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No. 457. Read the following endorsement of the Chief Secretary to Govemment,
' dated Ootacamund, 19th July 1876, No. 1,106 :— .

From J. II. GARSTIN, Esq., District Magistrate- of Sou'th Arcot, to the Honorable
' 'W.HUDLESTON, Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St. George, dated
Cuddalore, 13th July 1876, No. 38.

I HAVE the honor to report, for the information of Government, that on the 28¢p
ultimo a cooly died at the Manjakupam dispensary from injuries received by falling
from a train in motion. The Zillah Surgeon’s certificate, a copy of which is enclogeq
shows the cause of death was fracture of the skull and internal hemorrhage. ’

2. The facts appear to be as follows. The cooly was one of a number riding
on the trucks of a © material ” train loaded with rails and sleepers on the 27th ultino,

" On the north side of the Ponniar, while the train was going slowly up an incline, the

cooly fell off. The train was stopped, and he was picked up and sent in to Cuddalore

“where he died next day.

I enclose the translation of a Police report sent to me in Tamil, on the 29th
June, by the Head Constable of the Puthupolliam Police Station, who wen to the
AR . ‘ spot* on learning of the accident from

® It is not clear whether the Xead Constable the Hospital Assistant of th )
means that he went to the spot where the . X d e Man-
accident happened or only to the dispensary. jakupam dispensary, and held an inquiry.,
. From his report, it would appear that thig

Hospital Assistant was in the train at the time of the accident; but this wag not the

case, and is the faulty arrangement of a sentence in the report. Tt, however, seems
clear from it that, according to the statements of the relatives of the deceased and of
some other coolies who were riding on the train with him, that he was struck on the
head by a rail as it fell off thé train, that he was knocked off the truck by the blow,
and that he and the rail fell to the ground. An inquest was held at the dispensary, an(i
the finding of the persons who composed the Coroner’s jury was to the effect that, in

their opinion, his death was the result of the blow from the rail, and not of any .

person’s act. I enclose a trapslation of this finding of the jury.

3. Talso forward a copy of a gecond Police report from a Police Inspector, who
has had a good deal of experiencé (so Ilearn from. the District Superintendent of
Police) in railway matters, and who was sent by. him to make further inquiry inte
the matter, from which no new facts as to thg aC(.:ldent can be gathered, but in, which
the opinion of certain railway officials is repeated to the effect that the loading of the
rails was safe, as they were supported by the handles ?f mamoties, but that they
were not loaded as usual on loading boarcs, so as to .be quite safe.

4. The Tamil report was sent by me on receipt, on the 20th ultimo, into the

know of its contents till some days after. Qp
reading the translation of it I considercd there was ground for thinking that the
train had not been as earefully Joaded ss it ought to have been ; and I accordingly
sent for the Railway Store-keeper and forwarding Clerk from Cuddalmzez and examineq
them, and enclose copies of the statement of the for.mer and of the (.ieposnmon of the latter,

5. TFrom these it will be seen that ke loading of “ material” trains is dope by
contract by one Kandasami Mudali, that en tl‘le dﬂ:y of the accident and the previoug
one the Store-keeper Anderson was o1l the sick list, that on the evening of the 27th

the contractor came and aske

Office to be abstracted, but I did not
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Proceedmg, of the Madras Glovernment, Public Works

26th July 1876. No. 1,904,
M

forwarding Clerk
that evening,

Department,

———

to give them to him, and that they were given ang the train loaded,
He did not, however, see the loading, but states that the customar
In.ethod of Ioadmrr was to fill the waggons with sleepers and to place the rajlg length-
wise along two trucks resting on timber baulks placed across the sleepers into which
lron sPikes were driven to keep the rails from moving ; that sometimes the baylks
Were not used, when the rails would be secured by splkes driven into the sleepers
o0 which the rails theq rested ; and that sometimes pieces of fire-wooq were stuck up-
right between the ends of the sleepers and the sides of the waggzons to Prevent the
rails moving. The Store-keeper is the person who, according to hig 0Wn admission, ig
l'eSpODSlble for seeing the trains are properly loaded. Mo said ; 1n hig statement that
“sometimes nothmo was put,”’” and on my asking him what he meant by that, he
explained that sometimes no baulks were used.
6. The forwarding Clerk was in the train when the accident happened and he
swears that he saw the rail fall off first and the coon afterwards, anq that they lay '
sbout 22 yards (a chain) apart. From the Way in which ho Lifteq py, hands in i
describing the falling off of the rail, it seemed to me that one end of the rail mysgt have ;
slipped off first and then the other. He does not know how the cooly fell. 1o says,
however, that the rails were not tied together nor secured op baulks, and that though
in some waggons spikes were used to keep the rails in thejr Places, this wag pot the '
case in all, and that no pieces of wood were placed upright belween the ends of the :
sleepers and the sides of the waggons, and that the rai] fe]] g owing to the shaking of
the waggons, and because there was nothing to prevent jtg falling, ‘
7. I think it is clear that there was not sufficient care taken in Ioadinﬂ' the rails
on the train (possibly owing to the Store-keeper’s sickpegq and absence from duty),

and that in consequence the cooly met his death throurrh one of the rajlg ot 2 bin
on the head in falling off and knocking him off the Waggon. rikin

——— ———

TrANSFERRED to the Public Workg Department,

(Signed) v, HUDLESTON,
Chief Secre[ary. .

OzrpEr THEREON, 26th July 1876, No. 1 904,

No. 458. |
o. 45 It seems to be clearly establisheq
RAILWAY, No. 47. +from the papers submitted thay t the rajlg |
one of which struck the cooly anq Caused,

his death, were not sufﬁcxently secured. The Consulting Engineer wij draw the
attention of the South Indian Railway Company’s authontles to the fecessity of care -

in the concern of all employed.

(True Extract.)
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