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Pyoceedings of the Madras Gorernment, Public Works Department,
91st August 1876. No 2,212.

No 504 Read the following letter fiom ILaeutenant-Coloncl J. II M SIAW.

; STOWART, RE, Consulting Tngmeer for Ralways, to Major-General
G W WALKLR, RE, Sccretary te Government, Public Woiks Depart-
ment, dated Madras, 12th August 1876, No 401 —

I 1ave the honor to lay before Government a letter from the Agent of the South

Indian Railway, reporting the circum-

No 1,974, 20th July 1876, with enclc;sure stances connected with a collision which

occurred at the Satur Station on the mormng of the 20th ultimo  The Agent’s letter 1s

accompanied by reports fiom the.Locomotwe Superintendent and the Traffic Manager.
The usual form of Accident Statement 1s also forwarded

2  The passenger hrain which leaves Madma for Tuticorin at G-15 4 xr is due at

Satur at 9-30ax  Upon the 920th ultimo this tram was oidered to mect at Satur a
special goods tramn which had left Tuticoun at 5-30 a3t The passenger tran arrived

" first at Satur and took up 1ts position upon the mam hne A dead engine and a
train of cmpty ballast wagons were standing 1n the siding, so that both main Line and
siding were blocked. The dead cngme was at the Tuticorm end of the siding, stand.

' ng tender foremost. i

3 TUpon the speaal goods tran coming 1n sight, the Station Master appears to
have given orders for a caution signal to be shown on the scmaphoie, and he further
states that he gave orders foraed flag to be shown to the approaching tram at the
pomnts, and at a level crossing situated some 80 yards further south  The evidence
1s conflicting as to whether these signals were actually shown. The dnver asseits
that he saw none, and he came nto the station under the impression that the line
was clear from secing the semaphore at caution Attempts were made to stop him,
but too late, his tiam was turned nto the siding, and came 1nto violent collision with
the tender of the dcad engme standing thete The damage sustained by the rolling
stock 15 speaified 1 the Locomotive Superintendent’s report °

4  On the day of the acadent I happened to be making a tour of mspection 1n
company with the Acting Chief Ingineer, the Locomotive Supenmntendent, and the
Trafic Manager. We proceeded at once to Satur, arriving there a short time after
the coliston  Inquiries were made on the spot, the result of which showed clearly
that the duver of the speeial goods train and the Station Master were both 1n fault

5 With regard to the dnver thiere can be no doubt that he entered the station
pownts at a speed f21 10 cxcess of the 1egulated rate of O miles per hour, probably 15
miles is a moderate estimate of lus speed  The ey wdence 1oft 1t doubitful whether the
red danger flag was shown at the level crossing and at the points, but there can be no
doubt that the disastrous rosults of the collision were due to the speed at which the
train was duven  If the driver had entcred the pomnts at a rate of 6 mules per
hour, his tram would have been well under control, and, even had a collision eccurred,
the 10sults would have been very different It may be mentioned that the line s
perfectly strmght between {he station and the large bridge of twelve 70-feet opemings
over the Satur River  The distance between the station and the bridge is about half-
a-mle  From the bridge the line falls at a gradient of 1 in 200 for 10 chains the
root 15 level  If a good look-out had becn kept, the dizver could not have failed to
sce that both lines were blocked.
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Proceedings of the Madras Governmmt, Public Worls Depastment,
21st August 183¢. No 2,212
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Proceedings of the Mudras Government, Public Works Department,
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From the Traffic Manager, to the Agent of the South Indian Railway, dated Trichmnopoly, 24th
July 1876, No 5,3G2-10,434

Acordent Repoit, Satws Statron Yard, 20th July 1876

WirH reference to the attached acaident report, I beg to offer the following explanation as to
the caue of acaident and the result of inquiry on the spot

2 The 5-30 a4 » special {goods) had to pass No 1 Train at Satur,and No 1 Tram arrved
first A dead engine and a tran of empty ballast trucks were standing 1n the siding 8o that both
main line and siding were bloched Pl

3 The Guards and Dmvers of both trains had previous notice that they would pass at

Satur

4 The clerk 1n charge states that being aware that the siling was foul with dead engine,
and that 1t would be necessary for the special to push the train down through the siding to allow
No 1 to pass, he gave orders during the morning to the pomntsman snd gateman to hold therr
red flags to stop the special at the points and to lower the semaphore signal to allow the driver to
come within the signal distance instead of wasting time and delayimng the No 1 Tram by keeping
the semaphore at danger and stopping the Yrain at the ten-post distance as provided by Rule 4 of
working time book, and then again stopping 1t at the ponts  In doing this he conaidered that ag
the linewas perfectly straight fot a very long distance,and thatan addition to the driver approaclung
the facing points cautiously as he should have done, he could see that both lines were blocked and
that he would have had hus train under command  Instead of which, as was seen by the damage
done, the train must have been travelling not less than 15 miles an hour immediately before the

colhision
5 The result of the acaident will be more clearly given 1nthe Locomotive Superintendent’s

report

6 My first inquiry was of the Guard of 5- %ﬂ,spemal, who said that on approaching the
bridge some distance from the station he saw a réd flag, he apphed lus break, but the train could
not be stopped, and shortly after lus tramn came into collision with the dead engine with great
violence

7 The Guard of the No 1 Tram who was standing on the platform watching the approach
of the *specml m order to start hus tram after 1t had past, corroborates the Special Guard’s
statement

8 Guard Wood who was also on the platform watching the approach of the fran alse
observed the 1od signals, as also did the Engineering Storekeeper and an Engineening Contractor
and many others .

9  The Driver of No 1 Tran states that there was no red signal shown until after the train
had approached very near the points, and that he seeing the train coming too fast, rushed forward
bolding his arms up to stop the train, when questioned as to what speed the train was approaching,
he stated that he thought about 4 nules an hour, and the same statoment, with very Litle variation,
was given by another duver and by an East Indian Inspector

10 Mr Deveredge, an Tast Indian Sub-Assistant ngineer, said, he was coming out of the
urinals at the other end of the platform and he saw a reld {lyg put up at the gate about 100 yards
from the facing ponts, just as the train was approaching elose to hus gate lodge, but he could not
tell whether the pointsman had a red signal, although the gatoman and pointsman were 1 a line
with each other

11 Trom the glaringly false statement on the part of the drivers and others regarding the
speed at which the train was approaching, 1t would tend to the belicf that they were desirous of
shiclding the driver of the speaial at the cost of the Station Master
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12 There can be no doubt byt that the ¢

letkin charg
be shown, and the evidence of the greater portion of ¢

; OrpER THEREON, 215t August 1876, No. 2,212, )

§ No. 505. O=rpERED to be recorded s
>I0eorlers for the propor sgnals to ‘| f RAILWAY, No 58. l 2. The Governor m Council cons
18 Witnessos 13 1 faworof that belief, and 1t { , curs with the Consulting Engineer
13 difficult to suppose that other thap danger signals would 1e shown wyt}y both hines Blockel , and, (. by the Station Master, does not admit of
1 the interests of the (‘ompmny, all the mep who saw the train approwhin gand wio sy e dunyer the breach of the rules for signals, by hod
87908l were not shown were gailty of neglect 1 not Pomting 1t gyt ¢, the dal in b wge  Tlus . B that the th he and the Driver were rightly pumis dealt with for giving an order
&pphes chuefly to th, driver of No 1 a3 placed 1y ¢ wger by the acadent excuze '_[?Ife Station Master has been very ll;g}iltlzul e:‘?i aid down for hus gudance.

18 The lerk 1n cha Mo and 13 well ne juvmted with s;u'ﬂ causing danger 1n direct violation of the

s1gnals and T do not thigk ling unprote. ted, and my be'sef 1s necessarly (True Extract.)
that the dizver g runnin er suthaent contro] to obey aignals
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6, No 2,21,

Colonel,
dated N 0fg. Under Secy. {o Govt, P.W D.
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