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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
19th September 1876  No. 2,506  °

-

No 318 Read the following endorsement of the Officiating District Enginecr,
Presidency, dated 28th August 1876, No. 2,891 —

From J. N. GRAINGER, Esq , General Supenntendent of Pub}ic Works Workshops
and Stores, to Major P. MONTGOMERIE, R E, Officiating District
Engineer, Presidency, dated Chepauk, 24th August 1876, No 736

In continuation of my letter, No. 686, dated 16th instant, I have the homnor to
forward, for submussion to Government, copy of letter from the Master Attendant,
Admimstrative Department, regarding the iron rails short delivered by the 88
Merkara, stating that he 1s unable to make a claim for more than two rails, as in
the matter of short delivery of cargo the owners of a vessel are only bound by the
Bill of Lading and by no other documents, and as by the Bill of Lading the ship
landed 1,532 rails out of 1,535 shipped, one rail having fallen overboard along-
side the pier, the owners can only be held Lable for two rails short delivered

2  With reference to the above, I beg to state that, according to the Packing
Account returned for transmission to Government with my letter above quoted,
five rails 7 feet 6 inches each are noted as short delivered, and two rais of
24 and 21 feet each as received 1n excess of the number entered as shipped 1n the
duplicate Packing Account. I therefore requested the Master Attendant to recover
from the Agents the cost of five rails 7 feet 6 1nches each, leaving the matter of the
two rails received in excess to be adjusted by the Home Govermment with the
suppliers. From the subjoined extract from Packing Account per Merkara, 1t will
be seen that the aggregate number of rails given in the Bill of Lading agrces with
the total number 1 the Packing Account as debited below — )

Loose 1,430  Iron rails 50 1bs per yard Tons 250

Shipped. Recerved Surplus
Viz, 24 feet .o 1,238 1,239 1
21 , . e 149 150 1
18 ,, - . 43 43 )
Total 1,430 1,432 2
Additional rails. Deficiency
15 feet . . 20 20
12 ,, . ; 20 20 )
7 feet 6 inches ... . 51 49 5
6 ”” 9 £ 2] . 11 11 .
Total . 105 100 5
Grand Total . 1,535 1,532

I submut that the numbers as above detailed should be delivered by the ship,
but I leave the matter for the decision of Government

- From J H TAYLOR, Esq, Lieut , B N R, Master Attendant, Madras, to J N GRAINGER,

Esq, General Supermtendent, of Public Works Workshops and Stores, dated Madras,
17th August 1876, No 5,501 ~

I uave the honor to acknowledge receipt of your letter No 682, dated 16th instant,

regarding the 1ron rails short delivered ex Merkara on account of the Harbour Works, and to

pont out that the owners of a vessel 1n the matter of short delivery of cargo are only bound by
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Proceedm gs of the ﬂ[adras Gorernment, Pubhc Works Department,
19th September 1876. No 2,506

e I

the Bill of Lading and by no other documents In the Tall of Lading there are two items of
105 and 1,430 1ron rauls, 1n all 1,535 to be dehvered The books of this office cleatly show
that 1,532 won rails have been actually landed and taken delivery of by your department ,
there remarn, therefore, only three rails to be accounted for One of these fell overboard along-
qide of the pier, and the ship can only be made responsible for two iron rails short delivered

9 T would also pomt out to you that all excess cargo must be acknowledged at the port

of delivery, and receipts granted for the same at Madras, where the adjustment of balance of
freight due has to be made 1n accordance wath the terms of the Charter party

3 Under these circumstances, I have no alternative but to mform you that I must dechne
to make a daxm for more than two rails short dehvered as agamst the owners of the vessel I
forward herewith Rupees 6, beng the value of one lost overboard alongside of the pier, and for

which amount an acknow ledgment 18 requested.
SopyIrTED to the Chief Engineer and Sccretary to Government, Public Works
Department, 10 continnation of District Engnecr’s No 2,075, dated 17th August 1876
(Swned) P MONTGOMERIE, Major, RE,
Ofig Dustrct Enguneer, Presidency

ORDER THEREON, 19th September 1876, No 2,506

T1s Grace the Governor 10 Council
‘ 1s unable to acquiesce 1n the view taken
by the Master Attendant The two rails
of 24 feet and 21 feet respectively delivered 1n excess by the ship cannot be taken
as a set off agamnst the four rals of 7 feet 6 mches which were found deficient

(True Extract )

No 319

ACCOUNT, No 18-A

‘ Colonel,
IR 0fg Under Secy to Govt, P W.D.
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