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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public W< orks Department,
, 31st August. 1876. No. 2,333.-

' No. 731. Read the following letter from Captain L. CONWAY-GORDON, R.E.,
| Examiner of Public Works Accounts, to Major-General G. W. WALKER,
~ R.E, Secretary to Government, Public Works Department, dated Fort St.
George, 19th August 1876, No. 179-W. :— ,
I nave the honor to bring to the notice of Government the very large discrepan-
.cies between the computed expenditure up to the 31st March on the various works as
entered in this year’s Provincial Budget, and the actual expendlture to. the same date

as“’ghown by the books of this office. . .
2. T notice a few instances of such discrepancies ;-
LT . . Compnuted Actual -
Expenditure.  Expenditure,
: 4 - : : ~ Bs. RS,
& . ‘ Item No. 11 .-... N cee 24,939 19,439
[,«_rj o ‘:,," » 12 oo .es oee . - 18,672 15,172
r:‘ P ” ’” 13 sy ‘ uo-' ' eae ' “eew - ees ) ave 44'781 . 24.608
d f M ) ’”» ) 18 ecae ves . ess ioo- ©oees . ese 25,229 ' 22,022 27
"’ iT) 19 LN ] R ase s n EEL) . aen ) LY XY ' 18’662 16’662
C e e e e e e e e 2,21,8386 0 °1,89,588
'.l \ . Y ETR 51 ) ese ere soe cca4 eee - ass 28,008 ) 18,501 i
' w o o» 60 Lo o e e w0 00,000 0 49,975

3 29 71 e e see e ' ese wea 7,500 l\ per
' ‘ Total - ... 4,89,177  3,55,967

3. T am aware that, as the Budget has to be prepared sometime previous\to the

end of the year, the column  computed ezpenditure’ can only be entered approximatel Y.
But this approxxmatwn may, I think, be made much closer than at present it is,

4. At present the ﬁgures ﬁnally entered in this column of the Budgets appear
to be those originally entered in the District Budgets submitted about November, at
_ which date the accounts for the month of October are the latest available, But by

" the time the Budgets are compiled in the Secretariat, considerably later information - =

must be available. Take for instance the Provincial Budget for 1876-77 to which
I have now called attention, the District Budgets on which it was based were submitted

about the 20th November, the Budget itself was not pnnted till 10th April, and at that

date the accounts for the month of February had been received. It was therefore quite
possible to have brought up the information entered in the Budo'et to a date nearly five.
months subsequent to that of the sttmct Budgets. - :

5. I would therefore suggest that in future, ag the compﬂatmn proceeds the
computed expendlture be revised from time to time in commumcatmn Wlth this ofﬁce '
so that the Budget, when it ultimately issues, . may be as_correct as the avmlable

‘information will allow.. » For I need hardly remark that a Bud"et Estimate based on .

~ figures which on one item alone are incorrect to the extent of more than half a lakh
‘ " cannot be of the w,lue which it otherw;lse xmﬂht be. . '

"No. 789. ' 'Onore tHEREON, 31st August 1876, No. 2,333,
' It is remarked that the practlce of

ACCOUNT, No. 44-A.

" recent years has been to obtain from the :

- | Examner the actual outlay on each work '.
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” Proceea’mgs of the Madras Govemment Public. Works Department,
: . 31st August 1876. No. 2,333. | .
2 entered in the Budfrets 28 S00L a8 the accounts for the year have been closed, tho
3 . mecessary corrections of allotments being then made. DButin future the latest avail-
.,, ~able information will be obtained before the Budgets are finally issued, for which -
55 ‘purpose the proof sheets Wﬂl be sent for correction in the Examiners Office. A
: " 2. Tt is noticed that the computcd expenditure as refrards Budget Items 18 and - i
ﬁ 19 has not been correctly quoted in paraﬂraph 2 of the Exammer’s letter. T :
m: 2 e.‘ * (True thract ) | ‘ :
5 (Slgned) G. W WALKER, MaJor-GencraI R.E,
Secretar Y to Governmemt
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