graph 14

TrE Government learn, with dis-
appointment, that the measures adopted
Salt for the suppression of the earth-salt
modas 1n the Ceded Districts have failed
to produce the desired effect, They await the further information ealled for by the
Board before passing'further orders on the subject,

2 A copy of these Proceedings will be furmished to the Public Works
Department.

Separate Revenue, No 16

(True Extract )

(Signed)  D. F. CARMICHAEL,

. Secretary to Government.

No. 330. Ozozr TaEREON, 19th September 1876, No 2,512,

REcorDED and communicated to the

RAILWAY, .

y No 27 Government of India pending the further
- report called for.

(True Extract )
’ (Signed) G. W. WALKER, Major-General, RE,
i .. ) . Secretary to Government.
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19¢h September 1876. No. 2,513.

€

No. 331. (Docker No. 2,

013, dated 19th September 1876.)

Corr of the above forwarded to the Government of India, in continuation of
docket, No. 1,479, dated 14th June 1876.

Exd. I C Shunker.
Spare Copies

(True Extract.)

Colonel,
079, Under Seey. to Govt., P.WW D
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