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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
91st August 1876 No 2,189

v -
S

ptamn L CONWAY-GORDON, R L,
to Myor-General G W WALKLR,
Department, dated Tort St.

No 401 Tead the following letter fiom Ca
Examiner of Public Works Aceounts,
R T, Secrctary to Government, Public Works
George, 14th July 1876, No 114-W.

edge the 1ccerpt of the Proceedings of Goveinment,

No 1,191, dated Juno 15th, 1876, 1elative to the spelling of thenames of districts,
and, as partly re-ponsible for the oversght theremn poticed, I feelnt desirable to explam

the aireumstances under wiach the new method of epelling was adopted

As far as ihis officc was coneeined, no ovarsight took place , 1n the draft

ed for the approval of (t5vernment, the Jonesian systema of

stand,ng order submatt
transliteration was deliberately adopted foi vowelsn accordance, it was thought, with

the express ordcrs of the Madras Government In thewr Oider, No. 1,404, dated
September 12th, 1859, the Madias Gov eroment 1esolved to mtioduce tha system of
¢ranshteration for all Natnve words, except the names of particular places which had
become stereotyped by long usuage 1 a conventional form, and 1t 13 evident from the
with this order that list of all such places were to be prepared, and
hese lists the presciibed system of

T usvE the honor to acknowl

)
ek »

papers printed
{hat m w1itmg all other nmumes not mncluded m t

t1 inshteraion was to be stuictly adbered to
3 Ths 19 1n fact the course which has subseqnently been approved of by the

v
of India and by the Seerctiry of State, and which lias heen practically

Government
followed by all the local Goveinments 1n Todin  All or neatly all have already

publizhed 10 the Guaette of Tndra two lists of the mames of all thar prineipal places
a small It conlamng the few names which ate considered to have acquued

, {he other, the bulk of the names properly transhiterated

4 My»ore commenced 1 July 1874, Coorg followed 1’ September, and the
o3 1 October of the same year The Punjab published 1is
, Assam 10 August, Bombay 1n September, and the
This year hag seen {he 1scue of an official his

of the names of the places 1 Bengal and II yderabad. adras, though the firstto
take up the que stion, 13 NOW nearly the only Government which has not yet defimtely

cottled the orthogiaphy of the names of its prineipal places

= Tu the absence of an quthoritittne list of the names of those places wlnca

5
are considered to have acquited a fixed spelimg, it appeared to me that the orders of
Government held good to transhiterate all others m the manner prestubed  Twasm
fact 1n liopes that the Madras Government, the first to commence, had resolved to be
alone m completing the work 1n a thorough muner, and by traushierating all names
without exception on the Jonesan system to reduce to a munmum the pumber of
t all, must ey itably present to

stumbling blocks, which words spelt on 10 &} stem 8
t of ahundied a particular

our cluldren tramed to gssociate 10 ninety-nne DAes ot
sound with & particular ketter )

¢ In taang this view, which now appears to be meorrect, T was tz‘; some exter t
led astray by the example sct me hy the Searetary of State In the absence of any

avthotitative p 1ing, I see that he spells the names of the Madras Distuicts mmuch
4

one,
fixed <pclhing

North-western Provine
list 1 January 1875, Oudh 1 May
Central Provinees 1 November 1875,
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Proceedings of the Madras Gorernment, Public Works Department,
91st .lugust 1876 No 2,189,

the sune way as1s donc in this office Tn s ¢ stalements evhdaling the wisral and
materyel progress and condition of Indw,' 1 observe Goddsard, Tanjor, Kandd, Balard,
Cuddapa, Nellor, Clhengalpat, Trichnap W, Timevellf, and Cormbitor

i od

7 The system of spclling adopted by the Accounts Branch may perhaps appear
gimgular ; but the singulanity arises, I think, entucly fiom the fact of our having
endeavored by such hights ag we possessed to coarry out orders of Government, wlich,
asa 1ule, apperr to be ignorcd.

-

8  Attention having now been cilled to the subject by the Madias Govern-
ment, I venture to hope that, 1n accordance with their orders of the 12th Septimiber
1839, some serious efiort may be made to secure umformity m the spelling of Native
namcs, and also to check the very gencral practice of wang Natnve termsn officral
Linguage 1 heun of then Eoglsh cquivalents  The latter practice, though strictly
fotidden, 15 nearly umver~al  As an mstance, I mght ate the following sentence
tuhen trom the records of tho Afadras Government as recently as the Tth June,—
¢ The rynts conld put up atemporary wh gyany to wrease the supply which used alicays
t» be done by kody muamut’  How many ordinary Lnglish 1eaders would understand
it > Such a sentence 13 not English, 1t 132 local palows

9 Nut only does officrul correspondence teem wath Native words, most of which
have propet equivalents 1 Ingli<h , not only are we oppn essed by Native wesghts and
measares, and even 1 some ca~es by a Natue calendar , but the difficulty 13 further
inereased by these Natuye words bang sotadly transhitcrated, that thar very ctymology
15 doubtful As an mstance, 1 will take the Tamil word* Jally} broken stone or gray ¢,
whie i, atter appeanng in the records as ¢ Juily,’ has got finally erystalluzed 1nto the
Loelsh word ¢ jelly,” and, as suc h, 1s current for the department. Who w ould
recognize the Burmoese word ¢ slunbfyin,’ a plank, whcl, prc»bably owing to its havirg
something to do with wood, appeats the Madras records as ¢ shimbeams’

10 As regards the names of places, it not too much to say thit the rame
pume frequently appeais such different forms that any one who was not aware
that they were difterent forms of the same nime wonld unheatatingly put them as
the names of difterent plwes  Tor mstance, W ho would magine that Bezoarsh and
Peswada were the same plice ? Who woull wdentify Damarapak with Thamara,
pauhum 9 To show how little attention 1> pard to the spe g of Indian names, T muy
inetanee the name DPatt unpida, whih ir the <ame Dudaet appears ind.firrently as
Pattempawdoo, Puttumpaudon, and Pottampaudu  In the papers printe d witha sx;xgi«z
order of Government, the same name ¢ S1.3 akdntham® appears spelt i three difterent
wavs, winle 1n those prmted with anottor Government Order reconed a few days
previously 1t 15 spelt a fourth way, and 10 the Budgct a £ith

11 Iad I space Teould casily multiply suchmstances indefimtely  DBut T will
bnefly conelude with an extraet from the Proceedings of tlas Government uf nearly
geventeen yeirs ago-—an extiact, I regiet to say, quite as true now 431t was at the
fune 1t was written , ¢ the offictal phitaseology 1s so 1t Jundant and confusud as to be
a positive obstruction to publie Dustnesy, asd to eatse 1 the arregate an cunrmeds
waste of invaluable time!
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Departmen.,
21st August 1876. No 2,189.

No. 462 OnpER THERTON, 21st August 1876, No 2,189
 — OrperED to be recorded
‘ ESTABLISIIMENT, No 24 9  1Ihis Grace the Governor 1n Council

concurs astothe expediency of estabhishang
an uniform system of spelling proper names, and desires that the hsts orderedn G O,
No 1,404, dated 12th September 1839 (Publie Department), be prepared without
further delay |

(True Extract)

Colonel,
Offy Under Secy to Govt, P W D.

To the Examumer of Public Works Accounts
Revenue Department
Publie Department, with copy of Note by the Ilon R 8 Eths, c»

"

Ed B C Shunker

Spure Copies
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