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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
25¢th January 1876.

Read the following letter from Captain . CONWAY-GORDON, RE,
Controller of Public Works Accounts, to Major-General G W. WALKER,
R E, Secretary to Government, Public Works Department, dated Fort St.
Ceorge, 13th January 1876, No 199 W —-

I mAVE the honor to acknowledge the recerpt of the Proceedings of Government,
under date 25th November 1875, No 38,375, and with reference tothe last paragraph
of those Proceedings, to remark that the Divisional Accounts and Returns are not,
on the whole, submutted to this office with the punctuality they might be

2 The most important accounts that are submitted to this office are undoubtedly
the monthly accounts of expenditme received from the Executive Officers The
punctual receipt of these accounts 1s 1n fact considered so important that a statement
showing all the divisions from which the accounts have not been received by the 20th
18 submitted monthly to Government, The following 1san abstract of these statements
for the last year —

No 416

No of Ranges
Tomiil M SRR e of
* Jeen received 00t been received Ranges
Btatement submutted 1n— . . .
January . . 30 46 w6
February . . .. 38 a8 26
March . . . 31 49 76
Apnl . e .2t 52 %6
May e e .2 52 7
June 34 44 78
Juy . . .. 18 60 78
August . . . 99 57 79
’ September . 93 55 vs
October ) . 922 56 28
November . . L 28 50 78
Desgnber . . . 25 53 78

3 From this abstract Government wall perceive that, during the whole twelve
months, even so many as one-half of the divisional accounts were recerved within the
proper date on only one sngle occasion In the month of July, so many as sixty
accounts out of -seventy-eight were late,rand the proportion always in arrears would
appear to amount to about 60 or 70 per cent of the whole
.4 As the unpunctuality shown by the roturns cannot have failed to have
attracted the motice of Government, 1t is .obable that everything has already been
done that can be done to place matters upon a better foottng  But the result 18 still
very unsatisfactory, and I have accordingly brought the matter specially to the notice
of Government

6 Tt 1s perhaps easicr in this case to point out the evil than to suggest a remedy,
but as my experience leads me to a belief that some part of this delay could be
prevented by more energy on the part of the Divisional Accountants, I shall in future,
after due 1nquiry, deal severcly with the Accountant of any division the accounts
of which are constantly in arrears.
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