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- _ Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Worls Department,
* . 25th January 1878.
o

Read the following papers ~— '

o No 423 From Major J N IIUNTER..R E, Distiict Engineer, Salem, 1o Ma Iajor-
S . - General G "W WALKER, R E, Secre‘c’uy to Govemrnent Public Works
. Department, dated Salem, 30th December 1875, No 1897 '

| ﬂ I zave the honor to bring to your notice that T have this day recerved the
: B ; ) ‘ following telegram from the Officer Gommanding Royal Aitillery, Bombay —
r “Joseph Wilkinson gave himself up here as deserter from Public Works Depart-
- S . ‘ ‘ ‘ M ment, Madras, states that Le left on eighth mstant; description and 1n~:truetuon‘;
' ‘ g : . z,’% required ”’ -
’ 2 I was not aware of Talug Overseer and Serjeant Wilk.nson’s desertion from
c ‘ ' . ; . his taluq (Namkul) tidl the reccipt of the above telegiam. The officer i charge,
p ‘ { \ . ' Lo Salem Range, has now been instiucted fo proceed at once to Namkul and to institute
mquirics as to the exact date of the Serjeant’s departure, and whitha he had any
Goveinment cash, &e, 1 his charge
3 The result of the mmqury will be communicated to you shortly b

&

T - R N S R S T P T S W S T P

e

. No 424 ) Trom the same Officer, dated Camp at Tripatore, 10th January 1876,
~ No 196

. l% . Ix contmuation of my letter, No 189, dated SO0th December 1875, T have the
, 3’n honoi to submut the accompanying eopies

3 Co 169 of letters fiom Exceutive Engincer, of correspondence, fiom which 1t would
' vos 214 and 218 &pptal that the cause of ferjeant Wilkin- ‘

1 Copy of letter froma Supervisor Mr Hiseon
1 Copy of private letter of Serjeant Wilkineon son’s deserfron cannot be ¢ ‘zscrrt‘uned nor

to lus Writer, dated 8th December 1870 0 {10 Taluq Wrter o any one give
any mnformation in the nm{ter. Superviser
v Mr Hiscox, i his report, states that he was not at all awaire of Berjeant Wilkinson’s
. desertion until his own return to duty after the Christmas hobidays  Mr. Hiscox
was 1 the Nfmkul talug until the 22nd December 1875, but was ignorant of the )
Ovcerscer's absence, as they weie both 1 carap 1n opp()xlte directions
2  Serjeant Wilkinson, during the past two yeus in the depertment, has borne
an excellent chazacter, and given every satistachion both to myself and hus unmediate
supertors I very much regref his pl esent woxpheable conduct
: < 3 All Governinent properties that were wn the custody of the Overseer were
- found safe, with the exception of a cash balance of Rupees 16-9-10, | {
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Trom B E NORFOR,Fsq, E*mcutlve Engracer, Balem Range, to Major J '\f HU\TER RE,
« Dustict Enginecs, Salem, dated Sunkerrydroog, 2ud J avuary 1876, No 214.

¥
: W teference to your No 947, of the 30tn ultimo, I have the honor to 1nform you tha 2
1 bave eeem*ed Serjeaut Wilkinsons’s cash and vash-book, and have sealed up his office at Nan kul,
. . ' PR -~ : Y 1o wlach are the 1evords and m‘stmmem‘st &e , the building 15 in charge of the Police 111l tne retu:m
’ T R ; ' ) : of Mr Ihscox
| ﬁ “ e 2 The cush-book +hows o balance of Rupecs 16-9-10 on the 50tk November 1875, nnd the . -
H Look 1s sgned by the Oveiseer aftcr closing the accounts on that date NoLsubanqent entiies
’ J ’ oy ‘ i f have been mﬁd,s& xthe eash-book |
3 1In the cash-box 18 found tlres cheques, amounting in the aggregate to Rupeos 600, .

f=l 0

, N . \: , . 5 JE“"W - forwarded to the Overseer by Mr Iliscox with memorandum, dated 4th December 1875 3, wlueh
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apparently was sent hum for expenditure 1n December 1875 .

.
»
M
-
-
t
. m
3
2.
g~
f
4

:
- . 1 4 . ‘ P : ; <
v 3 i P g b 4 i v r
! e 4 ¢ - g W
¥ A 4 $o b 5&{.‘ - ,
8 [ - . _
i u 4 + i s b Jf- . 1
% B | i P
f ! ' : j‘v b 3 B -
! ’ LY N
' i ! ¢ - » : v R I Y if ¢

“u ot v e T A e

AT T

-
-
+
v
5
h
L
-
-
.-
~
.
-
£
z
+
«
L
Ry
-
-
)
{
A
1
¢
L
L
N
t
I3
i
»
i
3
B
.
1§
-



1
A

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Pubhic Works Depariment,
25th January 1876

4 The cash balance of Rupees 16-9-10 13 not forthcomng
with the Overseer’s wrniter, and he ¢ o

5 I cannot ascertamn the eca

The key of the cash-chest was
an give no information regaiding this balance
use of Serjeant Wilkinson’s very extraordinary conduct, nor
;zl(ll inu;ldeIl’sZand b;vhy Mr Hiscox did not report his absence, unless he was not aware of 1t,
T o 1 able to obtamn from Mr Hiscox all the information he ean give 1n the matter,
unot say more than that, from mquiries, Sorjeant Wilkinson appears to have gone to
Moonchava.dy on the 8th, and le

& S ft the taluq the same eveming, telling lus servants he was gowug
alem to see you, and would be back 1 two or thiee days

From the same Officer, dated Salem, 7th January 1876, No 218

A ;N reply to y our’ lette1, No 953, of 5th instant, I hase the honor to forward herewith
T Supervisor Ihiseox’s report on Serjeant Wilkison’s desertion from the department
2 The key of the cash-chest appears to have been sent to the writer as the accompanying
* Marked A lelter* will show

‘ 3 'Lhe Writer stated he was doing nothing

d
uring the twenty-three days, but supposing the Overseer to have got leave privately that he

could return after the holidays

absence his disinclination and backwardness to report aganst his “superior officer,” the lad

evidently did not know he was domg wrong, he imphatly obeyed the Overscer’s orders not to
mention he had gone away quietly

FromMr W 1 HISCOX, Supervisor, Department of Publie Works, to R I NORFOR,

Esq, Executive Engmeer, Salem Range, dated Camp at Salem, 6th January 1876,
No 501

I save the honor to report the ahsence of Talug Overseer Serjeant J Wilkinson from the
Namkul taluq

2 Ilast saw im at Namlkal on the eyening of the 7th Decomber 1873, when he told me
that he was going on & tour throush lus talug, 2:a Moonchvady, Kolarum, Veyloor, &¢ I also
started off shoitly afterwards 1n an opposite divection, vz , by Valapuity, Mogwmoor, &c, with
the mtention of meeting lum at Veyloor e, however, did not visit Veyloor On my return to
Nam\ul, on the 17th morns ng, I made inquniesas to us wher eabouts, when one of his lasears and
a Contractol, by name Sunkur Reddy, told me that he was etther at Kolarum o1 Thathiongarpett
I was anxious to spenk to lum about the slow progress of his works, and to examine his cash
thest A few days only inteivened between the date of my return and the commencement of
the Christmas hohdays

3 1 left Namkul on the evening of the 22nd December, en route to Madras, r:d Sunkerry-
droog, having recerved from the Distriet Engineer privilege to avail myself of the hohdays I
retuined to Namkul on the 4th January, and was then quile surpised to leain that Serjeant
Willinson had given himself up a3 a deserter at Bombay, and that Overseer Rungasawmy
Nada of the Tuchengode talug had been at Namkul on the 1st January, and, under your
orders, had taken away his cash-chest and some of the records It was only on the 5th J anuary
that I heard of hus quitting Moonchavady on the 8th December last, and that he had nstructed
hus lascars and writer not to mention lus absence to any one, as he was gong to Salem, and would
bo back again 1n a few days

4 Ibegto state that I believe nobody at Namkul was aware of Serjeant Wilkinson having
gono to Bombay, until Overseer Rangasawmy cams dywn to Namkul on the Ist wmstant, Ihs
camp not having returnel to Namkul prior to the Christmas holidays led me to suppose that
he was r?ally out mspecting s works It was the duty of the wiiter to have reported to me the
Overseer’s continued absence fiom the 8th to the 22nd December IIad he done so, I should
bave made proper inquiries, and, having found 1t true, reported his absence to you

+ 5 AsThave not seen Serjeant Wilkinson’s cash-chest anl accounts snee he deserted hus

post, L am unable to state whether all 15 correct or otherwise The cash-chest kas, I learn, been

He also gives as his reasons for mot reporting the Overseer’s
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
25th January 1876.

exammed by you, and that 1t was sent to Namkul to me yesterday with a memorandum, the
particulars of whichI am yet unacquainted with I shall return to Namkul this eveming,
examme the cash-chest and accounts and report all particulars without delay

6 T cannot account for this strange conduct on the part of Serjeant Wilkinson He gave
me great salisfaction up to March 1875 I considered hum a very hard-working man, and gave
hum every encomagement In Aprl, I was transferred temporarly to the Tmpatore range,
durmg the period of my absence he discharged the duties of a sub-divisional officer pretty
fanly On my return to Namkul from Thipatore he proceeded on two months’ privilege leave ,
and since his relurn fiom leave, last October, he has not been working satisfactorily e had no
proper house to live m at Namkal, and latterly he had no domestio servant to prepare his meals
These 1mconvemences, coupled with his engagement to marry at Oossoor, were most probably the
causes which aggravated his mind to that extent as to cause hum to desert lus appointment

(PRIVATE ) Mooncuavapy, 8% December 1875

Werrse, I ax gong wmto Salem (quictly) , keep all my letters and bring them down on Saturday

to Moonchavady , also bring down the old estimate book I have sent you my keys
the lascars to bring down the letters  Don’t mention anything about my movements
(Signed) J WILKINSON,
Talug Overseer

Instruct

(True Copy )
(Signed) J N IIUNTER, Major, RE,
Distiict Engineer

e S

OrpER TOCLLON, 25th January 1876, No 194 -

It 1s almost neredible that an Overseer
should have been absent from his charge
from the 8th to the 30th of a menth
without the knowledge of any of his superwor oﬁigers , and says httle for the practical
supervision of his Oversecis by the extra officer, Mr Iscox, and 1t has happened
though the connivance of hus Writer, whom even the Oveiseer himself, as 1s plainly
seen from his own written mstructions to the man, did not expect to keep silence longer
than 411l the following Saturday, the 11th He will draw no pay for the period
during which he did no work

2  Seijeant Wilkimson having borne a good character, and there bewng no
departmental charge against him, the papers will be communlc?.ted to the Military
Depaitment, with a request that, 1f possible, 1t may be ascertained what led to the
strange step taken by him.

No 425

ESTABLISIIMENT, No 27

(True Extract )

Major-General, RT,
Secretary to Government

To the Military Department
District Engineer, Salem
,,  Controller of Public Works Accounts

Ead 8§ T Austin
Spare Copres
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