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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
22nd August 1876. No. 2,219,

No. 518. “ilead the following letter from J W IIANDLEY, Esq, Government

T eader, to Major-General G 'W. WALKER, R E, Secretary to Government,
Public Works Department, dated Madras, 11th August 1876, No. 97.

Wire reference to the Proceedings of Government in the Public Works and
Judieial Departments noted 1n the margin,

I have the honor to report upon the two
suits, the subject of those Proceedings

I have been m communication with the
District Engineers of Tanjore and Trichinopoly, and have only lately received sufficient

information from them to enable me to advise as to the defence of the swuts

Public Works Department, 14th February
1876, No 395

18th March 1876, No 712

Judicial Department, 5th April 1876, No 642

2 These smts were originally brought in the District Munsif’s Court of
Perambalur, 1n the Trichinopoly district, for the recovery of certain Nanul plantations
1n the bed of the Coleroon river said to belong to the Streerythenatha Sami Pagoda
1 the village of Tirumalavad: taluq of Woodarpolhem  The plamtiff 13 one Gopala
Sami Iyer who calls himself Dharmakarta of the pagoda  The suits are, I understand,
identical 1n their nature, but ate brought against the Tanjore and Trichinopoly
Public Works Officers for dufferent portions of the Nanul plantations taken possession
of them by them respectively, I have not been informed of the numbers of the suts,
and have only been furnished with a copy of the plaint 1n one of them, viz, that n
which the Tanjore Pubhc Works Officers are defendants T understand that both
suits have now been transferred to the Trichmopoly District Court

3 The case set up by the plamtiff 1s that these lands and the Nanul cultivation
on them are the property of the pagoda, End have beenillegally taken possession of
by the officers of the Public Works Department and let out to renters, The defence
suggested on behalf of Government 13, 1st, that the lands being i the bed of the
river are the property of Government, and that the Pagoda Trustees have no rnight to
them , 2ndly, that 1f the Trustees ever had any such rights, they renounced them on
a former occasion in some proceeding before the Tahsildar , and, 3rdly, that the
plamntiff has no right to sue on behalf of the pagoda, not being a Dharmakarta, but
only a dismssed Agent of the Dharmakartas I enclose a draft of a wrnitten state-
ment m the smt against the Tanjore officials embodying this defence concisely A
similar one mutatis mutandis will do for the other smt The two last points are
assertions of fact which, I presume, can be substantial by evidence As to the first,
I think 1t may be contended that, by the general law of the country, beds of rvers,
tanks, &c , in fact all lands which are called I believe in revenue parlance ¢ porambok,’
are presumably the property of Oovernment, unless the contrary 1s shown The
Trustees of the temple 1ely, I believe, ona copper deed of grant from some Zemindar mn
ancient times , but the genuincness of this grant remans to be proved and 1ts valhidity
as agamnst Government At the same time I must observe that I understand from the
papers before me that there has been long possession by the pagoda authomties, so
that 1t may turn out that they have a better title than appears at first In my
opimon, the doctrme as to the nights of the Crown 1n navigable rivers referred to in
the Proceedings of the Board of Revenue of 17th June 1801, No. 3,142, quoted by
the Superintendimng Engmeer, Tanjore, 1n is letter of 2nd February 1876, has no
beanng on the present case, the Coleroon being 1n no scnse a navigable river.
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Dipartment,
22nd August 1876. No 2,219

4. The date of the first heaning of both cases 15, T understand, now fixed for the
25th instant, on which date the written stalements on behalf of Govermment ehouid

be filed

5 I retwn the original enclosures to the above Procecdings.

Uossm—

No. 519 OrpEr THERTOX, 220d August 1876, No, 2,219.

\ ESTABLISIMENT, No 28-1

neers of Trichinopoly and Tanjore.

(True Extract )

Colon.],

0f. Under Sery to Gort, P.W.D

To the Dutnct Engineer, Triclunopoly
1 L Tﬂ.n}‘.’)i‘ﬁ
,»  Cluef Ingineer for Imigation
»  Ezzminer of Pubhie Works Accounts
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