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" Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
96th July 1876. No. 1,902,

Read the following papers :—

From Captain L. CONWAY-GORDON, R.E., Examincr of Public
Works Accounts, to Major-General G. W. WALKER, R.E,, Secretary to
Government, Public Works Department, dated Fort St. George, 11th J u]y

1876, No. 106-W.

Wit reference to G.0., No. 1,465, of 13th June 1876, I respectfully request
that somé definite ruling may be passed by Government as to the meaning of the ter
Or.c'ge'nal Work and Repair when applicd to works of River Conservancy. e

2. The works sanctioned in the Government Order above referred to are classed
as Repairs. DBut the Note of the Chicf Engineer for Irrigation printed with these
Proceedings, though it nowhere specifies the works to be exccuted, seems to indicq;e
that the works are such as are usually called Origtnal. ’

3. In such a case as this, where a work is sanctioned by Government, the que
tion is simply one of classification ; but in relation to District Engincers the (:ans-

e

tion becomes a question of power of sunction. A District Engincer has unlimit d
. e
d nominally very limited : :
24 y powers of sanctioning

No. 453.

ques
powers of sanctioning repairs, an

iginal . cs : but District Enginecrs not u ; .
Original | Works ; but D g t unfrequently sanction as repairs works

which, in my opinion, ‘are Original Works, and which, if treated as Original Work
oould not be sanctioned by District Engineers. : %

PRSI

~ No. 109-W.
No. 453-A. Notz by the Chief Engineer for Irrigation.

TaERE is some difficulty in drawing a distinct line between Original Works and

Repairs under River Conservancy. - The following is believed to be the best guide that

can be given :— ;
1s£—ORI1GINAL WORKS—

(1.) Dermanent groyncs whet
(2.) Revetments of masonry, stone, concrete, &e., whether for the protection

of river banks or for the establishment of spurs at the bifurecation of

rivers.

2nd.—REPAIR WORES— .
(1.) Nagel or wild cane planting for the protection of river banks, the

regulation of the margin of the river, the maintenance of a proper
t of division between rivers at their bifurcation, and for other

her of stone or other durable material,

poin
similar purposes.
(2.) Construction of groynes with perishable materials.
Construction of modussils and other tempprary protection to river

banks,

(4.) Grass revetments (nanel usually).
The restoration to efficiency of permanent works which have suffered

' injury or wear and tear.
2. The distinction it will be seen is based, except as regards Repairs (5), upon the
pature of the material used rather than upon the character and object of the work to

be done. The reason for this is that ic. river conscrvancy the ordinary basis of disting.
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tion between Original Works and Repairs is inapplicabl i3 ' . : . LN
: pairs 3s inapplicable. A repair g ro To ' 7, - -
restoration to its original condition of a work which has been at some py e’; iopeﬂy the ; L e A v WWWW% \ RN T -
constructed, and practically a repair is usually understood to mean the Placil;s Period , RN , % M’) f ’)5 W~ \
existing work in a serviceable state whether in carrying out the repair thengf an , ‘ \ N Wi 777 ‘( e ~,C§ . :
arrangements be strictly adhered to or not. . ormer N e ‘F!O‘ET Sanxt GEORGE, ”""// = Ay 1576
8. In the case of river conservancy the river itself ig the orig; " \
. . ginal . oW N . .
has to be dealt with, and ordinary and comparatively inexpensjye measurz:ofrk Wlu.ch - e F \\ Ny SRR
taining the river ina safe and proper condition may Properly be classed o4 Or maijn. A 7 ! ‘
while works which are in themselves more costly or which arg inteq ded 1 Repau-s, : w/:/ . ‘ L . |
radical change of long established circumstances should be treateq a4 Orio; 0 effect o ) ) _ n Wyt . \ :
and the more so that these usually do not need to be carried oyt Withog’;nal WOrks, - ‘ N %‘ / / . '\ |
will generally be the better for ample investigation and discussiop, o ub.delay and , : ,,- N AR ZJ W@Y&WZ:‘%— ‘
attained, &e. O0jects tg po %

4. It may be added that river conservancy is as a rule
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confin Y& I Oémf’/ % ng—‘_
or embanked parts of rivers, and conservancy of other parts of riv:d 'to the Deltaiq ‘ , : Mﬁ AN / ', /r&{ / i
18 ig _ )

should continue to be, carried out only on Government sanction, ually, ap d
5. In future, distinct Budget provision will have to be

made fop g ' ’ » ' /W e ,(% /Z//ﬂ7 /)77% 7 W /?/ %M%Wmewﬁ*
as a sub-head of Ordinary Agricultural Works for which 10 Capjtyy . Tiver cong ervaney :

is kept, and District Engineers will be required to explaip ¢ ully anr ev |
outlay under Repairs, while Original Works excep

eemmaen bt paning e T s Geinal iy
1} . K . 4 Fs .
always need the sanction of Government. 8 Very hmited Proposeq . 4

/
€xtent will

- T .
OoTacaMUND, (Signed) 7, MULLIN;S . : . W /% e %W WM&?”‘ Q«{) "
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these Proceedings will be communicated to the Examiner ap V) aa

and to all District Engineers for information and guidance?f Publie Worlimz:;i; u:;lsd . ‘ /@7 W W %W% /%/;%@/WW« |
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